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Foreword

Read Liberia Activity

February 17, 2020

Dear School Authorities, Teachers, Parents, Community Members, and Students,

I am pleased to introduce the revised Read Liberia Activity series of books for students in 

Grades 1 and 2 to help them learn to read fl uently and to understand what they have read.

For each grade, there is a set of four books, which should be used together: one Student 

Activity Book, one Let’s Read book, and two Teacher Instructional Guides.

• The Student Activity Book is to be used daily by the students in class and at home.

• The Let’s Read book is a class reader, and, like the fi rst book, should be used daily 

by the students, both in class and at home.

• The other two books in the set are the Teacher Instructional Guides (one for Semester 1 

and the other for Semester 2), which provide daily lesson plans for teachers. The 

Teacher Instructional Guides are to be used together with the student books.

The Ministry of Education, Republic of Liberia, is confi dent that if these revised materials 

are used systematically and correctly throughout the year, students will develop good basic 

reading skills by the end of Grade 2, and these reading skills will help their learning in other 

subjects throughout their academic career as they use their skills to read for understanding. 

The Ministry, therefore, expects the books to be well used, starting in the 2020–21 school year.

The Read Liberia Activity series of books is the result of more than 10 years of work on 

early grade reading in Liberia, informed by international scientifi c research on the very best 

ways to teach children to read. Teachers and parents who previously encountered the USAID 

Read Liberia Activity series of books will recognize some of the lessons, stories, and 

activities that are featured there. The new, revised materials are an improved and expanded 

version, based on feedback received from teachers and schools over the years.

I extend sincere thanks and appreciation to all those who worked tirelessly to produce the 

Read Liberia Activity series. I wish to single out the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) for their fi nancial and technical support, without which this publication 

would not have been possible.

Offi ce of the Minister

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
3rd Street, Sinkor

MONROVIA, LIBERIA



Special thanks go to the officials from the Department of Instruction of the Ministry of Education, 

especially those in the Center of Excellence for Curriculum and Textbook Research. Special 

thanks also go to the Departments of Administration and Planning of the Ministry, for their 

considerable inputs in the review of the materials. I acknowledge the technical leadership 

of RTI International and the valuable contribution of Brattle Publishing Group in content 

development, book design, and production.

Finally, I appeal to parents, community members, and other people working in or supporting 

education to encourage reading at school and in the home. This is the foundation of quality 

education, which helps to guarantee a promising future for our children and, by extension, 

Liberia.

Let’s transform Liberia into an educated nation and a literate society by cultivating reading 

as a habit, especially for school-age children, whether in school or out of school. This is 

the beginning of confidence-building for children’s lifelong learning. Parents, teachers, and 

school leaders, please ensure that your students at all levels, especially in early grades, 

adopt reading into their habits, because good reading skills foster understanding, both of 

which are the most dependable learning tools. 

Thanks to all the contributors and sponsors.

Regards,

Prof. D. Ansu Sonii, Sr.
Minister
Ministry of Education
Republic of Liberia

Foreword: Read Liberia Activity
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Week 19 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 

pages 2–5
Tuesday (Day 2) 

pages 6–9
Wednesday (Day 3) 

pages 10–13
Thursday (Day 4) 

pages 14–17
Friday (Day 5) 
pages 18–20

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with -er 
and -est endings.

Read words with 
-er and -est word 
endings.

Read words with ow 
as /ō/.

Read words with 
-er and -est word 
endings.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling
better, best, harder, 
fastest

show, grow, know, 
happier, happiest

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

heart, muscle, strong, 
worry, exercise, brain

heart, muscle, strong, 
worry, exercise, brain

Reading 
Comprehension

“Smart Fun” “Smart Fun” Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Smart Fun” Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
movement, throw, 
healthy, sick, benefit

Read-Aloud
“Exercise Is 
Important”

“Exercise Is 
Important”

Shared Writing
Start a Story Map. Complete a Story 

Map.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 50 in  
Student Activity 
Book

• “Smart Fun”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 51 in  
Student Activity 
Book

• “Smart Fun”
• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Smart Fun.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Smart Fun.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Stay in School” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Stay in School” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Smart Fun.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Smart Fun.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants 
• Read words with varied word patterns • Make a story chart • Identify 
the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write a story 
summary • Write sentences using spelling and sight words • Read 
diverse types of writings • Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea 
and facts in a nonfiction text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize 
the elements of diverse types of writings • Name and identify some 
types of adjectives • Form new words using some prefixes and suffixes 
• Write descriptive sentences • Demonstrate knowledge of new words 
• Read and analyze journals, articles, and other informational texts 
• Read nonfiction articles • Identify main idea of an article • Organize 
ideas for writing • Read words with variant word patterns • Identify the 
sequence of a text • Spell high-frequency and subject-related words 
• Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and related subject words 
in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to add details to writings 
• Write independently • Read words with endings • Read diverse texts 
fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 1



Week 
19

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with -er and -est endings
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words heart, 
muscle, strong, worry, 
exercise, brain

• Read and comprehend 
“Smart Fun”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the endings -er and -est. We will 

also learn some new vocabulary words and read a new text together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters, words, and lines on the board, as shown at the left.

 Now we will learn 
about -er and -est 
word endings. When 
a word ends in -er, 
it is comparing 2 
different things. 
(Point to Line A 
and B.) For example, 
Line A is long. Line B 
is longer than Line A. 
When a word ends in 
-est, it is comparing 
3 or more things. 
For example, Line C 
(point) is the longest 
line of all.  

Point to longer. 
Underline er.  Here 
I see -er at the end of 
the base word long. 
The -er means that 
this thing is “more 
long” than one other 
thing. The word is 
longer.

Point to longest. 
Underline est.  Here 
I see -est at the end 
of the base word 
long. The -est means 
that this thing is the 
“most long” of all 
things. The word is 
longest.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to longer. Point 
under er.  What 
ending do we see 
here? -er. What is 
the base word? long. 
How many things are 
we comparing when 
we say something is 
longer? 2.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
longer. 

Point to longest. Point 
under est.  What 
ending do we see 
here? -est. What is 
the base word? long. 
How many things are 
we comparing when 
we say something is 
longest? 3 or more 
things. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
longest. 

Repeat with high, 
higher, and highest. 
To illustrate, you can 
use mountain/hill, 
building, etc.

 Now it’s your turn.

Point to higher. Point 
under er.  What 
ending do you see 
here? (-er) What is 
the base word? (high) 
How many things are 
we comparing when 
we say something is 
higher? (2) Read the 
whole word. (higher)

Point to highest. Point 
under est.  What 
ending do you see 
here? (-est) What is 
the base word? (high) 
How many things are 
we comparing when 
we say something is 
highest? (3 or more 
things) Read the 
whole word. (highest)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 
For good, better, and 
best, tell students 
that for these 
comparisons, the 
word changes and 
there is not a base 
word like the others.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-er  -est

A     
B       
C         

long 
longer 
longest
high 
higher 
highest

high 
higher 
highest
strong 
stronger 
strongest 
fast 
faster 
fastest 
good 
better 
best

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 22



Week 19 • Day 1

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with 
-er and -est word 
endings. Watch and 
listen. 

 The word is best. 
I hear 4 sounds: 
/b/–/ĕ/–/s/–/t/. 

 The first sound 
is /b/. (Write b.) The 
next sound is /ĕ/. 
(Write e.) The third 
sound is /s/. (Write s.) 
The last sound is /t/. 
(Write t.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  b–e–s–t, 
best. 

Erase the word.

 The next 
word is better. 
I hear 4 sounds: 
/b/–/ĕ/–/t/–/ŭr/. 

 The first sound 
is /b/. (Write b.) The 
next sound is /ĕ/. 
(Write e.) The third 
sound is /t/—and in 
this word the letter 
is doubled. (Write 
tt.) The last sound 
is /ŭr/—and in this 
word it is spelled 
with er. (Write er.)

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  b–e–t–t–
e–r, better. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with -er and 
-est word endings 
together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word 
is better. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/b/–/ĕ/–/t/–/ŭr/. 

 Let’s write it: /b/ 
(write b), /ĕ/ (write e), 
/t/—and in this word 
the letter is doubled 
(write tt), /ŭr/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with er (write er).
Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): b–e–t–t–e–r, 
better. 

Repeat with harder.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
an -er or -est ending. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks. 

Dictate these words: 
harder, fastest. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
the word aloud using 
the letter names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 3



Week 19 • Day 1

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words.

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. heart Point to heart.  This word is heart. Let’s read and spell 
it together: heart, h–e–a–r–t, heart. Your heart is the 
part inside your body that pumps blood. Put your hand 
over your heart and feel it beating. (Do the motions.)

2. muscle Point to muscle.  This word is muscle. Together: 
muscle, m–u–s–c–l–e, muscle. A muscle is a part of 
the body that helps us move and hold ourselves up. 
Stretch out your arm and feel your muscles. (Do the 
motions.)

3. strong Point to strong.  This word is strong. Together: strong, 
s–t–r–o–n–g, strong. To be strong is to be able to pick 
up or push heavy things. If you have good muscles, 
you will be strong. Stand up and show what you think 
it looks like to be strong. (Do the motions.)

4. worry Point to worry.  This word is worry. Together: worry, 
w–o–r–r–y, worry. When we worry, we think about our 
problems. Show me what your face looks like when 
you worry. (Do the motion with your face.)

5. exercise Point to exercise.  This word is exercise. Together: 
exercise, e–x–e–r–c–i–s–e, exercise. When we 
exercise, we move our bodies to stay healthy and 
strong. Running is a good way to exercise. What are 
some things you like to do to exercise?

6. brain Point to brain.  This word is brain. Together: brain, 
b–r–a–i–n, brain. The brain is the part of our body in 
our head that helps us think. Tap the side of your head 
with your finger and think. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new text called “Smart Fun.” Please turn to page 55 

in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the text will be about.

1. heart
2. muscle
3. strong
4. worry
5. exercise
6. brain

You run down the football field. Your arms 
and legs pump. Your heart thunders in your 
chest. You breathe harder and harder. You 
feel like the fastest player on the field. 

You run toward the goal. You find yourself 
open, and this is your lucky break. Your 
teammate passes the ball to you. You kick. 
The ball sails into the goal. 

Kids play football for fun. But playing sports is more than just fun.

SSmart mart FFunun

Af
ric

aI
m

ag
es

 / 
iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m

by Lisa Harkrader

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55Week 19

Let’s Read page 55
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Week 19 • Day 1
Features of Text

 Today’s text is nonfiction. Nonfiction tells us true information about 
something, such as real people, animals, or the world around us. 
Nonfiction texts have a main idea and facts. The main idea is what the 
text is mostly about. Facts are supporting details that are true.

 To better understand a text, we can answer questions about the 
text after we read it. One type of question we can ask is a Right There 
Question. In a Right There Question, words in the question match words 
in the text. Let’s read the text to find the main idea, supporting details, 
and to answer Right There Questions.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word as 

they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Right There Question: When you play sports, what happens to your 
body? Remember, to answer a Right There Question, look in the text 
for words from the question. (Your body works hard.)

2. Right There Question: What happens when your body is stronger? 
(You feel better.)

3. Right There Question: When you play sports, you worry less and are 
less angry. How does this make you feel? (You feel happier.)

4. The author used supporting details—facts—to say why exercise helps 
kids in school. What did scientists learn about how exercise helps 
kids in school? (They found that students who exercise got better 
grades and higher scores on tests. They could focus on schoolwork for 
longer periods of time.)

5. What is the main idea of this text? (Exercise and playing sports help 
your body and your mind.) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 49 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 19 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. better

2. best

3. harder

4. fastest

5. happier

6. happiest

7. low

8. grow

9. know

10. heart

11. muscle

12. strong

13. worry

14. exercise

15. brain

49Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

G2_SAB_W19-22_R4.indd   49 06/04/20   6:01 PM

Student Activity Book 
page 49
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Week 
19

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with -er and 

-est word endings
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/sight 
words movement, throw, 
healthy, sick, benefit

• Read and comprehend 
“Exercise Is Important”

• Start a Story Map for 
“Sando Finds a New Pet”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with the word endings -er and -est. 

We will learn some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new text to 
you. Then we will start a Story Map together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Yesterday we 
learned about 
-er and -est word 
endings. Remember, 
the word ending -er 
is used to compare 
2 things. The word 
ending -est is used 
to compare 3 or 
more things. When 
a word ends with a 
consonant then y, 
we change the y to i 
before adding an -er 
or -est. 

Point to happy. 
Underline the py. 

 Here I see a word 
that ends with the 
consonant p then y. 
In this word, when 
we add -er (point 
to happier), the y 
changes to i first. 
The word is happier. 
(Point to happiest.) 
In the same way, 
when we add -est, 
the y changes to 
i first. The word is 
happiest.

Repeat with hungry, 
hungrier, hungriest. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to hungry. 
Underline the ry. 

 What letters do 
we see here? The 
consonant r then y.

Point to hungrier. 
 What happens 

when we add -er? 
The y changes to i.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
hungrier.

Point to hungriest. 
 What happens 

when we add -est? 
The y changes to i.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
hungriest.

Repeat with dirty, 
dirtier, dirtiest.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to dirty. 
Underline the ty. 

 What letters do 
you see here? (the 
consonant t then y)

Point to dirtier. 
 What happens 

when you add -er? 
(The y changes to i.)

 Read the whole 
word. (dirtier)

Point to dirtiest. 
 What happens 

when you add -est? 
(The y changes to i.)

 Read the whole 
word. (dirtiest)

Repeat with: lucky, 
luckier, luckiest.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Smart Fun” on page 55 in Let’s 
Read and find words with -er and -est word endings in the text (e.g., 
fastest, stronger, better, happier). Write the words on the board as they 
find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-er  -est

happy 
happier 
happiest
hungry 
hungrier 
hungriest
dirty 
dirtier 
dirtiest

dirty 
dirtier 
dirtiest
lucky 
luckier 
luckiest

You run down the football field. Your arms 
and legs pump. Your heart thunders in your 
chest. You breathe harder and harder. You 
feel like the fastest player on the field. 

You run toward the goal. You find yourself 
open, and this is your lucky break. Your 
teammate passes the ball to you. You kick. 
The ball sails into the goal. 

Kids play football for fun. But playing sports is more than just fun.

SSmart mart FFunun

Af
ric

aI
m

ag
es

 / 
iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m

by Lisa Harkrader

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55Week 19  
Let’s Read page 55
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Week 19 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words.

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. movement  Movement. Movement is when your body changes 
position. For example, when you exercise, you 
make different kinds of movements, like running, 
jumping, throwing, and walking. Show me different 
movements. (Have individuals do different motions.) 

2. throw  Throw. When you throw, you move something 
through the air with your arm and hand. For example, 
you throw a ball when you play some sports. Let’s 
pretend we are throwing a ball. (Do the motions.)

3. healthy  Healthy. When you are healthy, your body feels 
good, you are strong and active, and you are not sick. 
Turn to page 255 in Let’s Read and find the children 
who look healthy in the picture. … How do we know 
they are healthy?

4. sick  Sick. When you are sick, your body feels bad. For 
example, you may have a fever. Your head may hurt. 
Your stomach may hurt. Let’s all pretend we are sick 
and say, “I feel sick!” (Do the motions.)

5. benefit  Benefit. A benefit is something good that happens 
because of something else. For example, a benefit 
of exercise is that it helps us feel stronger. What is a 
benefit of going to school? (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using benefit.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new text called “Exercise Is Important.” 

Please turn to page 255 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find any vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the text will be about.

Features of Text
 Today’s text is nonfiction. Remember that nonfiction tells us true 

information about something. Nonfiction texts have a main idea, which 
is what the text is mostly about. The main idea is supported by facts. 
Facts are supporting details that are true.

Exercise Is Important 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 255Week 19

movement  throw  healthy  
sick  benefit 

Week 
19

Let’s Read page 255

Exercise Is Important 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 255Week 19

movement  throw  healthy  
sick  benefit 

Week 
19

Let’s Read page 255

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 7



Week 19 • Day 2
 Yesterday we learned that to better understand what we read, we can 

answer questions. One type of question we can answer is a Right There 
Question. In a Right There Question, words in the question match words 
in the text. Another type of question we can answer is a Think and Search 
Question. A Think and Search Question is also in the text, but you have to 
search sentences and think about the details to answer the question. 

 Yesterday’s nonfiction text was about the benefits of exercise. Today 
we’ll read another nonfiction text about exercise. Then we’ll answer 
questions and find the main idea and supporting facts.

DURING READING
Read the text aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Exercise Is Important 
by G. Benedict Kofer

Exercise involves all kinds of movement. Running, jumping, 
playing sports, throwing objects, and walking are all forms of 
exercise. Many people find exercising fun as well as a way to 
stay healthy. In some schools, exercises are taught as subjects. 
Students in science classes learn the different parts of the body 
that can benefit from particular exercises, such as joints, arms, 
legs, and muscles. Exercise has many benefits. It helps build 
strong muscles, strong hearts, and keeps people healthy. Exercise 
can also help people recover after being sick. It can help to make 
their bodies strong again. Health workers often say people who 
exercise every day live longer, so it’s good to exercise! 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Right There Question: What are some different forms of exercise? 
(running, jumping, playing sports, throwing objects, and walking)

2. Right There Question: What do health workers often say about 
people who exercise every day? (They live longer.) 

3. Think and Search Question: What are the many benefits of exercise? 
Remember to think about the words in the question and think about 
other sentences I read to find the answer. (It helps build strong muscles, 
strong hearts, and keeps people healthy. It can help people recover after 
being sick. It can help to make people’s bodies strong again.)

4. The author used supporting details—facts—to say why exercise is 
important. Why is exercise important for people? (Exercise helps us stay 
healthy and it is also fun. It can benefit different parts of the body such as 
joints, arms, legs, and muscles. It also helps build strong hearts.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (Exercise is good for you.)
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Write the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant on another piece of paper 
and tape it on the wall or on the board. If you are a female 
teacher, have the students use “Yes, Ma’am!” If you are a male 
teacher, have students use “Yes, Sir!

 Stand up. First, I will say a line of our chant, then you will say 
a line with me. Do the same actions that I do: Tap your left wrist 
for time. Shrug your shoulders while lifting palms up for problem. 

Draw a blank Story Map as shown at the right. Fill it out as you 
go, as shown below.  Do you remember that we did a Story 
Map for “The Lone Star Kite”? We will do another one today. 
Let’s write the important things in the story, “Sando Finds a 
New Pet.” Turn to page 30 in Let’s Read and show pictures from 
the story.

Write “Sando Finds a New Pet” next to Title.  This is the title of 
the story. 

 Who were the characters? Call on 1–2 students to answer. 
Write the characters: Sando, Puffy, a little bird. Next, where was 
the setting? Call on 1 student to answer. Write the setting: home 
and the fields near home.

 What was the problem in the story? Call on 1–2 students to 
answer. Write the problem: Sando couldn’t find his dog, Puffy.

 Now what happened in the story? This is the plot. What happened first? 
Call on 1 student to answer. Write Event 1: Sando’s dog, Puffy, always comes 
when he calls. What happened next? Call on 1 student to answer. Write 
Event 2: One day, Puffy doesn’t come when Sando calls. And then what 
happened? Call on 1 student to answer. Write Event 3: Sando went looking 
for Puffy. (Note: You will ask about Events 4 and 5 on Day 4.)

 Last, what was the solution? Call on 1 student to answer. Write: Puffy 
comes home. Now Sando has two pets. Leave the Story Map on the board 
and save the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant for Shared Writing, Week 19, Day 4.

Title: “Sando Finds a New Pet”

Characters: Sando, Puffy, a little bird

Setting: home and the fields near home

Problem: Sando couldn’t find his dog, Puffy.

Event 1: Sando’s dog, Puffy, always comes when he calls.

Event 2: One day, Puffy doesn’t come when Sando calls.

Event 3: Sando went looking for Puffy.

Event 4: 

Event 5:

Solution: Puffy comes home. Now Sando has two pets.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 50 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Smart Fun” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go over the 
worksheet together during Phonics class.

Sando Finds  
a New Pet by Benjamin 

G. Everett

Sando had a fat, furry dog named Puffy. 
Puffy’s fur was long and full of curls. Sando 
liked his furry dog. Whenever Sando went to 
school, Puffy went away to play. Whenever 
Sando came home from school, he walked 
around the house and called, “Puffy! Puffy! 
Where are you?” 

And Puffy would come running to Sando in 
a hurry. 

One day Sando came home from school. 
“Puffy! Puffy! Where are you?” he called as he 
walked around the house. But no one replied. 
Puffy was nowhere to be found. 

“Puffy! Puffy! Where are you?” he called again 
as he walked around the yard. But Puffy did 
not come running to Sando this time.

Let’s Read, Grade 230 Week 10

Let’s Read page 30

Week 19 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Fill in the missing words.

__er __est

1. good better best

2. long longer longest

3.  smarter smartest

4. fast fastest

5. high higher

6.  harder hardest

7. happy happier

8. dirty dirtiest

9.  luckier luckiest

10. hungry hungrier

Directions: Complete each sentence by adding er or est to the 
base word.

1. The market is near     to us than the gas station.

2. That is the tall     building in town.

3. A turtle is slow     than a rabbit.

4. That river is the long     river in the country.

50 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 50

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? It has characters.

How do you know? A setting: place or time.

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? A problem and solution.

How do you know? A plot: what happens.

Title: 

Characters: 

Setting: 

Problem: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Event 4: 

Event 5:

Solution: 
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Week 
19

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ow as /ō/
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words heart, 
muscle, strong, worry, 
exercise, brain

• Read and comprehend 
“Smart Fun”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with ow as /ō/. We will also review 

our vocabulary words and read “Smart Fun” together again.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point under ow.  
 Today we will 

learn about the 
letters ow. When the 
letters o and w come 
together, they often 
make the sound /ō/. 

Point to low. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters o 
and w. In this word, 
ow together make 
the sound /ō/. The 
word is /l/–/ō/, low.

Repeat with flow. 

 Let’s do it 
together.

Point under ow.  
 Say the sound 

with me: /ō/. 

Point to flow. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do we see 
here? o and w. What 
sound do they make 
together? /ō/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/f/–/l/–/ō/, flow. 

Repeat with throw 
and know. For know, 
tell students that the 
letter k is silent in this 
word.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point under ow.  
 Say the sound. 

(/ō/) 

Point to know. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (o and w) What 
sound do they make 
together? (/ō/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/n/–/ō/, know)

If necessary, remind 
students that the k is 
silent in know.

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.
low

flow
throw
know

know
glow
blow
show
below
own

ow
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
letters ow. Watch 
and listen.

 The word is show. 
I hear 2 sounds: 
/sh/–/ō/. 

 The first sound is 
/sh/. (Write sh.) The 
next sound is /ō/—
and in this word it 
is spelled with ow. 
(Write ow.)

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  s–h–o–w, 
show. 

Erase the word. 

 Let’s spell some 
words with ow 
together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word is 
show. What sounds 
do we hear? /sh/–/ō/. 

 Let’s write it: /sh/ 
(write sh), /ō/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with ow (write ow). 
Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): s–h–o–w, 
show. 

Repeat with grow. 

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the letters ow. Listen 
to each sound. Then 
write the letters for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words: 
grow and know. 
For know, remind 
students that the k is 
silent.

Have them also 
practice writing 
happier and happiest 
in their copybooks. 
Remind them that the 
y in happy changes 
to i when they add 
the endings.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
the word aloud using 
the letter names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each. 
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. heart Point to heart.  Read the word: (heart). Your heart 
is the part inside your body that pumps blood. Put 
your hand over your heart and feel it beating. (Do the 
motions.)

2. muscle Point to muscle.  Read the word: (muscle). A muscle 
is a part of the body that helps us move and hold 
ourselves up. Stretch out your arm and feel your 
muscles. (Do the motions.)

3. strong Point to strong.  Read the word: (strong). To be strong 
is to be able to pick up or push heavy things. If you 
have good muscles, you will be strong. Stand up and 
show what you think it looks like to be strong. (Do the 
motions.)

4. worry Point to worry.  Read the word: (worry). When we 
worry, we think about our problems. Show me what 
your face looks like when you worry. (Do the motion 
with your face.)

5. exercise Point to exercise.  Read the word: (exercise). When 
we exercise, we move our bodies to stay healthy and 
strong. Running is a good way to exercise. What are 
some things you like to do to exercise?

6. brain Point to brain.  Read the word: (brain). The brain is the 
part of our body in our head that helps us think. Tap 
the side of your head with your finger and think. (Do 
the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Smart Fun” again. Please turn to page 55 in 

Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

1. heart
2. muscle
3. strong
4. worry
5. exercise
6. brain

You run down the football field. Your arms 
and legs pump. Your heart thunders in your 
chest. You breathe harder and harder. You 
feel like the fastest player on the field. 

You run toward the goal. You find yourself 
open, and this is your lucky break. Your 
teammate passes the ball to you. You kick. 
The ball sails into the goal. 

Kids play football for fun. But playing sports is more than just fun.

SSmart mart FFunun
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by Lisa Harkrader

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55Week 19

Let’s Read page 55
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Features of Text

 Remember that this text is nonfiction. What does nonfiction text tell 
us? (true information about something) What is the main idea of a text? 
(what the text is mostly about) What are facts in a text? (true details that 
support the main idea) 

 Also remember that we can answer Right There Questions and Think 
and Search Questions to better understand what we read. What is a 
Right There Question? (Words in the question match words in the text.) 
What is a Think and Search Question? (The answer is in the text, but 
you have to search other sentences and think about details to answer 
the question.) Let’s read the text again to find the main idea, facts, and 
answer questions.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word as 

they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Right There Question: When you play sports, what happens to your 
body? (Your body works hard.)

2. Right There Question: What happens when your body is stronger? 
(You feel better.)

3. Think and Search Question: The text says that exercise helps your 
blood flow better. What happens when your blood flows better? (Your 
blood brings more oxygen to parts of your body. Better blood flow and 
more oxygen help your brain work better.)

4. The author uses facts to say why exercise helps kids in school. What 
did scientists learn about how exercise helps kids in school? (Students 
who exercise got better grades and higher scores on tests. They could 
focus on schoolwork for longer periods of time.)

5. What is the main idea of this text? (Exercise and playing sports help 
your body and your mind.)

6. How do you feel when you exercise? (Answers will vary.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 49 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Week 19 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. better

2. best

3. harder

4. fastest

5. happier

6. happiest

7. low

8. grow

9. know

10. heart

11. muscle

12. strong

13. worry

14. exercise

15. brain

49Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
19

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with -er and 

-est word endings
• Read fluently “Smart 

Fun” 
• Listen to and 

comprehend “Exercise Is 
Important” 

• Complete the Story Map 
for “Sando Finds a New 
Pet”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with -er and -est endings. You will 

read “Smart Fun” with your partner. I will read “Exercise Is Important” to 
you again. Then we will complete our Story Map.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 This week we 
learned about 
adding -er and 
-est to the end of 
words. We use -er 
to compare 2 things 
and -est to compare 
3 or more things. We 
also learned that 
when a word ends in 
a consonant then y, 
we change the y to 
i before adding the 
endings. 

Point to lucky. 
Underline the ky. 

 Here I see a word 
that ends with the 
consonant k then y. 
In this word, when 
we add -er (point 
to luckier), the y 
changes to i first. 
The word is luckier. 
(Point to luckiest.) In 
the same way, when 
we add -est, the y 
changes to i first. 
The word is luckiest. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to lucky. Point 
under ky.  What 
letters do we see 
here? The consonant 
k then y.

Point to luckier. 
 What happens 

when we add -er? 
The y changes to i.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
luckier.

Point to luckiest. 
 What happens 

when we add -est? 
The y changes to i.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
luckiest.

Repeat with happy, 
happier, happiest.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to happy. 
Underline the py. 

 What letters do 
you see here? (the 
consonant p then y)

Point to happier. 
 What happens 

when you add -er? 
(The y changes to i.)

 Read the whole 
word. (happier)

Point to happiest. 
 What happens 

when you add -est? 
(The y changes to i.)

 Read the whole 
word. (happiest)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Smart Fun” on page 55 in Let’s 
Read and find words with -er and -est word endings in the text (e.g., 
harder, fastest, stronger, better, smarter, higher). Write the words on the 
board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the text “Smart Fun” with your partner. Please turn to 

page 55 in Let’s Read.

-er  -est

lucky
luckier
luckiest

happy
happier
happiest

happy
happier
happiest

hungry
hungrier
hungriest

dirty
dirtier
dirtiest

You run down the football field. Your arms 
and legs pump. Your heart thunders in your 
chest. You breathe harder and harder. You 
feel like the fastest player on the field. 

You run toward the goal. You find yourself 
open, and this is your lucky break. Your 
teammate passes the ball to you. You kick. 
The ball sails into the goal. 

Kids play football for fun. But playing sports is more than just fun.
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by Lisa Harkrader

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55Week 19  
Let’s Read page 55
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Week 19 • Day 4
Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to take 
turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class.

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the text “Exercise Is Important” again. 

Please turn to page 255 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., movement, throw, healthy, sick, benefit). 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture.

Features of Text
 What does nonfiction text tell us? (true information about something) 

What is the main idea of a text? (what the text is mostly about) What are 
facts in a text? (true details that support the main idea) 

 What kinds of questions can we answer to better understand what 
we read? (Right There Questions and Think and Search Questions) What 
is a Right There Question? (Words in the question match words in the 
text.) What is a Think and Search Question? (The answer is in the text, but 
you have to search other sentences and think about details to answer the 
question.) Listen to the text again to find the main idea and facts and 
then answer questions.

DURING READING
Read the text twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning.

 Exercise Is Important  
by G. Benedict Kofer

Exercise involves all kinds of movement. Running, jumping, 
playing sports, throwing objects, and walking are all forms of 
exercise. Many people find exercising fun as well as a way to 
stay healthy. In some schools, exercises are taught as subjects. 
Students in science classes learn the different parts of the body 
that can benefit from particular exercises, such as joints, arms, 
legs, and muscles. Exercise has many benefits. It helps build 
strong muscles, strong hearts, and keeps people healthy. Exercise 
can also help people recover after being sick. It can help to make 
their bodies strong again. Health workers often say people who 
exercise every day live longer, so it’s good to exercise! 

Exercise Is Important 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 255Week 19

movement  throw  healthy  
sick  benefit 

Week 
19

Let’s Read page 255
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Week 19 • Day 4
AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: What are some different forms of exercise? 
(running, jumping, playing sports, throwing objects, and walking)

2. Right There Question: What do health workers often say about 
people who exercise every day? (They live longer.) 

3. Think and Search Question: What are the many benefits of exercise? 
(It helps build strong muscles, strong hearts, and keeps people healthy. 
It can help people recover after being sick. It can help to make people’s 
bodies strong again.)

4. The author used supporting details—facts—to say why exercise is 
important. Why is exercise important for people? (Exercise helps us stay 
healthy and it is also fun. It can benefit different parts of the body such as 
joints, arms, legs, and muscles. It also helps build strong hearts.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (Exercise is good for you.)

6. What is your favorite exercise and why? (Answers will vary.)

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant from Day 2 (below) on the board or on 
the wall. 

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? It has characters.

How do you know? A setting: place or time.

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? A problem and solution.

How do you know? A plot: what happens.

 First, let’s read the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant. (Have students use either 
“Yes, Ma’am” or “Yes, Sir” as appropriate.) Stand up. First, I will read a line, 
then you will read a line with me. Follow along as I point to characters, time, 
and problem in the chant. Do the same actions I do: Tap your left wrist for 
time. Shrug your shoulders while lifting palms up for problem.

Tape the Story Map below on the board or on the wall.

Title: “Sando Finds a New Pet”

Characters: Sando, Puffy, a little bird

Setting: home and the fields near home

Problem: Sando couldn’t find his dog, Puffy.

Event 1: Sando’s dog, Puffy, always comes when he calls.

Event 2: One day, Puffy doesn’t come when Sando calls.

Event 3: Sando went looking for Puffy.

Event 4: 

Event 5:

Solution: Puffy comes home. Now Sando has two pets.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 216



Week 19 • Day 4
 Let’s review the events of our story. Call on 2–3 students to read the first 

3 events. 

 Today we will write what happened in Event 4 and Event 5. What 
happened after Sando went looking for his dog, Puffy? Turn to page 30 in 
Let’s Read and show pictures from the story. Call on 2–3 students to answer. 
Write Event 4: Sando was lonely and unhappy without Puffy. He looked for 
Puffy in the fields, but he didn’t find Puffy. Point to Event 5. What happened 
next? Show pictures from the story. Write: On his way home, Sando finds a little 
bird that has fallen out of its nest. He feeds it and makes it his pet.

Have each student choose 1 event to write about. Have each student draw 
a picture about the event. If there is time, have the students read their 
sentences to the class.

Title: “Sando Finds a New Pet”

Characters: Sando, Puffy, a little bird

Setting: home and the fields near home

Problem: Sando couldn’t find his dog, Puffy.

Event 1: Sando’s dog, Puffy, always comes when he calls.

Event 2: One day, Puffy doesn’t come when Sando calls.

Event 3: Sando went looking for Puffy.

Event 4: Sando was lonely and unhappy without Puffy. He looked for 

Puffy in the fields, but he didn’t find Puffy.

Event 5: On his way home, Sando finds a little bird that has fallen out 

of its nest. He feeds it and makes it his pet.

Solution: Puffy comes home. Now Sando has two pets.

Save the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant for Shared Writing, Week 20, Day 2.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 51 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Smart Fun” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to study their 
spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow.

Sando Finds  
a New Pet by Benjamin 

G. Everett

Sando had a fat, furry dog named Puffy. 
Puffy’s fur was long and full of curls. Sando 
liked his furry dog. Whenever Sando went to 
school, Puffy went away to play. Whenever 
Sando came home from school, he walked 
around the house and called, “Puffy! Puffy! 
Where are you?” 

And Puffy would come running to Sando in 
a hurry. 

One day Sando came home from school. 
“Puffy! Puffy! Where are you?” he called as he 
walked around the house. But no one replied. 
Puffy was nowhere to be found. 

“Puffy! Puffy! Where are you?” he called again 
as he walked around the yard. But Puffy did 
not come running to Sando this time.

Let’s Read, Grade 230 Week 10

Let’s Read page 30

Week 19 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Circle the vowel team oa or ow in each word. Read  
the words.

1. grow

2. own

3. road

4. bowl

5. be low

6. glow

7. goat

8. show

9. l ower

10.  toas t

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

know shown frog  soak lost
flow  toss  song roast throw

 short o long o (oa or ow)

    

    

    

    

    

    

51Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
19

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories.

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. better, 2. best, 3. harder, 4. fastest, 5. heart, 6. strong, 7. worry,  
8. exercise, 9. brain, 10. happier, 11. happiest, 12. grow, 13. know,  
14. muscle, 15. low

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.)

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Smart Fun” on page 55 in Let’s Read. 
Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each other and help each 
other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the text 3 times each. 
If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “Stay in School” on page 186 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
text aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. 
Students should read the text 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at 
the right.
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 This week we 
learned about 
-er and -est word 
endings. Remember, 
when a word has 
an -er ending it 
is comparing 2 
different things. 
When a word has 
an -est ending, it 
is comparing the 
difference among 
3 or more things. We 
also learned that the 
letters ow together 
make the sound /ō/.

Point to smarter. 
Underline er.  Here 
I see -er at the end of 
the base word smart. 
The -er means that 
this is “more smart” 
than 1 other thing. 
The word is smarter.

Point to smartest. 
Underline est. 

 Here I see -est at 
the end of the base 
word smart. The -est 
means that this thing 
is the “most smart” 
of all things. The 
word is smartest.

Point to throw. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters o 
and w. In this word, 
ow together make 
the sound /ō/. The 
word is /th/–/r/–/ō/, 
throw.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to smart. Point 
under er.  What 
ending do we see 
here? -er. What is the 
base word? smart. 
How many things are 
we comparing when 
we say something is 
smarter? 2.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
smarter. 

Point to smartest. 
Point under est. 

 What ending do 
we see here? -est. 
What is the base 
word? smart. How 
many things are we 
comparing when 
we say something is 
smartest? 3 or more 
things. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
smartest. 

Point to throw. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do we see 
here? o and w. What 
sound do they make 
together? /ō/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/th/–/r/–/ō/, throw. 

Repeat with strong, 
stronger, strongest, 
glow.

 Now it’s your turn.

Point to stronger. 
Point under er. 

 What ending do 
you see here? (-er) 
What is the base 
word? (strong) How 
many things are we 
comparing when 
we say something is 
stronger? (2) Read 
the whole word. 
(stronger)

Point to strongest.
Point under est. 

 What ending do 
you see here? (-est) 
What is the base 
word? (strong) How 
many things are we 
comparing when 
we say something 
is strongest? (3 or 
more things) Read 
the whole word. 
(strongest)

Point to glow. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (o and w) What 
sound do they make 
together? (/ō/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/g/–/l/–/ō/, 
glow)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown on the next page at 
the left. Draw the chart on the board, and have students copy it in their 
copybooks.

smart 
smarter 
smartest

throw

strong 
stronger 
strongest

glow

strong 
stronger 
strongest

glow

fast 
faster 
fastest

show

-er  -est  ow
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 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. If a word has 
an -er word ending, 
we will write it here 
(point to the -er box). 
If it has the -est word 
ending, we will write 
it here (point to the 
-est box). 

 The word tallest 
(point) has the 
ending -est, so I will 
write it here. 

Write tallest in the 
-est box, and cross it 
off the list.

 Let’s do the next 
one together. Where 
do we write the word 
tighter? It has the -er 
word ending, so we 
will write it here. 

Write tighter in the 
-er box, and cross it 
off the list. Check the 
students’ work.

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have these students work in pairs to review their sight word 
cards.

2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T27 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “Stay in School” on page 186 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
text aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Smart Fun” on page 55 in Let’s Read.

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Smart Fun” on page 55 in Let’s Read. 
Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each other 3 times and help 
each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, they should re-read 
any previously seen text in Let’s Read.

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.

tallest
tighter

darkest
nearer

smallest
taller

-er -est
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Week 20 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 

pages 22–25
Tuesday (Day 2) 

pages 26–29
Wednesday (Day 3) 

pages 30–33
Thursday (Day 4) 

pages 34–37
Friday (Day 5) 
pages 38–40

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with 
-ing endings with no 
change in spelling.

Read words with the 
-ing ending that have 
a silent e.

Read words with ea 
as /ē/ and ea as /ĕ/.

Read words with 
contractions n’t, ’s, 
’re.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling
eating, drinking, 
cooking, playing, 
taking

ready, head, bread, 
heavy, healthy

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

clean, dirty, germs, 
trash, raw, spread

clean, dirty, germs, 
trash, raw, spread

Reading 
Comprehension

“Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy” 

“Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy”

Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy”

Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
beach, fresh air, 
relax, waves, surfing, 
trash

Read-Aloud
“Living Near the 
Beach”

“Living Near the 
Beach”

Shared Writing
Use a Story Map to 
write a class story.

Use a Story Map to 
write a class story.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.   

• Page 53 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 54 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy”

• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Staying 
Clean, Staying 
Healthy”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Catch a Liberian Wave” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Catch a Liberian Wave” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Staying Clean, Staying 

Healthy.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and context 
to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and writing 
skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical features to 
appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze text content and 
share ideas, information, and messages with others • Predict outcomes 
and make judgments after careful evaluation of facts and issues • 
Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a sequence of 
symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize and read 
words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal comprehension of 
readings, through identification and analysis of main ideas and supporting 
details • Analyze text content and share ideas, information, and messages 
with others • Fluently read grade-level texts • Read grade-level text with 
speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to questions from texts read. 

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Make a story chart • Identify the 
problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write a story summary 
• Write sentences using spelling and sight words • Read diverse types 
of writings • Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea and facts in 
a nonfiction text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize the elements of 
diverse types of writings • Name and identify some types of adjectives 
• Form new words using some prefixes and suffixes • Form contractions 
• Write descriptive sentences • Demonstrate knowledge of new words • 
Read and analyze journals, articles, and other informational texts • Read 
nonfiction articles • Identify main idea of an article • Organize ideas for 
writing • Read words with variant word patterns • Identify the sequence 
of a text • Spell high-frequency and subject-related words • Demonstrate 
understanding of vocabulary and related subject words in context • 
Use charts and graphic organizers to add details to writings • Write 
independently • Read words with endings • Read diverse texts fluently • 
Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
20

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with -ing endings with 
no change to base word 
spelling

• Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words clean, 
dirty, germs, trash, raw, 
spread

• Read and comprehend 
“Staying Clean, Staying 
Healthy”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with -ing endings. We will also learn 

some new vocabulary words and read a new text together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Now we will learn 
about words with 
-ing endings. We add 
-ing to some words 
to show that an 
action is happening.

Point to cleaning. 
Underline ing. 

 Here I see -ing at 
the end of the base 
word clean. The 
word is cleaning. 

Repeat with cooking. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to cooking. 
Point under ing. 

 What ending do 
we see here? -ing. 
What is the base 
word? cook.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
cooking.

Repeat with pulling.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to pulling. Point 
under ing.  What 
ending do you see 
here? (-ing) What is 
the base word? (pull)

 Read the whole 
word. (pulling)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-ing

cleaning
cooking
pulling

pulling
washing
keeping
staying
jumping
growing
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
-ing ending. Watch 
and listen.

 The word is 
eating. I hear these 
sounds: /ē/–/t/–/ ĭng/. 

 The first sound 
is /ē/—and in this 
word it is spelled 
with ea. (Write ea.) 
The next sound is /t/. 
(Write t.) Lastly, I add 
the ending / ĭng/. 
(Write ing.)

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names: 

 e–a–t–i–n–g, 
eating. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the -ing 
ending together. 
I will say the word. 
We will listen to each 
sound. Then you will 
write the letters in 
your copybooks as 
I write them on the 
board. 

 The first word is 
eating. What sounds 
do we hear? /ē/–/t/– 
/ĭng/.

 Let’s write it: /ē/ 
(write ea), /t/ (write t), 
/ĭng/ (write ing). 
Check the students’ 
work.  

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): e–a–t–i–n–g, 
eating. 

Repeat with drinking 
and cooking.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word 
with the -ing ending. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks.

Dictate these words 
one at a time: 
cooking, playing, and 
taking.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words.

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. clean Point to clean.  This word is clean. Let’s read and spell 
it together: clean, c–l–e–a–n, clean. When something is 
clean, it doesn’t have any dirt on it. We can stay clean 
by washing our hands. Let’s pretend to wash our hands. 

2. dirty Point to dirty.  This word is dirty. Together: dirty, d–i–
r–t–y, dirty. Dirty means not clean. For example, trash is 
not clean. Trash is dirty. We throw trash away because 
trash is dirty. What other things are dirty?

3. germs Point to germs.  This word is germs. Together: germs, 
g–e–r–m–s, germs. Germs are tiny living things that can 
make us sick. When we are sick, we have germs inside 
us. When we are sick, we can give germs to others by 
sneezing and coughing. You should cover your mouth 
with your elbow when you cough or sneeze. Let’s cover 
our mouths like we have to sneeze. (Do the motions.)

4. trash Point to trash.  This word is trash. Together: trash, 
t–r–a–s–h, trash. Trash is all the things we throw away 
when we are finished using them. We throw trash away 
because it is dirty. What kinds of things do we throw in 
the garbage bin?

5. raw Point to raw.  This word is raw. Together: raw, r–a–w, 
raw. When something is raw, it has not been cooked. 
Meat is raw before we cook them. Eggs are raw before 
we cook them. What else is raw?

6. spread Point to spread.  This word is spread. Together: spread, 
s–p–r–e–a–d, spread. When we spread something, 
we make it go from one place to another. For example, 
we can spread germs by touching things, sneezing, or 
coughing. What can we do to stop the spread of germs?

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new text called “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy.” 

Please turn to page 59 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

1. clean
2. dirty
3. germs
4. trash
5. raw
6. spread

Staying C lean, Staying C lean, 
Staying HealthyStaying Healthy

Po
le

po
le

to
ch

an
 / 

D
re

am
st

im
e.

co
m

by Katherine Follett

It feels good to be clean. Staying 
clean also keeps you healthy! 
Getting germs inside your body 
can make you sick. Here’s how 
to stay clean and stay healthy. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 59Week 20

Let’s Read page 59
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• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the text will be about. 

Features of Text
 Nonfiction text tells us true information about something. Nonfiction 

texts have a main idea—what the text is mosly about—that is supported 
with true facts. 

 We can better understand what we read by answering Right There 
Questions and Think and Search Questions. We can also make Author 
and Me Inferences. When you make an Author and Me Inference, 
you figure something out that the author did not directly tell you. For 
example, if I read that a person goes to the bedroom, I can make an 
inference that the character is inside a home. I can figure this out even if 
the story does not directly tell me that the person is inside a home. Let’s 
read the text and answer questions and make inferences.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Right There Question: What happens when you get germs inside your 
body? (You can get sick.)

2. Think and Search Question: When should you wash your hands? 
(after touching raw meat and trash, using the toilet, touching animals; 
and before cooking, eating, or drinking water; when you’re around 
someone who is sick)

3. Author and Me Inference: What should you do after you cough or 
sneeze into your hands?  (Wash your hands.)

 4. The author used facts to explain ways that we can stay healthy. What 
are some of those ways? (We can stay healthy by washing our hands, 
taking out the trash, eating clean food, and drinking clean water.)

 5. What is the main idea of the text? (Staying clean makes you stay 
healthy.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 52 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 20 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. eating

2. drinking

3. cooking

4. playing

5. taking

6. head

7. bread

8. ready

9. heavy

10. healthy

11. clean

12. dirty

13. germs

14. trash

15. raw

16. spread

52 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 52

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 25



Week 
20

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with the 

-ing ending that have a 
silent e

• Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
vocabulary words beach, 
fresh air, relax, waves, 
surfing, trash

• Listen to and comprehend 
“Living Near the Beach” 

• Use a Story Map to write 
a class story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with the -ing ending. We will learn 

some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then we 
will use a Story Map to write a class story.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Yesterday we 
learned about words 
ending in -ing. Today 
we are going to learn 
about adding -ing 
to words that end 
in silent e. When we 
add -ing to a base 
word with silent e, 
we first take away 
the e, and then add 
-ing. 

Point to take. 
Underline e.  Here 
I see silent e at the 
end of the base 
word take. Before 
I add -ing, I first take 
away the e. (Point 
to taking.) The new 
word is taking. 

Repeat with 
use/using.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to use.  What 
is the base word? 
use. (Point under e.) 
What letter do we 
see here? Silent e. 

 How do we 
change use to using? 
Take away the e and 
add -ing. 

Point to using. 
 Let’s read the new 

word together: using. 

Repeat with making 
and leaving. 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to leave. 
 What is the base 

word? leave. (Point 
under e at the end.) 
What letter do you 
see here? (silent e) 

 How do you 
change leave to 
leaving? (take away 
the e and add -ing) 

 Read the new 
word. (leaving)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” 
on page 59 in Let’s Read and find words with the -ing endings in the text 
(e.g., staying, getting, taking, cooking, drinking). Write the words on the 
board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-ing words with 
silent e

take
taking

use
using

make
making

leave
leaving

leave
leaving

give
giving

like
liking

chase
chasing

live
living
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ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words.

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. beach  Beach. A beach is a sandy place of land next to the 
ocean. We go to the beach when we want to swim in 
the ocean. Sometimes we pick up shells on the beach. 
Let’s pretend that we are picking up shells on the 
beach. (Do the motions.)

2.  fresh 
air

 Fresh air. We go to the beach to get some fresh air. 
The air that blows from the ocean is fresh and clean. It 
is nice to go by the ocean and breathe in the fresh air. 
Let’s pretend that we are at the ocean breathing in the 
fresh air.

3. relax  Relax. To relax means to be calm and not worry. It 
means to rest and put away your troubles. One place 
we can go to relax is at the beach. How do you relax? 
Make a sentence with relax for us.

4. waves  Waves. The water in the ocean comes up on to the 
beach in waves and makes a relaxing sound. Waves 
can change from high waves to low waves. Use your 
arm to move up and down like waves. (Do the motions.) 

5. surfing  Surfing. To go surfing is to ride waves as they come 
to the beach. You can go surfing by standing or riding 
on a board or just by lying on the waves with your 
body. Let’s pretend we are standing on a board and 
surfing on the waves. (Do the motions.) 

6. trash  Trash. Trash is all the things we throw away when 
we are finished using them. We throw trash away 
because it is dirty. What kinds of things do we throw 
in the garbage bin? (Help individuals respond in well-
formed sentences using trash.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new story called “Living Near the 

Beach.” Please turn to page 256 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find any vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the story will be about.

Living Near the Beach 

Let’s Read, Grade 2256 Week 20

beach  fresh air  relax  waves  
surfing  trash

Week 
20

Let’s Read page 256
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Features of Text

 Remember that we can better understand what we read by 
answering Right There Questions and Think and Search Questions. We 
can also make Author and Me Inferences to better understand a text. 
When you make an Author and Me Inference, you figure something out 
about the story that the author did not directly tell you. Today’s story is 
about living near the beach. As I read the story, listen to find the main 
idea and facts that support the main idea. Then we’ll answer questions 
and make inferences.

DURING READING
Read the story aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Living Near the Beach 
by Ruby T. Martin

Liberia has many beautiful golden, sandy beaches. People who 
live near these beaches have lots of things to enjoy. Akeelah and 
her mother live near one of these beaches. They love the fresh air 
and the sunshine. Akeelah’s grandmother catches fish from the 
lagoon. Akeelah collects seashells from the beach and sells them 
to pay her school fees. After school, Akeelah and her friends often 
go for a walk or play football on the beach. When the waves are 
low, they go swimming. When the waves are high, they watch the 
surfers surfing. The beach helps them relax and forget about their 
worries. Sometimes people leave trash on the beach. Akeelah and 
her friends always pick up the trash and throw it in the garbage bin. 
They want to keep their beach clean and beautiful so that everyone 
can enjoy its benefits. The beach is a wonderful place for fresh air 
and exercise.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Right There Question: Why does Akeelah collect seashells from the 
beach and sell them? (to pay for her school fees)

2. Think and Search Question: What do Akeelah and her friends do at 
the beach? (They go for a walk or play football on the beach. They go 
swimming. They watch the surfers surfing. They pick up the trash and 
throw it in the garbage bin.)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do Akeelah and her friends only swim 
when the waves are low? (It is safer/easier to swim in low waves than 
in high waves.)

4. What facts–supporting details–does the author use to explain why 
people enjoy living on or near the beach? Think about what Akeelah, 
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her grandmother, and Akeelah’s friends enjoy about the beach. (People 
like the fresh air and sunshine. They enjoy fishing in the lagoon. They can 
collect and sell seashells. People can walk, play, swim, and surf at the 
beach. The beach helps people relax and forget about their worries.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (People enjoy the beach for many 
reasons.) 

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant from Week 19 (as shown at 
the right) on the wall. 

 Let’s review our chant. Stand up. Say the chant one line at a 
time. Have students repeat each line after you. Make motions for 
time and problem.

 Draw a blank Story Map as shown at the right on the board. 
We are going to begin writing a new story today. I have an 
idea for a story we could write together. First, we need a 
problem. Write the problem on the Story Map: A bird is searching 
everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find water, 
it is in a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to 
drink it. Draw a picture of a bird next to a half-full pot of water.
Who is the character in the story? Call on a student to answer. 
A bird. Write a bird in the Character box on the Story Map. 

 Now, here’s a solution to the problem. The water rises to the 
top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink. Write the solution on 
the Story Map. Draw a pot of water with stones up to the top of 
the pot.

 How did the water rise to the top? Call on 1–2 students to guess the 
answer. We will talk about the answers the next time we write.

Title: 

Character: a bird

Setting: 

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: 

Save the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant and the Story Map for Shared Writing, 
Week 20, Day 4.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 53 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may 
also go over the worksheet together during Phonics class. 

Week 20 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Match the base word on the left to its +ing form on 
the right.

1. make joking

2. step growing

3. clean hugging

4. joke stepping

5. grow making

6. wash cleaning

7. hug patting

8. pat washing

9. shine using

10. use shining

Directions: Write a sentence using one of the words. 

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������
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Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? It has characters.

How do you know? A setting: place or time.

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? A problem and solution.

How do you know? A plot: what happens.

Title: 

Characters: 

Setting: 

Problem: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Solution:

Lesson: 
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Week 
20

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ea as /ē/ and ea 
as /ĕ/

• Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words clean, 
dirty, germs, trash, raw, 
spread

• Read and comprehend 
“Staying Clean, Staying 
Healthy”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the letters ea. We will also 

review our vocabulary words and read “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” 
together again.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point in turn under 
ea, ea.  We learned 
that the vowel team 
ea makes the sound 
/ē/. Today we will 
learn a new sound 
for the vowel team 
ea. In some words ea 
together make the 
sound /ĕ/. 

Point to clean. 
Underline ea.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
ea. In this word, 
the vowel team ea 
makes the sound 
/ē/. The word is 
/k/–/l/–/ē/–/n/, clean. 

Point to healthy. 
Underline ea.  Here 
I see a vowel team 
ea. In this word, 
the vowel team ea 
makes the sound 
/ĕ/. The word is 
/h/–/ĕ/–/l/–/th/–/ē/, 
healthy.

Repeat with meat and 
bread.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point in turn under 
ea, ea.  Say the 
sounds with me: /ē/, 
/ĕ/.  

Point to meat. Point 
under ea.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ea.

 In this word, 
what sound does ea 
make? /ē/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/m/–/ē/–/t/, meat. 

Point to bread. Point 
under ea.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ea.

 In this word, 
what sound does ea 
make? /ĕ/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/b/–/r/–/ĕ/–/d/, 
bread. 

Repeat with eat and 
head.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point in turn under 
ea, ea.  Say the 
sounds. (/ē/, /ĕ/)

Point to head. Point 
under ea.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (ea)

 What sound does 
ea make in this 
word? (/ĕ/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/h/–/ĕ/–/d/, 
head)

Tell the students 
that ea makes the 
sound /ĕ/ in all of the 
remaining words. 
Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

ea  ea

clean
healthy

meat
bread

eat
head

head
dead
ready
heavy

spread
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
vowel team ea that 
make the short /ĕ/ 
sound. Watch and 
listen. 

 The word is ready. 
I hear 4 sounds: 
/r/–/ĕ/–/d/–/ē/. 

 The first sound is 
/r/. (Write r.) The next 
sound is /ĕ/. I know 
this word spells the 
short /ĕ/ sound with 
the vowel team ea. 
(Write ea.) The third 
sound is /d/. (Write 
d.) The last sound 
is /ē/. The letter y 
makes the /ē/ sound 
at the end of a word. 
(Write y.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  

 r–e–a–d–y, ready.

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the vowel 
team ea. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word 
is ready. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/r/–/ĕ/–/d/–/ē/. And 
we know that the 
vowel team ea in 
this word sounds like 
short /ĕ/.

 Let’s write it: /r/ 
(write r), /ĕ/—and 
we know that it is 
spelled ea in this 
word (write ea), /d/ 
(write d), /ē/—and 
we know that it is 
spelled with y in this 
word (write y). Check 
the students’ work.

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): r–e–a–d–y, 
ready. 

Repeat with head 
and bread.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the vowel team ea 
that makes the short 
/ĕ/ sound. Listen to 
each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: bread, 
heavy, and healthy. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words.

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. clean Point to clean.  Read the word: (clean). When 
something is clean, it doesn’t have any dirt on it. We can 
stay clean by washing our hands. Let’s pretend to wash 
our hands.

2. dirty Point to dirty.  Read the word: (dirty). Dirty means not 
clean. For example, trash is not clean. Trash is dirty. We 
throw trash away because trash is dirty. What other 
things are dirty? 

3. germs Point to germs.  Read the word: (germs). Germs are tiny 
living things that can make us sick. When we are sick, we 
have germs inside us. When we are sick, we can give germs 
to others by sneezing and coughing. You should cover your 
mouth with your elbow when you cough or sneeze. Let’s 
cover our mouths like we have to sneeze. (Do the motions.)

4. trash Point to trash.  Read the word: (trash). Trash is all the 
things we throw away when we are finished using them. 
We throw trash away because it is dirty. What kinds of 
things do we throw in the garbage bin?

5. raw Point to raw.  Read the word: (raw). When something is 
raw, it has not been cooked. Meat is raw before we cook it. 
Eggs are raw before we cook them. What else is raw? (Help 
individuals respond in well-formed sentences using raw.)

6. spread Point to spread.  Read the word: (spread). When we 
spread something, we make it go from one place to 
another. For example, we can spread germs by touching 
things, sneezing, or coughing. What can we do to stop 
the spread of germs?

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” again. Please turn to 

page 59 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text.

1. clean
2. dirty
3. germs
4. trash
5. raw
6. spread

Staying C lean, Staying C lean, 
Staying HealthyStaying Healthy

Po
le

po
le

to
ch

an
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st
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e.

co
m

by Katherine Follett

It feels good to be clean. Staying 
clean also keeps you healthy! 
Getting germs inside your body 
can make you sick. Here’s how 
to stay clean and stay healthy. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 59Week 20

Let’s Read page 59
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Features of Text

 Remember that this text is nonfiction. What does nonfiction text tell 
us? (true information about something) What is the main idea of a text? 
(what the text is mostly about) What are facts in a text? (true details that 
support the main idea) 

 What can we do to better understand what we read? (answer Right 
There Questions and Think and Search Questions; make Author and Me 
Inferences) What is a Right There Question? (Words in the question match 
words in the text.) What is a Think and Search Question? (The answer is 
in the text, but you have to search other sentences and think about details 
to answer the question.) What is an Author and Me Inference? (when 
you figure something out about the story that the author did not directly 
tell you) Let’s read the text again to find the main idea and facts, then  
answer questions and make inferences.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: What happens when you get germs inside your 
body? (You can get sick.)

2. Think and Search Question: When should you wash your hands? 
(after touching raw meat and trash, using the toilet, touching animals; 
and before cooking, eating, or drinking water; when you’re around 
someone who is sick)

3. Author and Me Inference: What should you do after you cough or 
sneeze into your hands? (Wash your hands.)

4. The author used facts to explain ways that we can stay healthy. What 
are some of those ways? (We can stay healthy by washing our hands, 
taking out the trash, eating clean food, and drinking clean water.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (Staying clean makes you stay 
healthy.)

6. What kinds of things do you do every day to stay clean and healthy? 
(Answers will vary.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 52 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Week 20 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. eating

2. drinking

3. cooking

4. playing

5. taking

6. head

7. bread

8. ready

9. heavy

10. healthy

11. clean

12. dirty

13. germs

14. trash

15. raw

16. spread
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Week 
20

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Review words with 

contractions n’t, ’s, ’re
• Read fluently “Staying 

Clean, Staying Heathy” 
• Listen to and 

comprehend “Living 
Near the Beach” 

• Use a Story Map to write 
a class story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review some words with contractions. You will read with 

your partner. I will read “Living Near the Beach” to you again. Then we will 
continue using a Story Map to write our class story.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point in turn to n’t, 
’s, and ’re.  We 
learned about the 
contraction n’t. 
Today we will learn 
about ’s, and ’re. 
Remember that 
a contraction is a 
shorter way to write 
or say two words. 

Point to it is.  These 
words are it and is. 

Point to it’s. Underline 
’s.  Here I see an 
apostrophe and 
the letter s. Here 
the apostrophe 
shows that we have 
shortened the word 
is. We have also 
taken away the 
space between it 
and is and made 
them one word. The 
new word is it’s. It’s 
is a shorter way to 
say it is.

Repeat with you are 
and you’re. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to you are. 
 Read these words 

with me: you, are. 

Point to you’re. Point 
under ’re.  What 
do we see here? An 
apostrophe and the 
letters re. What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
are. Read the new 
word with me: 
you’re. 

 You’re is a shorter 
way to say what? 
You are.

Repeat with here is 
and here’s.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to here is. 
 Read these words. 

(here, is)

Point to here’s. Point 
under ’s.  What do 
you see here? (an 
apostrophe and the 
letter s) What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
(is) Read the new 
word. (here’s) Here’s 
is a shorter way to 
say what? (here is)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” 
on page 59 in Let’s Read and find words with contractions (e.g., here’s, 
you’re, shouldn’t, aren’t, it’s, don’t, who’s). Write the words on the board 
as they find them. Note: the apostrophe in people’s is a possessive and 
not a contraction.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

n’t  ’s  ’re

it is
it’s

you are
you’re

here is
here’s

here is
here’s

they are
they’re

do not
don’t

who is
who’s

Staying C lean, Staying C lean, 
Staying HealthyStaying Healthy

Po
le

po
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by Katherine Follett

It feels good to be clean. Staying 
clean also keeps you healthy! 
Getting germs inside your body 
can make you sick. Here’s how 
to stay clean and stay healthy. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 59Week 20  
Let’s Read page 59
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READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the text “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” with your 

partner. Please turn to page 59 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to take 
turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class. 

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the story “Living Near the Beach” again. 

Please turn to page 256 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., beach, fresh air, relax, waves, surfing, trash. 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture.

Features of Text
 What can we do to better understand what we read? (answer Right 

There Questions and Think and Search Questions; make Author and Me 
Inferences) Today’s text is about living near the beach. Let’s listen to the 
text again to find the main idea and facts, then answer questions and 
make inferences.

DURING READING
Read the story twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning.

 Living Near the Beach  
by Ruby T. Martin

Liberia has many beautiful golden, sandy beaches. People who 
live near these beaches have lots of things to enjoy. Akeelah 
and her mother live near one of these beaches. They love the 
fresh air and the sunshine. Akeelah’s grandmother catches fish 
from the lagoon. Akeelah collects seashells from the beach and 
sells them to pay her school fees. After school, Akeelah and her 
friends often go for a walk or play football on the beach. When 
the waves are low, they go swimming. When the waves are high, 
they watch the surfers surfing. The beach helps them relax and 
forget about their worries. Sometimes people leave trash on the 
beach. Akeelah and her friends always pick up the trash and 
throw it in the garbage bin. They want to keep their beach clean 
and beautiful so that everyone can enjoy its benefits. The beach 
is a wonderful place for fresh air and exercise.

Staying C lean, Staying C lean, 
Staying HealthyStaying Healthy

Po
le
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by Katherine Follett

It feels good to be clean. Staying 
clean also keeps you healthy! 
Getting germs inside your body 
can make you sick. Here’s how 
to stay clean and stay healthy. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 59Week 20

Let’s Read page 59

Living Near the Beach 

Let’s Read, Grade 2256 Week 20

beach  fresh air  relax  waves  
surfing  trash

Week 
20

Let’s Read page 256
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AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Right There Question: Why does Akeelah collect seashells from the 
beach and sell them? (to pay for her school fees)

2. Think and Search Question: What do Akeelah and her friends do at 
the beach? (They go for a walk or play football on the beach. They go 
swimming. They watch the surfers surfing. They pick up the trash and 
throw it in the garbage bin.)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do Akeelah and her friends only swim 
when the waves are low? (It is safer/easier to swim in low waves than 
in high waves.)

4. What facts—supporting details—does the author use to explain why 
people enjoy living on or near the beach? Think about what Akeelah, 
her grandmother, and Akeelah’s friends enjoy about the beach. (People 
like the fresh air and sunshine. They enjoy fishing in the lagoon. They can 
collect and sell seashells. People can walk, play, swim, and surf at the 
beach. The beach helps people relax and forget about their worries.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (People enjoy the beach for many 
reasons.) 

6. Do you like to go to the beach? Why or why not? (Answers will vary.)

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” 
chant from Week 19 (as shown at 
the right) on the board.

 Let’s say the “Yes, Ma’am/
Yes, Sir” chant again. Remember, 
chants help us learn the words 
we need to know so that we can 
write. Stand up. Say the chant 
one line at a time. Have students 
repeat each line after you. Make 
motions for words like tapping left wrist for time and shrugging shoulders 
while lifting palms up for problem. Have students repeat the motions.

Tape the Story Map that you started on Day 2 (shown below) on the board or 
on the wall.

Title: 

Character: a bird

Setting: 

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: 

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? It has characters.

How do you know? A setting: place or time.

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

Is this a story? Yes, Ma’am!/Yes, Sir!

How do you know? A problem and solution.

How do you know? A plot: what happens.
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 Today we will continue writing our story together. Let’s review the 

problem. Point to the problem on the Story Map. A bird is searching 
everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in a pot 
that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it. 

 Who is the character in the story? Call on 1 student to answer. Yes, a bird.

 What is the solution to the problem? Call on 2–3 students. Point to the 
solution on the Story Map. The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird 
is able to drink. 

 Now that we have the character, a problem, and a solution, we can 
write the plot, or what happens in the story. What do you think happens 
first? How can the bird get the water in the pot to rise higher? Call on 1–2 
students to guess. If they need help, draw a picture of small stones next to 
the half-full pot of water. Next to the picture, write: The bird sees stones next 
to the half-full pot of water.

 What do you think happens next? Call on 1–2 students to answer. If they 
need help guessing, help them by drawing a picture of a bird with a stone in 
its beak. Next to the picture, write: The bird picks up stones in its beak one by 
one and places them in the water pot.

 What do you think happens after that? Call on 1–2 students to answer. 
If they need help, draw a bird next to the pot that is now full of stones. The 
water is to the top of the pot. Next to the picture, write: Now the pot is full 
of stones, and the water rises to the top of the pot. The bird solved the 
problem. The bird put stones in the pot to make the water rise so that the 
bird could drink.

 Next week we will continue writing our story.

Title: 

Character: a bird

Setting: 

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: The bird sees stones next to the half-full pot of water.

Event 2: The bird picks up the stones in its beak one by one and places them in the water pot.

Event 3: Now the pot is full of stones, and the water rises to the top of the pot.

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: 

Save the “Yes, Ma’am/Yes, Sir” chant and Story Map for Shared Writing, 
Week 21, Day 2.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 54 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” aloud to someone at home. Also remind 
students to study their spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow. 

Directions: Choose the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the word on the line. Read the sentence aloud.

1. There was a         bug on the desk.  
 (die, dead)

2. He held his         and jumped in the sea. 
 (breath, blink)

3. The hot sun made us        . 
 (sweet, sweat)

4. Mom will ������������ out the oranges on the bench. 
 (spell, spread)

5. She needs green ������������ for her dress. 
 (three, thread)

6. Put your shoes on and be ���������� to go.  
 (ready, heavy)

Directions: Write a sentence using the word head. Draw a picture to 
go with your sentence.

Week 20 Day 4 Homework

dead
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Week 
20

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the 

week. Then you will practice reading words and stories.

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

First, write these words in your copybook. 

1. eating, 2. drinking, 3. cooking, 4. playing, 5. taking, 6. clean, 7. dirty, 
8. germs, 9. trash, 10. raw, 11. spread, 12. head, 13. bread, 14. ready, 
15. heavy

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” on 
page 59 in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each 
other and help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read 
the text 3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously 
seen text in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “Catch a Liberian Wave” on page 195 
in Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to 
read the text aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the text 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with  
you. Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page  
at the right.
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Point in turn to -ing, 
ea, ’s, ’re.  This 
week, we learned 
about adding -ing 
to base words to 
show that an action 
is happening. 
We learned that 
sometimes the vowel 
team ea makes the 
sound /ĕ/. We also 
learned some new 
contractions with ’s, 
and ’re.

Point to take. 
Underline e.  Here 
I see a silent e at the 
end of the base word 
take. Before I add 
-ing, I take away the 
e. (Point to taking.) 
The new word is 
taking. 

Point to spread. 
Underline ea.  Here 
I see a vowel team 
ea. In this word, 
the vowel team ea 
makes the sound 
/ĕ/. The word is 
/s/–/p/–/r/–/ē/–/d/, 
spread.

Point to who is. 
 These words are it 

and is. (Point to who’s. 
Underline ’s.) Here I 
see an apostrophe 
and the letter s. 
Here the apostrophe 
shows that we have 
shortened the word 
is. We have also 
taken away the 
space between who 
and is and made 
them one word. The 
new word is who’s. 
Who’s is a shorter 
way to say who is.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to take.  What 
is the base word? 
take. (Point under e.) 
What letter do we 
see here? Silent e. 
How do we change 
take to taking? Take 
away the e and 
add -ing. (Point to 
taking.) Let’s read the 
new word together: 
taking. 

Point to spread.  
Point under ea.  

 What letters do we 
see here? ea. In this 
word, what sound 
does ea make? /ĕ/. 
Let’s read the whole 
word together: 
/s/–/p/–/r/–/ĕ/–/d/, 
spread. 

Point to who is. 
 Read these words 

with me: who, is. 
(Point to who’s. Point 
under ’s.) What do 
we see here? An 
apostrophe and the 
letter s. What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
is. Read the new 
word with me: who’s. 
Who’s is a shorter 
way to say what? 
Who is.

Repeat with leave, 
leaving; healthy; you 
are, you’re.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to leave. 
 What is the base 

word? (leave) (Point 
under e at the end.) 
What letter do you 
see here? (silent e) 
How do you change 
leave to leaving? 
(take away the e and 
add -ing) Read the 
whole word. (leaving)

Point to healthy. 
Point under ea. 

 What letters do 
you see here? (ea) 
What sound does 
ea make in this 
word? (/ĕ/) Read 
the whole word. 
(/h/–/ĕ/–/l/–/th/–/ē/, 
healthy)

Point to you are. 
 Read these words. 

(you, are) Point to 
you’re. Point under 
’re. What do you see 
here? (an apostrophe 
and the letters re) 
What word have we 
shortened with the 
apostrophe? (are) 
Read the new word. 
(you’re) Here’s is a 
shorter way to say 
what? (you are)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

take 
taking

spread

who is 
who’s

leave 
leaving

healthy

you are 
you’re

leave 
leaving

healthy

you are 
you’re

make 
making

ready

it is 
it’s

-ing  ea  ’s  ’re
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2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T27 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students. 

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “Catch a Liberian Wave” on page 195 in 
Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the text aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly 
and fluently.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” on page 59 in 
Let’s Read.

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” on 
page 59 in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each 
other 3 times and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish 
early, they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read.

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home. 
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Week 21 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 

pages 42–45
Tuesday (Day 2) 

pages 46–49
Wednesday (Day 3) 

pages 50–53
Thursday (Day 4) 

pages 54–57
Friday (Day 5) 
pages 58–60

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with 
soft c.

Read words with soft 
g/dg.

Read words with soft 
c and soft g/dg.

Read words with al/
all.

• Quiz
•  Differentiated 

review
Spelling

face, circle, pencil, 
rice, dance

age, page, bridge, 
large, judge

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

game, pole, rope, 
center, edge, dodge

game, pole, rope, 
center, edge, dodge

Reading 
Comprehension

“Fun and Games” “Fun and Games” Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Fun and 
Games”

Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
support, score, goal, 
equal, draw

Read-Aloud
“The Game of 
Football”

“The Game of 
Football”

Shared Writing
Use a Story Map to 
write a class story.

Use a Story Map to 
write a class story.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

•  Page 56 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Fun and Games”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

•  Page 57 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Fun and Games”
• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Fun and 
Games.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Fun and Games.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Red Rover” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Red Rover” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Fun and Games.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Fun and Games.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants 
• Read words with varied word patterns • Make a story chart • Identify 
the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write a story 
summary • Write sentences using spelling and sight words • Read 
diverse types of writings • Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea 
and facts in a nonfiction text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize 
the elements of diverse types of writings • Name and identify some 
types of adjectives • Form new words using some prefixes and suffixes 
• Form contractions • Write descriptive sentences • Demonstrate 
knowledge of new words • Read and analyze journals, articles, and 
other informational texts • Read nonfiction articles • Identify main idea 
of an article • Organize ideas for writing • Read words with variant 
word patterns • Spell high-frequency and subject-related words 
• Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and related subject words 
in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to add details to writings 
• Write independently • Read words with endings • Read diverse texts 
fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
21

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with the soft c sound
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words game, pole, 
rope, center, edge, 
dodge

• Read and comprehend 
“Fun and Games”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the soft c sound. We will also 

learn some new vocabulary words and read a new text together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 We know that 
the letter c usually 
makes the sound 
/k/. Today we will 
learn about the soft 
c sound. When the 
letter c comes before 
the letters e or i, it 
makes the soft c 
sound, /s/.

Point to circle. 
Underline the ci.  

 Here I see the 
letter c before the 
letter i. When c 
comes before i, it 
makes the soft c 
sound, /s/. (Point to 
the second c.) This 
c does not come 
before e or i, so it 
makes its normal 
sound, /k/. The word 
is /s/–/ŭr/–/k/–/əl/,  
circle. 

Repeat with place. 
Note that place ends 
with the silent e, so 
the letter a makes the 
sound /ā/.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to place. Point 
under ce.  What 
letters do we see 
here? c before e. 

 In this word, what 
sound does the letter 
c make? /s/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/p/–/l/–/ā/–/s/, place. 

Repeat with dance. 
Tell students that the 
e is silent. 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to dance. Point 
under ce.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (c before e) 

 In this word, what 
sound does the letter 
c make? (/s/) 

 Read the whole 
word. (/d/–/ă/–/n/–/s/, 
dance) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

soft c 

circle
place
dance 

dance
center
spice

bounce
race
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with soft 
c, which makes the 
sound /s/. Watch and 
listen.

 The word is face. 
I hear 3 sounds: 
/f/–/ā/–/s/, and I 
know it has a soft c 
and ends with the 
silent e. 

 The first sound is 
/f/. (Write f.) The next 
sound is /ā/, just 
like the name of the 
letter a. (Write a.) The 
third sound is /s/— 
and in this word it is 
spelled with the soft 
c. (Write c.) Lastly, 
I add the silent e. 
(Write e.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  f–a–c–e, 
face. 

Repeat with circle. 

Erase the words.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the soft 
c together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word 
is circle. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/s/–/ŭr/–/k/–/əl/. 

 Let’s write it: /s/, 
and in this word it is 
spelled with the soft 
c (write c), /ŭr/, and in 
this word it is spelled 
with ir (write ir), /k/ 
(write c), /əl/ (write le). 
Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): c–i–r–c–l–e, 
circle. 

Repeat with pencil. 

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the soft c making the 
/s/ sound. Listen to 
each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: pencil, 
rice, and dance. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. game Point to game.  This word is game. Let’s read and spell 
it together: game, g–a–m–e, game. A game is a kind of 
play or sport. Football is a game. What other games do 
you like to play? (Help individuals respond in well-formed 
sentences using game.)

2. pole Point to pole.  This word is pole. Together: pole, p–o–l–e, 
pole. A pole is a long stick, usually stuck in the ground to 
hold up something. For example, flags fly on top of poles. 
Turn to page 64 in Let’s Read and find the pole in the 
pictures. Point to the pole and say “This is a pole.”

3. rope Point to rope.  This word is rope. Together: rope, r–o–p–e, 
rope. A rope is strong and thick line made with string or 
plants twisted together. Find a rope in the pictures. …  
What are some other ways people use ropes? (Help 
individuals respond in well-formed sentences using rope.)

4. center Point to center.  This word is center. Together: center, c–e–
n–t–e–r, center. The center is the middle of something, like 
a circle. Let’s stand up and make a circle with one person in 
the center of the circle. (Do the motions.)

5. edge Point to edge.  This word is edge. Together: edge, 
e–d–g–e, edge. The edge is the part of something that 
is the farthest away from the center. If I sit on the edge 
of my bed, I’m sitting on the end of it that is far from the 
center. Let’s stand up again and make a circle with one 
person in the center. Let’s now have that person move to 
the edge of the circle. (Do the motions.)

6. dodge Point to dodge.  This word is dodge. Together: dodge, 
d–o–d–g–e, dodge. When we dodge something, we are 
making a quick movement to get away from something. 
In lapa or dodgeball, players dodge the ball. Stand up and 
make a move as if you are dodging a ball. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new text called “Fun and Games.” Please turn to 

page 64 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

1. game
2. pole
3. rope
4. center
5. edge
6. dodge

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.

Lu
ci

an
 C

om
an

 / 
D

re
am

st
im

e.
co

m

Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21

Let’s Read page 64
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• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the text will be about. 

Features of Text
 Today’s text is nonfiction. Remember that nonfiction text tells us true 

information about something. Nonfiction texts have a main idea that 
is supported with facts. The main idea is what the text is mostly about. 
Facts are true details that support the main idea.

 Also remember that we can better understand what we read by answering 
Right There Questions and Think and Search Questions and by making 
Author and Me Inferences. Let’s read the text to find the main idea and facts 
that support the main idea. We’ll also answer questions and make inferences.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word as 

they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Think and Search Question: What sorts of games do people play? 
(board games, clapping games, guessing games, jumping games, 
chasing games, and games with balls)

2. Right There Question: Even though children in Liberia and America 
live far away from each other, what do they do that is the same? 
(They play some of the same games.)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do children in Liberia and America 
play some of the same kinds of games? (Children in Liberia and 
America think those games are fun.)

4. What facts does the author use to explain why people all over the world 
play games? (There are many different types of games. Children in Liberia 
and America think that some of the same types of games are fun to play.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (People like to play games all 
around the world. ) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 55 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences. 

Week 21 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. face

2. rice

3. circle

4. pencil

5. dance

6. age

7. page

8. large

9. judge

10. bridge

11. game

12. pole

13. rope

14. center

15. edge

16. dodge

55Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 55

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.
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Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21

Let’s Read page 64
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Week 
21

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with the soft 

g/dg sound
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words 
support, score, goal, 
equal, draw

• Listen to and 
comprehend “The Game 
of Football” 

• Use a Story Map to write 
a class story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some words with the soft g sound. We will learn 

some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new text to you. Then we 
will continue to work on our class story.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Yesterday we 
learned about the 
soft c, which makes 
the sound /s/. Today 
we are going to learn 
about the soft g and 
dg. We know that 
the letter g usually 
makes the sound /g/. 
When the letters g 
or dg come before 
the letters e or i, they 
often make the soft g 
sound, /j/.

Point to germ. 
Underline ge.  

 Here I see the letter 
g before the letter e. 
When g comes before 
e, it often makes the 
soft g sound, /j/. This 
word is /j/–/ŭr/–/m/, 
germ.

Point to dodge. 
Underline dge.  

 Here I see the 
letters dg before the 
letter e. When dg 
comes before e,  
it makes the soft 
g sound, /j/. In this 
word, the letter e is 
silent. This word is 
/d/–/ŏ/–/j/, dodge.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to germ. Point 
under ge.  What 
letters do we see 
here? g before e. 

 In this word, what 
sound does the letter 
g make? /j/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/j/–/ŭr/–/m/, germ. 

Repeat with dodge, 
gentle, and edge. 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to edge. Point 
under dge.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (dg before e)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
dg make? (/j/) 

 Read the whole 
word. (/ĕ/–/j/, edge) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Time permitting, have students turn to “Fun and Games” on page 64 in 
Let’s Read and find words with the soft c and soft g/dg sounds  
(e.g., circle, center, places, dodge, edge, dodgeball). Write the words on 
the board as they find them. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

germ
dodge
gentle
edge

edge
danger
judge
age

bridge

FPO

soft g/dg

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.
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Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21  
Let’s Read page 64
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ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. support  Support. When you support someone, you help them 
with something. In the game of football, the players 
support or help each other in order to make a goal 
and win. We support our friends when they need our 
help. How do you support your friends or family? (Help 
individuals respond in well-formed sentences using 
support.)

2. score  Score. When you score, you make points in a game. 
In football, players score points when they kick the ball 
into the net of the other team. How do you score points 
in other games? (Help individuals respond in well-formed 
sentences using score.)

3. goal  Goal. In a game like football, a goal is when you 
score a point. Show me how you feel when your team 
scores a goal. (Do the motions.)

4. equal  Equal. When things are equal, they are the same in 
number or size. When we share food with our friends, 
we try to give everyone an equal share, or the same 
number. Let’s stand up and make two equal groups of 
students. (Do the motions.)

5. draw  Draw. A draw happens when two people or teams 
play a game to the end and their final scores are the 
same or equal. For example, if both teams each score 
1 goal, the game ends in a draw. 

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new text called “The Game of Football.” 

Please turn to page 257 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find any vocabulary words in the picture.

• predict what they think the text will be about.

The Game of Football

Let’s Read, Grade 2 257Week 21

support  score  goal  
equal  draw 

Week 
21

Let’s Read page 257
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Features of Text

 Today’s text is nonfiction. Nonfiction text tells us true information 
about something. Remember that nonfiction texts have a main idea that 
is supported with facts.

 Also remember that we can better understand what we read by 
answering Right There Questions and Think and Search Questions and 
by making Author and Me Inferences. Yesterday we read the nonfiction 
text “Fun and Games” about games children play. Today’s nonfiction text 
is about football. As I read the text, listen for the main idea and facts that 
support the main idea. Then we will answer questions and make inferences.

DURING READING
Read the text aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 The Game of Football 
by Lawrence W. Peters

Football, also called soccer, is a game played between two teams 
kicking a ball. The game is played for 90 minutes. Each team is 
made up of 11 players: a goalkeeper who stops the ball from entering 
the goal, players who support other players, and players who score 
a goal. The goalkeeper uses both feet and hands to stop the ball 
from entering the goal. None of the players can use their hands. 
Some players try to stop the other team from scoring a goal. They 
are called defenders. Other players try to put the ball in the goal of 
the other team. They are called forwards, or strikers. The team that 
scores the most goals wins the game. If both teams fail to score, or 
score an equal number of goals, then the game ends in a draw. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: The game of football is played for how long? 
(90 minutes)

2. Think and Search Question: Which player or players on a football 
team can touch the ball with their hands? (only the goalkeeper)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do defenders try to stop the other 
team from scoring a goal? (so the other team will not get more points 
than the defenders’ team; so the other team will not win)

4. The author used facts to describe the different players on a soccer 
or football team. Who are the different players and what do they do? 
(There is a goalkeeper who stops the ball from entering the goal. There 
are defenders who try to stop the other team. There are forwards, or 
strikers, who try to make goals for their team.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (how to play football) 
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the Story Map as shown below on the board or on the wall.

Title: 

Character: a bird

Setting: 

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: The bird sees stones next to the half-full pot of water.

Event 2: The bird picks up the stones in its beak one by one and places them in the water pot.

Event 3: Now the pot is full of stones, and the water rises to the top of the pot.

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: 

 Today we will continue adding to our Story Map. Let’s review what 
happens in our story. What are the things that happen in a story called? 
Things that happen in a story are called the plot. Now what happens first 
in our story? Point to Event 1 on the Story Map. The bird sees stones next to 
the half-full pot of water.

Title: 

Character: a bird

Setting: (determined by the class)

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: The bird sees stones next to the half-full pot of water.

Event 2: The bird picks up the stones in its beak one by one and places them in the water pot.

Event 3: Now the pot is full of stones, and the water rises to the top of the pot.

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: The bird never gives up. He keeps working until he can drink the water.

 What happens next? Point to Event 2. The bird picks up the stones in its 
beak one by one and places them in the water pot.

 And then what happens? Point to Event 3. Now the pot is full of stones, 
and the water rises to the top of the pot.

 We have not yet added a setting. Do you remember what the setting of 
a story is? Call on 1–2 students to answer. The setting is where and when a 
story takes place. Call on 1–2 students to suggest a the setting for this story. 
Then have the students vote on which setting to put on the Story Map. 

 Many stories teach us lessons. What do we learn from this story? If 
students need help figuring out the lesson ask: Does the bird get the water? 
Does the bird ever give up? In the Lesson box, write: The bird never gives up. 
He keeps working until he can drink the water.

Leave the Story Map on the board for Shared Writing, Week 21, Day 4.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 56 in the Student Activity Book and read “Fun 
and Games” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go over the 
worksheet together during Phonics class.

Directions: Read the words. Circle each letter c that sounds like s.

place cry circle kick

center dance cat pencil

cook voice score bounce 

Directions: Read the words. Circle each letter g or dg that sounds 
like j.

edge game dodge germ 

age danger ground get

goal bridge gentle judge 

Directions: Choose the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the word on the line. Read the sentence aloud.

1. The children         to the music. 
 (dance, danger) 

2. I         the ball so I wouldn’t get hit.  
 (dodged, edged)

3. I drew the sun in the shape of a        . 
 (city, circle)

4. We cross the river at the        . 
 ( judge, bridge)

Week 21 Day 2 Homework

56 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
21

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with the soft c and soft g/
dg sound. 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words game, pole, 
rope, center, edge, 
dodge.

• Read and comprehend 
“Fun and Games” 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with soft c and soft g. We will also 

review our vocabulary words and read “Fun and Games” together again. 

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 This week we are 
learning about the 
soft sounds for the 
letters c, g, and dg. 
When the letter c 
comes before an e  
or i, it makes the soft 
c sound, /s/. When g 
or dg comes before 
e or i, it often makes 
the soft g sound, /j/.

Point to peace. 
Underline ce.  

 Here I see the 
letter c before e. In 
this word, the letter 
c makes the sound 
/s/. The word is 
/p/–/ē/–/s/, peace. 

Point to stage. 
Underline ge.  

 Here I see the 
letter g before e. In 
this word, the letter g 
says /j/. The word is 
/s/–/t/–/ā/–/j/, stage.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to peace. Point 
under ce.  What 
letters do we see 
here? c before e. 

 In this word, what 
sound does the letter 
c make? /s/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/p/–/ē/–/s/, peace.

Repeat with stage, 
rice, and charge.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to charge. Point 
under ge.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (g before e) 

 In this word, what 
sound does the letter 
g make? (/j/) 

 Read the whole 
word. (/ch/–/ă/–/r/–/j/, 
charge)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

soft c, soft g/dg 

peace
stage
rice

charge 

charge
chance
fence

excellent
budge
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with 
the letters g and dg 
that make the soft g 
sound, /j/. Watch and 
listen. 

 The word is age. 
I hear 2 sounds: 
/ā/–/j/, and I know 
it ends with the 
silent e. 

 The first sound 
is /ā/. (Write a.) The 
next sound is /j/. 
(Write g.) Lastly, I add 
the silent e. (Write e.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  a–g–e, age. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the soft 
g, /j/, sound together. 
I will say the word. 
We will listen to each 
sound. Then you will 
write the letters in 
your copybooks as 
I write them on the 
board. 

 The first word is 
age. What sounds do 
we hear? /ā/–/j/. And 
we know it ends with 
what? The silent e. 

 Let’s write it: /ā/, 
just like the name of 
the letter a (write a), 
/j/ (write g). Lastly, 
we add the silent e 
(write e). Check the 
students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): a–g–e, age. 

Repeat with page 
and bridge.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the soft g sound 
spelled with g or dg. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks. 
Don’t forget to add 
the silent e at the 
end! 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: large, 
judge, bridge.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each. 
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. game Point to game.  Read the word: (game). A game is a kind 
of play or sport. Football is a game. What other games 
do you like to play? (Help individuals respond in well-
formed sentences using game.)

2. pole Point to pole.  Read the word: (pole). A pole is a long 
stick, usually stuck in the ground to hold up something. 
For example, flags fly on top of poles. Turn to page 64 in 
Let’s Read and find the pole in the pictures. Point to the 
pole and say “This is a pole.”

3. rope Point to rope.  Read the word: (rope). A rope is strong 
and thick line made with string or plants twisted 
together. Find a rope in the pictures. … What are some 
other ways people use ropes? (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using rope.)

4. center Point to center.  Read the word: (center). The center is 
the middle of something, like a circle. Let’s stand up and 
make a circle with one person in the center of the circle. 
(Do the motions.)

5. edge Point to edge.  Read the word: (edge). The edge is the 
part of something that is the farthest away from the 
center. If I sit on the edge of my bed, I’m sitting on the 
end of it that is far from the center. Let’s stand up again 
and make a circle with one person in the center. Let’s 
now have that person move to the edge of the circle. 
(Do the motions.)

6. dodge Point to dodge.  Read the word: (dodge). When we 
dodge something, we are making a quick movement to 
get away from something. In lapa or dodgeball, players 
dodge the ball. Stand up and make a move as if you are 
dodging a ball. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Fun and Games” again. Please turn to page 64 in 

Let’s Read.

1. game
2. pole
3. rope
4. center
5. edge
6. dodge

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.

Lu
ci

an
 C

om
an

 / 
D
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e.
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m

Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21

Let’s Read page 64
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Week 21 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. face

2. rice

3. circle

4. pencil

5. dance

6. age

7. page

8. large

9. judge

10. bridge

11. game

12. pole

13. rope

14. center

15. edge

16. dodge

55Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

G2_SAB_W19-22_R4.indd   55 06/04/20   6:01 PM

Student Activity Book 
page 55

Week 21 • Day 3
BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

Features of Text
 Remember that this text is nonfiction. What does nonfiction text tell 

us? (true information about something) What is the main idea of a text? 
(what the text is mostly about) What are facts in a text? (true details that 
support the main idea)

 What can we do to better understand what we read? (answer Right 
There Questions and Think and Search Questions and make Author and 
Me Inferences) Let’s read the text again to find the main idea and facts, 
then answer questions and make inferences.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Think and Search Question: What sorts of games do people play? 
(board games, clapping games, guessing games, jumping games, 
chasing games, and games with balls)

2. Right There Question: Even though children in Liberia and America 
live far away from each other, what do they do that is the same? 
(They play some of the same games.)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do children in Liberia and America 
play some of the same kinds of games? (Children in Liberia and 
America think those games are fun.)

4. What facts does the author use to explain why people all over the world 
play games? (There are many different types of games. Children in Liberia 
and America think that some of the same types of games are fun to play.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (People like to play games all 
around the world. ) 

6. Do you like to play lapa or toil? Why or why not? (Answers will vary.) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 55 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences. 

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.
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Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21

Let’s Read page 64
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Week 
21

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with al and 

all 
•  Read fluently “Fun and 

Games” 
• Listen to and 

comprehend “The Game 
of Football” 

• Use a Story Map to write 
a class story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some words with al and all. You will read “Fun and 

Games” with your partner. I will read “The Game of Football” to you again. 
Then we will finish writing our class story.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point in turn under 
al, all.  Today we 
will review words 
with the letters al 
and all. When the 
letters a and l, or a 
and double ll, come 
together, they make 
the sound /ôl/.

Point to all.  Here 
I see the letter a 
and double letter ll. 
Together they make 
the sound /ôl/. The 
word is /ôl/, all.

Repeat with ball. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point in turn under al, 
all.  Say the sound 
with me: /ôl/, /ôl/. 

Point to ball. Point 
under all.  What 
letters do we see 
here? a and double 
ll. What sound do 
they make together? 
/ôl/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/b/–/ôl/, ball.

Repeat with tall and 
salt.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point in turn under al, 
all.  Say the sound. 
(/ôl/, /ôl/)

Point to salt. Point 
under al.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (al) What 
sound do they make 
together? (/ôl/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/s/–/ôl/–/t/, 
salt) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Fun and Games” on page 64 in 
Let’s Read and find words with al/all in the text (e.g., ball, all, dodgeball). 
Write the words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

all
ball
tall
salt

salt
call
fall

small
also

al  all

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.
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Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen
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Week 21 • Day 4

READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the text “Fun and Games” with your partner. Please 

turn to page 64 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to take 
turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class. 

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the text “The Game of Football” again. 

Please turn to page 257 in Let’s Read. 

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., support, score, goal, equal, draw). 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture.

Features of Text
 Remember that this text is nonfiction. What does nonfiction text tell 

us? (true information about something) What is the main idea of a text? 
(what the text is mostly about) What are facts in a text? (true details that 
support the main idea)

 What can we do to better understand what we read? (answer Right 
There Questions and Think and Search Questions and make Author and 
Me Inferences) We have been reading the nonfiction text “Fun and 
Games” about playing games for fun. Today’s nonfiction text is about 
the game of football. As I read the text again, listen to find the main 
idea and supporting facts, then we will answer questions and make 
inferences.

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.
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Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21

Let’s Read page 64

The Game of Football

Let’s Read, Grade 2 257Week 21

support  score  goal  
equal  draw 

Week 
21

Let’s Read page 257
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Week 21 • Day 4
DURING READING

Read the text twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning. 

 The Game of Football 
by Lawrence W. Peters

Football, also called soccer, is a game played between two teams 
kicking a ball. The game is played for 90 minutes. Each team 
is made up of 11 players: a goalkeeper who stops the ball from 
entering the goal, players who support other players, and players 
who score a goal. The goalkeeper uses both feet and hands to 
stop the ball from entering the goal. None of the players can use 
their hands. Some players try to stop the other team from scoring 
a goal. They are called defenders. Other players try to put the 
ball in the goal of the other team. They are called forwards, or 
strikers. The team that scores the most goals wins the game. If 
both teams fail to score, or score an equal number of goals, then 
the game ends in a draw. 

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: The game of football is played for how long? 
(90 minutes)

2. Think and Search Question: Which player or players on a football 
team can touch the ball with their hands? (only the goalkeeper)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do defenders try to stop the other 
team from scoring a goal? (so the other team will not get more points 
than the defenders’ team; so the other team will not win)

4. The author used facts to describe the different players on a soccer 
or football team. Who are the different players and what do they do? 
(There is a goalkeeper who stops the ball from entering the goal. There 
are defenders who try to stop the other team. There are forwards, or 
strikers, who try to make goals for their team.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (how to play football) 

6. Do you like to play football? Why or why not? (Answers will vary.)
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the Story Map from Week 21, Day 2 (see below) on the board or on the 
wall. Leave the title blank until you complete the lesson.

Title: 

Character: a bird

Setting: (determined by the class)

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: The bird sees stones next to the half-full pot of water.

Event 2: The bird picks up the stones in its beak one by one and places them in the water pot.

Event 3: Now the pot is full of stones, and the water rises to the top of the pot.

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: The bird never gives up. He keeps working until he can drink the water.

 Today we will continue writing our story together. We almost 
finished the Story Map the last time we wrote together, but we need 
one more thing. We need a title. The title is the name of the story. 
What is a good title for our story? Call on 1–2 students to answer. If 
students need help thinking of a title, make a suggestion. Do you think 
a good title is “The Bird Who Never Gave Up”? In the Title box, write: 
“The Bird Who Never Gave Up.” See the completed Story Map below.

Have each student choose 2 events from the Story Map. Have them 
write the events and draw a picture about the events in their  
copybooks. They may copy the sentences directly from the Story Map. 
If there is time, have the students read their sentences to the class.

Title: “The Bird Who Never Gave Up”

Character: a bird

Setting: (determined by the class)

Problem: A bird is searching everywhere for water but cannot find it. When he does find it, it is in 

a pot that is half full, and he cannot reach the water to drink it.

Event 1: The bird sees stones next to the half-full pot of water.

Event 2: The bird picks up the stones in its beak one by one and places them in the water pot.

Event 3: Now the pot is full of stones, and the water rises to the top of the pot.

Solution: The water rises to the top of the pot, so the bird is able to drink.

Lesson: The bird never gives up. He keeps working until he can drink the water.

Save the Story Map for Shared Writing, Week 22, Day 2.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 57 in the Student Activity Book and read “Fun 
and Games” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to study their 
spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow. 

Week 21 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

back, called, center, chance, charge, clap, 
dodge, game, ground, guess, place, page

c like s c or ck like k

g or dg like j g like g

Directions: Choose the best word from the box to complete each 
sentence. Write the word on the line. Read the sentence aloud.

all, ball, call, fall, small, tall

1. If you climb a tree, be careful you don’t      !

2. The       boy was crying for his mother. 

3. I cannot reach the top of the shelf. I am not       
enough.

4. We       want to play together.

5. Mother will       for me when she needs me.

6. Toss me the      !
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Week 
21

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories. 

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. face, 2. rice, 3. circle, 4. pencil, 5. dance, 6. age, 7. page, 8. large, 
9. judge, 10. bridge, 11. game, 12. pole, 13. rope, 14. center, 15. dodge

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do poorly 
on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Fun and Games” on page 64 in Let’s 
Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each other and help 
each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the text 3 times 
each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text in 
Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “Red Rover” on page 199 in Let’s Read, 
or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the text aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at 
the right.
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Point in turn under c, 
g, dg, al, all.  This 
week we learned 
about the soft 
sounds for the letters 
c, g, and dg. When 
the letter c comes 
before an e or i, it 
makes the soft c 
sound, /s/. When g 
or dg come before e 
or i, it makes the soft 
g sound, /j/. We also 
reviewed the letters 
al and all. When the 
letters a and l, or a 
and double ll, come 
together, they make 
the sound /ôl/.

Point to rice. 
Underline ce.  

 Here I see the 
letter c before the 
letter e. In this word, 
the letter c says /s/, 
and the letter e is 
silent. The word is 
/r/–/ī/–/s/, rice. 

Repeat with stage 
and ball.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point in turn under c, 
g, dg, al, all.  Say 
the sounds with me: 
/s/, /j/, /j/, /ôl/, /ôl/.

Point to rice. Point 
under ce.  What 
letters do we see 
here? c before e. 

 In this word, what 
sound does the letter 
c make? /s/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/r/–/ī/–/s/, rice. 

Repeat with stage, 
ball, charge, peace, 
small. 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point in turn under c, 
g, dg, al, all.  Say 
the sounds. (/s/, /j/, /j/, 
/ôl/, /ôl/)

Point to small. Point 
under all.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (all) What 
sound do they make 
together? (/ôl/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/s/–/m/–/ôl/, 
small)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown on the next page at 
the left. Draw the chart on the board, and have students copy it in their 
copybooks. 

c  g  dg
al  all

rice
stage

ball
charge
peace
small

small
chance

edge
fall

excellent
budge
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 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. Point to the 
appropriate box as 
you tell students 
where to write words 
that make a soft c or 
soft g sound or words 
that have al or all.

 The word spice 
(point) has a letter c 
before the letter e, 
so the letter c makes 
the sound /s/. I will 
write it here. 

Write spice in the soft 
c box, and cross it off 
the list.

 Let’s do the next 
one together. Where 
do we write the 
word page? It has a 
g before e, so the g 
makes the sound /j/. 
We write it here.

Write page in the soft 
g box, and cross it 
off the list. Check the 
students’ work.

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have students work in pairs to review their sight word cards.

2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T27 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students. 

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “Red Rover” on page 199 in Let’s Read, 
or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the text aloud 
to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly and fluently. 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Fun and Games” on page 64 in Let’s Read. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Fun and Games” on page 64 in Let’s 
Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each other 3 times and 
help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, they should 
re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.

soft  
c

soft  
g

al/all

spice
page

call
race
also

badge
space
cage
salt
mice
tall
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Week 22 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 

pages 62–65
Tuesday (Day 2) 

pages 66–69
Wednesday (Day 3) 

pages 70–73
Thursday (Day 4) 

pages 74–77
Friday (Day 5) 
pages 78–80

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with 
oi/oy.

Read words with past 
tense -ed endings 
pronounced /d/.

Read words with past 
tense -ed endings 
pronounced /t/.

Read words with -ed 
past tense endings 
pronounced /d/, /t/, 
and /əd/.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling
boy, oil, enjoy, point played, called, named, 

lived, asked, worked

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

give up, rag, join, 
team, manager, 
continue

give up, rag, join, 
team, manager, 
continue

Reading 
Comprehension

“Football Star and 
President, George 
Weah”

“Football Star and 
President, George 
Weah”

Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Football 
Star and President, 
George Weah”

Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
half, match, fame, 
famous, humble, 
mourn, hero

Read-Aloud “Wanibo Toe” “Wanibo Toe”

Shared Writing Use a Story Map to 
write a story.

Use a Story Map to 
write a story.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 59 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Football Star and 
President, George 
Weah”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 60 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Football Star and 
President, George 
Weah”

• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Football 
Star and President, 
George Weah.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Football Star and President, George Weah.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “A Good Laugh for Papee” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “A Good Laugh for Papee” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Football Star and President, 

George Weah.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Football Star and President, George Weah.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and context 
to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and writing 
skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical features 
to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze text content 
and share ideas, information, and messages with others • Predict 
outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of facts and 
issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a sequence 
of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize and read 
words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal comprehension of 
readings, through identification and analysis of main ideas and supporting 
details • Analyze text content and share ideas, information, and messages 
with others • Fluently read grade-level texts • Read grade-level text with 
speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to questions from texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Make a story chart • Identify the problem 
in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write a story summary • Write 
sentences using spelling and sight words • Read diverse types of writings 
• Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea and facts in a nonfiction 
text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize the elements of diverse types of 
writings • Name and identify some types of adjectives • Form new words 
using some prefixes and suffixes • Form contractions • Write descriptive 
sentences • Demonstrate knowledge of new words • Read and analyze 
journals, articles, and other informational texts • Read nonfiction articles 
• Identify main idea of an article • Organize ideas for writing • Read words 
with variant word patterns • Identify the sequence of a text • Listen to a 
biographical text • Read a biographical text • Spell high-frequency and 
subject-related words • Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and 
related subject words in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to add 
details to writings • Write independently • Read words with endings • Read 
diverse texts fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
22

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with oi/oy 
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words give up, rag, 
join, team, manager, 
continue

• Read and comprehend 
“Football Star and 
President, George Weah”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with oi/oy. We will also learn some 

new vocabulary words and read a new text together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point in turn to oi 
and oy.  Now we 
will learn about the 
letters oi and oy. 
When the letters o 
and i come together, 
they make the 
sound /oi/. When the 
letters o and y come 
together, they also 
make the sound /oi/. 
We usually use oi in 
the middle of words 
and oy at the end of 
words.

Point to boil. 
Underline oi.  Here 
I see the letters 
oi together in the 
middle of the word. 
Together the letters 
oi make the sound 
/oi/. The word is 
/b/–/oi/–/l/, boil.

Repeat with toy. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to toy. Point 
under oy.  What 
letters do we see 
here? oy.

 What sound do 
the letters oy make 
together? /oi/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/t/–/oi/, toy. 

Repeat with joy and 
noise. For noise, tell 
students that the s 
makes the sound /z/ 
in this word, and the 
e is silent.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to noise. Point 
under oi.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (oi) 

 What sound do 
they make together? 
(/oi/) 

 Read the whole 
word. (/n/–/oi/–/z/, 
noise)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

oi  oy

boil
toy
joy

noise

noise
join
coil

employ
spoil
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with 
the letters oi and oy. 
These letters make 
the same sound, /oi/. 
Watch and listen. 

 The word is boy. 
I hear 2 sounds: 
/b/–/oi/. 

 The first sound 
is /b/. (Write b.) The 
next sound is /oi/. 
When the last sound 
in a word is /oi/, it 
is spelled with oy. 
(Write oy.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  b–o–y, 
boy. 

 The word is oil. 
I hear 2 sounds: 
/oi/–/l/. 

 The first sound is 
/oi/. (Write oi.) When 
the sound is not the 
last sound in the 
word, it is spelled 
with oi. The last 
sound in the word is 
/l/. (Write l.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  o–i–l, oil. 

Erase the words.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the /oi/ 
sound together. I will 
say the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word is 
boy. What sounds 
do we hear? /b/–/oi/. 
And we know it ends 
with what? It ends 
with oy because the 
/oi/ sound is at the 
end of the word. 

 Let’s write it: /b/ 
(write b), /oi/ (write 
oy). Check the 
students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): b–o–y, boy.  

Repeat with oil, enjoy, 
and point.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word 
with the /oi/ sound. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the 
letter or letters for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words: 
enjoy and point. 
(Remind the students 
that how the word is 
spelled depends on 
where in the word the 
sound /oi/ is.) 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words.

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. give up Point to give up.  These words are give up. Let’s read 
and spell them together: give up, g–i–v–e u–p, give 
up. To give up is to stop trying to do something. We 
often say that even when something is hard, don’t 
give up; keep trying. Practice saying with me, “Don’t 
give up; keep trying!” 

2. rag Point to rag.  This word is rag. Together: rag, r–a–g, 
rag. A rag is a piece of old cloth. We often use rags for 
cleaning things. Let’s pretend that we have a rag and 
are cleaning something. (Do the motions.)

3. join Point to join.  This word is join. Together: join, j–o–
i–n, join. To join means to become a part of something 
else. For example, when we join a team, we become 
a part of that team. You can invite a friend to join you 
in a game. Let’s practice inviting our friends to join us, 
saying “Will you join me?”

4. team Point to team.  This word is team. Together: team, 
t–e–a–m, team. A team is a group of people that 
come together to work or play a game. For example, in 
football, two teams, or groups of players, play against 
each other. Let’s stand up and divide ourselves into 
teams. (Do the motions.) Give your team a name. … 
What team are you?

5. manager Point to manager.  This word is manager. Together: 
manager, m–a–n–a–g–e–r, manager. A manager is 
a person who is a leader at a company or on a team. 
In sports, the manager is in charge of the team and 
makes decisions about what the team is going to 
do. Who is like the manager of our school? (e.g., the 
principal). What other managers do you know?

6. continue Point to continue.  This word is continue. Together: 
continue, c–o–n–t–i–n–u-e, continue. To continue is to 
keep doing something. For example, if you are playing 
a game, you continue playing until the end. You don’t 
stop in the middle of the game. Stand up and march 
in place. Continue marching until I say stop. (Do the 
motions.) Continue … continue … continue … stop!

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new text called “Football Star and President, George 

Weah.” Please turn to page 71 in Let’s Read.

1. give up
2. rag
3. join
4. team
5. manager
6. continue
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BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the text will be about.

Features of Text
 Today’s text is nonfiction. Nonfiction text tells us true information 

about something. Nonfiction that tells us about a real person’s life 
is called a biography. Today’s text is a biography about the life of 
President George Weah. Let’s read the text to learn the details about 
his life.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. What is this text about? (the life of President George Weah) 

2. What did George do when he couldn’t pay for a ball? (He coiled up 
some rags and made a ball.) 

3. What is the main idea of the text? (No matter how hard things may be, 
be like George Weah and never give up.)

4. The author used supporting details to say how George Weah helped 
people. What are some ways he helped people? (George worked with 
UNICEF during the civil war. He helped teach people how to stay well. 
He taught young people how to do different jobs. He used his money to 
help the football team, Lone Stars, buy the things the team needed.)

5. Why didn’t George Weah give up when he ran for president the first 
time and lost? (In his life, he learned to never give up.) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 58 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 22 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. boy

2. enjoy

3. oil

4. point

5. played

6. called

7. named

8. lived

9. asked

10. worked

11. give up

12. rag

13. join

14. team

15. manager

16. continue

58 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 58

A Rag Ball
A small boy named George Weah grew 
up in Liberia. He may have been small, 
but he grew up to have a big life. He 
now is president of Liberia. 
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Football Star and President

George Weah
by Terry Miller Shannon

Let’s Read, Grade 2 71Week 22

Let’s Read page 71
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Week 
22

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with past 

tense -ed endings 
pronounced /d/

• Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
vocabulary words half, 
match, fame/famous, 
humble, mourn, hero

• Listen to and comprehend 
“Wanibo Toe”

• Use a Story Map to write 
a story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with -ed endings. We will learn 

some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new text to you. Then we 
will write our own stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Today we will 
learn about words 
with the past 
tense ending -ed. 
Past tense means 
something has 
already happened. 
We add -ed to the 
end of most action 
words to make the 
word past tense.

Point to played. 
Underline ed.  Here 
I see -ed at the end 
of the base word 
play. In this word, 
the -ed sounds like 
/d/. The whole word 
is /p/–/l/–/ā/–/d/, 
played. 

Repeat with scored. 
Tell the students that, 
just like for -ing, if a 
word ends in silent e, 
we take away the e 
before adding -ed. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to scored. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ed. What is the 
base word? score.

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? /d/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/s/–/k/–/or/–/d/, 
scored. 

Repeat with lived and 
enjoyed.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to enjoyed. 
Point under ed. 

 What letters do 
you see here? (ed) 
What is the base 
word? (enjoy)

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? (/d/) 

 Read the 
whole word. 
(/ĕ/–/n/–/j/–/oi/–/d/, 
enjoyed)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

-ed

played
scored

lived
enjoyed

enjoyed
called
coiled

cleaned
smiled
named

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 266



Week 22 • Day 2

1. half  Half. A half of something is one of two equal parts. 
(Draw a circle on the board.) For example, this is a circle. 
(Draw a line down the middle to divide it in half. Point to 
one half.) This is half of the circle. The two parts (point) 
are the same or equal. One part is one half. (Draw 
additional shapes and call on individuals to draw a line 
dividing each shape into halves.) 

2. match  Match. A match is a game where two people or teams 
play against each other. A football game can be called 
a match. Make a sentence with the word match for us. 
(e.g., We played in a football match last week.)

3.  fame, 
famous

 Famous. When a person is famous, everyone knows 
and talks about that person. For example, President 
George Weah is famous in Liberia. When a person is 
famous, we say they have fame. Who else do you know 
who is famous?

4. humble  Humble. To be humble is to be shy or modest about 
the good things you do. People who are humble do not 
talk about themselves or the things they have done. Tell 
us about someone you know who is humble. 

5. mourn  Mourn. To mourn is to feel sad because you have 
lost someone who is very important to you. How do 
people mourn when they lose a family member? (Help 
individuals respond using mourn.)

6. hero  Hero. A hero is a person who shows courage or 
does something special. A hero can be a great football 
player, a leader of a country, or someone who helps 
others. Who is a hero to you?

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new text called “Wanibo Toe.” Please 

turn to page 258 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find any vocabulary words in the picture.

• predict what they think the text will be about.

Features of Text
 Remember that nonfiction text tells us true information about 

something. Nonfiction about a real person’s life is called a biography. 
Yesterday we read the biography “Football Star and President, George 
Weah.” Today’s text is a biography about another famous person, 
Wanibo Toe. Listen to learn the details about Wanibo Toe’s life.

Wanibo Toe

Let’s Read, Grade 2258 Week 22

half  match  fame/famous  
humble  mourn  hero

Week 
22

Let’s Read page 258
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Week 22 • Day 2
DURING READING

Read the text aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Wanibo Toe 
by Kenneth G. Harding

Everyone knows George Weah, one of the most famous 
footballers in Liberia. But before Weah, the best footballer was 
Wanibo Toe. Wanibo Toe started playing football as a child in 
Ghana. He became a master of dribbling the ball. He later came 
to Liberia in the 1960s. He played the number eight position 
for the Mighty Barrolle and then for the Liberian national team, 
the Lone Stars. Everyone remembers the best game played by 
Wanibo Toe between the Lone Stars and the Ghana Black Star 
in 1965. The game was played in Liberia. In the first half of the 
game, the Lone Stars led the Ghana Black Star by three goals to 
one. In the second half, the Ghana Black Star scored four goals, 
making the score five goals to three. Finally, the Lone Stars 
scored another goal, and the game ended up five goals to four, 
in favor of Ghana Black Star. Even though Ghana Black Star won 
the game, Wanibo Toe became the man of the match. Despite 
his fame and popularity, Wanibo Toe was always easygoing and 
humble. Sadly, Wanibo Toe died young just two years after his 
famous match. Thousands of fans mourned the passing of the 
great football hero.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. What is this text about? (Wanibo Toe) 

2. What is the main idea of the text? (Wanibo Toe was a great football 
player.) 

3. The author used supporting details to say why the match between 
the Lone Stars and the Ghana Black Star in 1965 was so important. 
Why was this game important? (The game was played in Liberia. At 
first the Lone Stars were ahead three goals to one. Then the Ghana 
Black Star scored four goals. The game ended with the Ghana Black 
Star winning, five goals to four. Even though Ghana Black Star won the 
game, Wanibo Toe was the man of the match.) 

4. Even though Wanibo Toe was famous, what was he like? (He was 
easygoing and humble.)

5. Why did his fans mourn him? (He died only two years after his famous 
match, and he was a great football hero.)
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Draw a blank Story Map as shown at the right on large paper and tape it to 
the board.

 This week we will draw and plan a story together. Look at the Story 
Map. Repeat these words after me: characters, problem, solution, 
setting. Point to the words as you say them.

 Copy the blank Story Map in your student copybook. Now we will 
plan our story together in class. Who will your characters be? Call on 
1–2 students to answer. We can use a character we already know or 
create a new one together. If students need help, talk about possible 
characters: sisters, friends, brothers, dogs. Have students suggest 
characters, then have the class vote on the characters they would like in the 
story. Let’s draw our characters. Write the names of your characters on 
your Story Map.

 Good stories have a problem and a solution. What is a good problem 
and solution for your story? Call on 3–4 students to answer. Continue to 
have students make suggestions and vote. Talk about possible problems and 
solutions: sisters fight about who will help mother at the market, a boy cannot 
find his dog, a friend does not help another friend at school. Walk around the 
class to check on students’ work. Draw the problem and solution. Write the 
problem and the solution on your Story Map. 

 Next, let’s think about a setting. What is the setting of a story? Call on 
1–2 students to answer. The setting is where and when a story takes place. 
What will the setting be in your story? Call on 1–2 students to answer. 
Choose one of the suggestions. Now draw a picture of the setting. Write the 
setting on your Story Map. Talk about possible settings: at school, at home, 
at the market. Walk around the class to check on students’ work. 

 The next time we write, we will plan the plot—the events that happen in 
the story. Save the Story Maps for Shared Writing, Day 4.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 59 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Football Star and President, George Weah” aloud to someone at home. 
Note: You may also go over the worksheet together during Phonics class.

Week 22 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

boil, boy, coil, employ, enjoy, 
join, joy, oil, point, spoil, toy

 oy oi

    

    

    

    

    

    

Directions: Choose a word from the box above to complete each 
sentence.

1. We         playing outside at recess.

2. Would you please         us for a game of 
football?

Directions: Fill in the blanks with oy or oi to spell the word correctly. 
Read the words.

 1. s     3. n    se 5.     l

 2. b     4. p    nt 6. j     

oil
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Title: 

Characters: 

Setting: 

Problem: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Solution: 
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Week 
22

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with past tense -ed 
endings pronounced /t/ 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words give up, rag, 
join, team, manager, 
continue

• Read and comprehend 
“Football Star and 
President, George Weah” 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell more words with the past tense ending 

-ed. We will also review our vocabulary words and read “Football Star and 
President, George Weah” together again.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Yesterday we 
learned about words 
with the past tense 
ending -ed. The 
past tense means 
that something has 
already happened. 
In yesterday’s words, 
the -ed ending made 
the sound /d/. In 
today’s words, it 
makes the sound /t/.

Point to asked. 
Underline ed.  Here 
I see -ed at the end 
of the base word 
ask. In this word, 
the -ed sounds like 
/t/. The whole word 
is /ă/–/s/–/k/–/t/, 
asked. 

Repeat with talked. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to talked. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do we see 
here? -ed. What is 
the base word? talk.

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? /t/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/t/–/ŏk/–/t/, talked. 

Repeat with worked. 
Tell students that 
the letters or make 
the sound /ŭr/ in this 
word.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to worked. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (-ed) What 
is the base word? 
(work) 

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? (They say /t/.)

 Read the whole 
word. (/w–/ŭr/–/k/–/t/, 
worked) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-ed

asked
talked

worked

worked
helped
passed
cooked
tossed
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

 Now we will spell 
some words with 
the past tense -ed 
ending. Watch and 
listen. 

 The word is 
played. I hear 
4 sounds: 
/p/–/l/–/ā/–/d/, 
and I know it ends 
with the past tense 
ending -ed.

 The first sound 
is /p/. (Write p.) The 
next sound is /l/. 
(Write l.) The third 
sound is /ā/. (Write a.) 
Lastly, I hear the /d/. 
(Write ed.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  p–l–a–y–
e–d, played. 

Repeat with asked.

Erase the words.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the past 
tense -ed ending 
together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word 
is asked. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/ă/–/s/–/k/–/t/. And 
we know it ends with 
what? The past tense 
ending -ed.

 Let’s write it: /ă/ 
(write a), /s/ (write s), 
/k/ (write k). And we 
know it ends with 
what? The last sound 
is /t/ (write ed). Check 
the students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): a–s–k–e–d, 
asked. 

Repeat with called.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the past tense -ed 
ending. Listen to 
each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: called, 
named, lived, and 
worked.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. Remind 
students that the past 
tense ending -ed can 
be pronounced two 
different ways: /d/ 
and /t/.

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 71



Week 22 • Day 3

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. give up Point to give up.  Read the words: (give up). To give 
up is to stop trying to do something. We often say that 
even when something is hard, don’t give up; keep 
trying. Practice saying with me, “Don’t give up; keep 
trying!” 

2. rag Point to rag.  Read the word: (rag). A rag is a piece 
of old cloth. We often use rags for cleaning things. 
Let’s pretend that we have a rag and are cleaning 
something. (Do the motions.)

3. join Point to join.  Read the word: (join). To join means 
to become a part of something else. For example, 
when we join a team, we become a part of that team. 
You can invite a friend to join you in a game. Let’s 
practice inviting our friends to join us, saying “Will you 
join me?”

4. team Point to team.  Read the word: (team). A team is a 
group of people that come together to work or play a 
game. For example, in football, two teams, or groups 
of players, play against each other. Let’s stand up and 
divide ourselves into teams. (Do the motions.) Give 
your team a name. … What team are you?

5. manager Point to manager.  Read the word: (manager). A 
manager is a person who is a leader at a company 
or on a team. In sports, the manager is in charge of 
the team and makes decisions about what the team 
is going to do. Who is like the manager of our school? 
(e.g., the principal). What other managers do you know?

6. continue Point to continue.  Read the word: (continue). To 
continue is to keep doing something. For example, if 
you are playing a game, you continue playing until 
the end. You don’t stop in the middle of the game. 
Stand up and march in place. Continue marching until 
I say stop. (Do the motions.) Continue … continue … 
continue … stop!

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Football Star and President, George Weah” again. 

Please turn to page 71 in Let’s Read.

1. give up
2. rag
3. join
4. team
5. manager
6. continue
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BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

Features of Text
 Remember that this text is nonfiction. What does nonfiction text tell 

us? (true information about something) What do we call nonfiction text 
about a real person’s life? (a biography) Let’s read the text again to 
remember the details about his life.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is this text about? (the life of President George Weah) 

2. What was his childhood like? (He was poor. His family didn’t have 
money for toys. He made a ball out of rags to play football.) 

3. What is the main idea of the text? (President George Weah never gave 
up and became a famous football player and the president of Liberia.) 

4. The author used supporting details to say how George Weah tried to 
help others. How did he help others? (He worked for UNICEF during 
the civil war in Liberia. He helped teach people how to stay well. He 
taught young people how to do different jobs. He paid for things that 
the Lone Stars team needed.)

5. How would you describe the life of President George Weah? (His life 
was hard, but he never gave up. He worked hard to be a football star 
and president of Liberia.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 58 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 22 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. boy

2. enjoy

3. oil

4. point

5. played

6. called

7. named

8. lived

9. asked

10. worked

11. give up

12. rag

13. join

14. team

15. manager

16. continue

58 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

G2_SAB_W19-22_R4.indd   58 06/04/20   6:01 PM

Student Activity Book 
page 58

A Rag Ball
A small boy named George Weah grew 
up in Liberia. He may have been small, 
but he grew up to have a big life. He 
now is president of Liberia. 
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Week 
22

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with -ed 

past tense endings 
pronounced /d/, /t/, and 
/əd/. 

• Read fluently “Football 
Star and President, 
George Weah” 

• Listen to and 
comprehend “Wanibo 
Toe” 

• Use a Story Map to write 
a story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with the -ed past tense word 

ending. You will read “Football Star and President, George Weah” with 
your partner. I will read “Wanibo Toe” to you again. Then we will continue 
to write our stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 This week we are 
learning about the 
past tense ending 
-ed. The -ed ending 
sometimes makes 
the sound /d/ and 
sometimes /t/. The 
ending -ed can also 
make the sound /əd/. 
When the base word 
ends in the letter t 
or d, the -ed ending 
makes the sound 
/əd/. 

Point to needed. 
Underline ed.  Here 
I see -ed at the end 
of the base word 
need. Need ends 
in the letter d, so in 
this word, -ed makes 
the sound /əd/.  
The whole word is 
/n/–/ē/–/d/–/əd/, 
needed.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to needed. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ed. What is the 
base word? need. 

 What is the last 
letter in need? d. So 
in this word, what do 
the letters -ed say? 
/əd/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/n/–/ē/–/d/–/əd/, 
needed. 

Repeat with started.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to started. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (ed) What is 
the base word? (start)

 What is the last 
letter in start? t. So 
in this word, what do 
the letters ed say? 
(/əd/) 

 Read the 
whole word. 
(/s/–/t/–/är/–/t/–/əd/, 
started) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 
For lived, asked, and 
helped, point out 
that the base word 
does not end in t or 
d. Remind them that 
-ed makes the sound 
/d/ in lived and /t/ in 
asked and helped.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Football Star and President, 
George Weah” on page 71 in Let’s Read and find words with the past 
tense -ed ending in the text (e.g., named, coiled, worked, helped, 
needed). Write the words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-ed

needed
started

started
wanted

lived
asked
helped

FPO

A Rag Ball
A small boy named George Weah grew 
up in Liberia. He may have been small, 
but he grew up to have a big life. He 
now is president of Liberia. 
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Week 22 • Day 4

READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the text “Football Star and President George Weah” 

with your partner. Please turn to page 71 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to take 
turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class. 

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the text “Wanibo Toe” again. Please turn 

to page 258 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(half, match, fame/famous, humble, mourn, hero). 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture.

Features of Text
 Remember that this text is nonfiction. What does nonfiction text tell 

us? (true information about something) What do we call nonfiction text 
about a real person’s life? (a biography) We have been reading “Football 
Star and President, George Weah.” It is a biography about President 
George Weah. Today’s biography is about Wanibo Toe. Listen again to 
remember the details about Wanibo Toe’s life.

A Rag Ball
A small boy named George Weah grew 
up in Liberia. He may have been small, 
but he grew up to have a big life. He 
now is president of Liberia. 
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Wanibo Toe

Let’s Read, Grade 2258 Week 22

half  match  fame/famous  
humble  mourn  hero

Week 
22

Let’s Read page 258
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Week 22 • Day 4
DURING READING

Read the text twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning.

 Wanibo Toe  
by Kenneth G. Harding

Everyone knows George Weah, one of the most famous 
footballers in Liberia. But before Weah, the best footballer was 
Wanibo Toe. Wanibo Toe started playing football as a child in 
Ghana. He became a master of dribbling the ball. He later came 
to Liberia in the 1960s. He played the number eight position 
for the Mighty Barrolle and then for the Liberian national team, 
the Lone Stars. Everyone remembers the best game played by 
Wanibo Toe between the Lone Stars and the Ghana Black Star 
in 1965. The game was played in Liberia. In the first half of the 
game, the Lone Stars led the Ghana Black Star by three goals to 
one. In the second half, the Ghana Black Star scored four goals, 
making the score five goals to three. Finally, the Lone Stars 
scored another goal, and the game ended up five goals to four, 
in favor of Ghana Black Star. Even though Ghana Black Star won 
the game, Wanibo Toe became the man of the match. Despite 
his fame and popularity, Wanibo Toe was always easygoing and 
humble. Sadly, Wanibo Toe died young just two years after his 
famous match. Thousands of fans mourned the passing of the 
great football hero.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. What is this text about? (Wanibo Toe) 

2. What is the main idea of the text? (Wanibo Toe is a famous football 
hero.) 

3. The author used supporting details to say why the match between 
the Lone Stars and the Ghana Black Star in 1965 was so important. 
Why was this game important? (The game was played in Liberia. At 
first the Lone Stars were ahead three goals to one. Then the Ghana 
Black Star scored four goals. The game ended with the Ghana Black 
Star winning, five goals to four. Even though Ghana Black Star won the 
game, Wanibo Toe was the man of the match.)

4. Why do you think that Wanibo Toe was the man of the match? 
(Probably he was the man of the match because he played hard and 
made scores.) 

5. What kind of a person was Wanibo Toe? (He was a famous sports 
hero, but he was also easygoing and humble.) 

6. Do you want to be a sports hero someday? What sport do you like to 
play? (Answers will vary.)
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the Story Map you started on Day 2 to the board or the wall.

 Now we will continue to plan our stories. What will the events be? Call 
on 3–4 students to give suggestions. Use their answers for the plot. Now, 
draw the events of your story. Write the words you need for the events on 
your Story Map. We can use events we already know or create new ones 
together. If students need help, give suggestions, such as the sisters were 
walking to the market, they both wanted to help Mother carry groceries, 
they had a fight about who would help. Walk around the class to check on 
students’ work. 

Have 1–2 students read their stories from their Story Maps. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 60 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Football Star and President, George Weah” aloud to someone at home. Also 
remind students to study their spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow.

Directions: Fill in the missing words.

__ed

1. play played

2. call

3.  enjoyed

4. pass

5. score

6.  smiled

7. start

8. work

9.  needed

10. live

Directions: Choose the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the word on the line. Read the sentence aloud.

1. The boat         out to sea last night. 
 (float, floated) 

2. Dad         us when we woke up this morning.  
 (greet, greeted)

3. If you want to succeed, you must         hard. 
 (work, worked)

4. He will         for the Lone Stars next season. 
 (play, played)

Week 22 Day 4 Homework

60 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
22

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories.

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. give up, 2. rag, 3. join, 4. team, 5. manager, 6. boy, 7. enjoy, 8. oil, 
9. point, 10. played, 11. called, 12. named, 13. lived, 14. asked, 15. worked

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Football Star and President, George 
Weah” on page 71 in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other and help each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any 
previously seen text in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “A Good Laugh for Papee” on page 203 
in Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at 
the right. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 278



Week 22 • Day 5

 This week we 
learned about the 
letters oi and oy and 
about the -ed past 
tense ending. The 
letters oi and oy both 
make the /oi/ sound. 
The -ed ending 
makes different 
sounds in different 
words: /d/, /t/, or /əd/.

Point to boil. 
Underline oi.  Here 
I see the letters oi. 
Together they make 
the sound /oi/. The 
word is /b/–/oi/–/l/, 
boil.

Point to enjoyed. 
Underline ed.  Here 
I see -ed at the end 
of the base word 
enjoy. In this word, 
the -ed sounds like 
/d/. The whole word 
is /ĕ/–/n/–/j/–/oi/–/d/, 
enjoyed. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to enjoyed. 
Point under ed. 

 What letters do we 
see here? ed. What 
is the base word? 
enjoy.

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? /d/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/ĕ/–/n/–/j/–/oi/–/d/, 
enjoyed.

Repeat with coiled, 
passed, and wanted. 
For wanted, remind 
students that when 
the base word ends 
in a t or d, the -ed 
ending makes the 
sound /əd/.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to wanted. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (ed) What 
is the base word? 
(want)

 What is the last 
letter in want? t. So 
in this word, what do 
the letters ed say? 
(/əd/) 

 Read the 
whole word. 
(/w/–/ŭ/–/n/–/t/–/əd/, 
wanted) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown on the next page at 
the left. Draw the chart on the board, and have students copy it in their 
copybooks.

oi  oy  ed

boil

enjoyed

coiled

passed

wanted

wanted

joined

helped

employed

needed

spoiled
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 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. If a word has 
the letters oi, we will 
write it here (point to 
the oi box). If it has 
the letters oy, we will 
write it here (point to 
the oy box). 

 The word boy 
(point) has oy, so 
I will write it here. 

Write boy in the oy 
box, and cross it off 
the list.

 Let’s do the next 
two together. Where 
do we write the 
word boil? It has the 
letters oi, so I will 
write it here. 

Write boil in the oi 
box, and cross it off 
the list. Check the 
students’ work.

 Where do we write 
the word soy? It has 
the letters oy, so 
I will write it here. 

Write soy in the oy 
box, and cross it off 
the list. Check the 
students’ work.

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have these students work in pairs to review their sight word 
cards.

2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the room 
and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, while the 
students are working independently, you may administer the Oral Reading 
Fluency Assessment on page T27 of this Teacher Guide to some students.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “A Good Laugh for Papee” on page 203 
in Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly 
and fluently.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Football Star and President, George Weah” on 
page 71 in Let’s Read.

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Football Star and President, George 
Weah” on page 71 in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other 3 times and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they 
finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read.

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.

oi oy

boy
boil
soy

joy
coin

enjoy
soil
toy
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REVIEW Week 23 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 

pages 82–85
Tuesday (Day 2) 

pages 86–89
Wednesday (Day 3) 

pages 90–93
Thursday (Day 4) 

pages 94–97
Friday (Day 5) 
pages 98–100

Phonics and 
Word Study

• ow as /ō/
• -er and -est endings

• -ing endings with no 
change in spelling 
or silent e

• ea as /ē/ and /ĕ/
• contractions n’t, 

’s, ’re

• soft c and g/dg
• al/all

• oi/oy
• past tense -ed 

endings pronounced 
/d/, /t/, or /əd/

Spelling/ 
Sight Words

better, best, harder, 
fastest, happier, 
happiest, low, grow, 
know, heart, muscle, 
strong, worry, 
exercise, brain

eating, drinking, 
cooking, playing, 
taking, head, bread, 
ready, heavy, healthy, 
clean, dirty, germs, 
trash, raw, spread

face, rice, circle, 
pencil, dance, age, 
page, large, judge, 
bridge, game, pole, 
rope, center, edge, 
dodge

boy, enjoy, oil, point, 
played, called, 
named, lived, asked, 
worked, give up, rag, 
join, team, manager, 
continue

Written 
Vocabulary

heart, muscle, strong, 
worry, exercise, brain

clean, dirty, germs, 
trash, raw, spread

game, pole, rope, 
center, edge, dodge

give up, rag, join, 
team, manager, 
continue 

Reading 
Comprehension

“Smart Fun” and 
“Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy”

“Fun and Games” and 
“Football Star and 
President, George 
Weah”

Reading Fluency
“Smart Fun” “Staying Clean, 

Staying Healthy”
“Fun and Games” “Football Star and 

President, George 
Weah”

Oral Vocabulary
movement, throw, 
healthy, sick, benefit

beach, fresh air, 
relax, waves, surfing, 
trash

support, score, goal, 
equal, draw

half, match, fame, 
famous, humble, 
mourn, hero

Read-Aloud
“Exercise Is 
Important”

“Living Near the 
Beach”

“The Game of 
Football”

“Wanibo Toe”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words, accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, middle, and end of 
a story • Retell a story • Make a story chart • Identify characters, setting, 
events, and plot in a story • Identify the problem in a story • Construct 
sentences correctly • Write a story summary • Write sentences using 
spelling and sight words • Read diverse types of writings • Identify facts 
from a text • Identify main idea and facts in a nonfiction text • Identify 
theme in a text • Recognize the elements of diverse types of writings 
• Name and identify some types of adjectives • Form new words using 
some prefixes and suffixes • Form contractions • Write descriptive 
sentences • Demonstrate knowledge of new words • Read and analyze 
journals, articles, and other informational texts • Read nonfiction articles 
• Identify main idea of an article • Organize ideas for writing • Read words 
with variant word patterns • Identify the sequence of a text • Listen to a 
biographical text • Read a biographical text • Spell high-frequency and 
subject-related words • Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and 
related subject words in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to 
add details to writings • Write independently • Read words with endings 
• Read diverse texts fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
23

REVIEW

OBJECTIVES
• Review the vocabulary 

words movement, throw, 
healthy, sick, benefit

• Review “Exercise Is 
Important” 

• Review reading words 
with ow as /ō/ and words 
with -er and -est endings

• Review spelling better, 
best, harder, fastest, 
happier, happiest, low, 
grow, know, heart, 
muscle, strong, worry, 
exercise, brain

• Review reading fluently 
“Smart Fun” 

• Review the vocabulary 
words heart, muscle, 
strong, worry, exercise, 
brain

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

Student copybooks

Day 
1

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review words and stories that we learned earlier in this 

period. This will help us prepare for the period assessment next week.

ORAL VOCABULARY / READ-ALOUD 12 MIN.
 First, I am going to read the text “Exercise Is Important” to you again. 

Please turn to page 255 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meaning of the oral vocabulary words for this text:

1. movement  Movement. Movement is when your body changes 
position. For example, when you exercise, you 
make different kinds of movements, like running, 
jumping, throwing, and walking. Show me different 
movements. (Have individuals do different motions.) 

2. throw  Throw. When you throw, you move something 
through the air with your arm and hand. For example, 
you throw a ball when you play some sports. Let’s 
pretend we are throwing a ball. (Do the motions.)

3. healthy  Healthy. When you are healthy, your body feels 
good, you are strong and active, and you are not sick. 
Turn to page 255 in Let’s Read and find the children 
who look healthy in the picture. … How do we know 
they are healthy?

4. sick  Sick. When you are sick, your body feels bad. For 
example, you may have a fever. Your head may hurt. 
Your stomach may hurt. Let’s all pretend we are sick 
and say, “I feel sick!” (Do the motions.)

5. benefit  Benefit. A benefit is something good that happens 
because of something else. For example, a benefit 
of exercise is that it helps us feel stronger. What is a 
benefit of going to school? (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using benefit.)

• describe what they see in the picture, using their target vocabulary 
where applicable. 

Exercise Is Important 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 255Week 19

movement  throw  healthy  
sick  benefit 

Week 
19

Let’s Read page 255
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 1DURING READING

Read the text with expression, using the picture and gestures to convey 
meaning.

 Exercise Is Important 
by G. Benedict Kofer

Exercise involves all kinds of movement. Running, jumping, 
playing sports, throwing objects, and walking are all forms of 
exercise. Many people find exercising fun as well as a way to 
stay healthy. In some schools, exercises are taught as subjects. 
Students in science classes learn the different parts of the body 
that can benefit from particular exercises, such as joints, arms, 
legs, and muscles. Exercise has many benefits. It helps build 
strong muscles, strong hearts, and keeps people healthy. Exercise 
can also help people recover after being sick. It can help to make 
their bodies strong again. Health workers often say people who 
exercise every day live longer, so it’s good to exercise! 

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: What are some different forms of exercise? 
(running, jumping, playing sports, throwing objects, and walking) 

2. Right There Question: What do health workers often say about 
people who exercise every day? (They live longer.)

3. Think and Search Question: What are the many benefits of exercise? 
(It helps build strong muscles, strong hearts, and keeps people healthy. 
It can help people recover after being sick. It can help to make people’s 
bodies strong again.)

4. The author used supporting details—facts—to say why exercise is 
important. Why is exercise important for people? (Exercise helps 
us stay healthy and it is also fun. It can benefit different parts of the 
body such as joints, arms, legs, and muscles. It also helps build strong 
hearts.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (Exercise is good for you.)
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 1 PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 12 MIN.

Write the letters and the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 The letters o and 
w together often 
make the sound /ō/. 
The word ending -er 
is used to compare 
2 things. The word 
ending -est is used 
to compare 3 or 
more things. When 
a word ends with 
a consonant then 
y, change the y to i 
before adding an -er 
or -est.

Point to lucky. 
Underline the ky.  

 This word ends 
with the consonant 
k then y, so when 
we add -er (point 
to luckier), the y 
changes to i first: 
luckier. (Point to 
luckiest.) In the same 
way, when we add 
-est, the y changes 
to i first: luckiest.

 Let’s say the 
sounds and read the 
word together. 

Point to lucky. Point 
under ky.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
consonant k then y.

Point to luckier.  
 What happens 

when we add -er? 
The y changes to i. 
Let’s read the whole 
word together: 
luckier.

Point to luckiest.  
 What happens 

when we add -est? 
the y changes to i. 
Let’s read the whole 
word together: 
luckiest.

Repeat with glow, 
happy, happier, and 
happiest.

 Now it’s your turn. 
Say the sounds and 
read the words on 
your own.

One at a time point 
under the remaining 
words.

NOTE: While the students are working independently during the next two 
activities (Spelling/Sight Words and Reading Fluency/Written Vocabulary), you 
can administer the Period 4 Oral Reading Fluency Assessment to individual 
students one at a time. This assessment is provided in a separate booklet.

SPELLING / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the Student Activity Book page number on the board, as shown at the 
left. (If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you may write the 
words on the board instead: 1. better, 2. best, 3. harder, 4. fastest, 5. happier, 
6. happiest, 7. low, 8. grow, 9. know, 10. heart, 11. muscle, 12. strong, 13. worry, 
14. exercise, 15. brain.)

 Now you will review your spelling and sight words from Week 19 with 
your partner. Turn to page 49 in your Student Activity Book. 

ow  -er  -est

lucky
luckier
luckiest

glow

happy
happier
happiest

happy
happier
happiest

own

longer
longest

hungry
hungrier
hungriest

Student 
Activity Book 
page 49
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 1Have the students work in pairs. First they read through the list of words 

together. Then they take turns giving each other a spelling quiz. The first 
partner dictates the first 7 words one at a time, and the second partner writes 
each word in his or her copybook without looking at the Student Activity 
Book (or the board). Then the partners switch roles, and the second partner 
dictates the remaining words while the first partner writes them in his or her 
copybook. The students check their own work when they finish. 

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may work together to write original 
sentences with each word.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may copy each word three times.

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

READING FLUENCY / WRITTEN VOCABULARY 15 MIN.
Write the Let’s Read story title, page number, and written vocabulary words 
on the board, as shown at the right. 

 Now you will read the text “Smart Fun” again with your partner and 
write some sentences with the vocabulary words. Please turn to page 55 
in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs. First they take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other, helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students should 
read the text 2 times each. When they finish reading, the partners work 
together to write an original sentence with each of the written vocabulary 
words. Time permitting, they can also draw a picture for each of their 
sentences.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: A stronger student may be paired 
with a weaker student in order to serve as a peer mentor and help 
that student complete the activity.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of writing original 
sentences, the partners may find each vocabulary word in bold in the 
Let’s Read text and copy the sentence in which it appears into their 
copybooks. 

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

Week 19 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. better

2. best

3. harder

4. fastest

5. happier

6. happiest

7. low

8. grow

9. know

10. heart

11. muscle

12. strong

13. worry

14. exercise

15. brain

49Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 49

Let’s Read 
“Smart Fun”  
page 55 

1. heart
2. muscle
3. strong
4. worry
5. exercise
6. brain

You run down the football field. Your arms 
and legs pump. Your heart thunders in your 
chest. You breathe harder and harder. You 
feel like the fastest player on the field. 

You run toward the goal. You find yourself 
open, and this is your lucky break. Your 
teammate passes the ball to you. You kick. 
The ball sails into the goal. 

Kids play football for fun. But playing sports is more than just fun.

SSmart mart FFunun
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by Lisa Harkrader

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55Week 19

Let’s Read page 55
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Week 
23

REVIEW

OBJECTIVES
• Review the vocabulary 

words beach, fresh air, 
relax, waves, surfing, 
trash

• Review “Living Near the 
Beach” 

• Review reading words 
with -ing endings with 
no change in spelling or 
silent e, words with ea 
as /ē/ and /ĕ/, and words 
with contractions n’t, 
’s, ’re

• Review spelling eating, 
drinking, cooking, 
playing, taking, head, 
bread, ready, heavy, 
healthy, clean, dirty, 
germs, trash, raw, 
spread

• Review reading fluently 
“Staying Clean, Staying 
Healthy” 

• Review the vocabulary 
words clean, dirty, 
germs, trash, raw, 
spread

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

Student copybooks

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review words and stories that we learned earlier in this 

period. This will help us prepare for the period assessment next week.

ORAL VOCABULARY / READ-ALOUD 12 MIN.
 First, I am going to read the story “Living Near the Beach” to you again. 

Please turn to page 256 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meaning of the oral vocabulary words for this story:

1. beach  Beach. A beach is a sandy place of land next to the 
ocean. We go to the beach when we want to swim in 
the ocean. Sometimes we pick up shells on the beach. 
Let’s pretend that we are picking up shells on the 
beach. (Do the motions.)

2.  fresh 
air

 Fresh air. We go to the beach to get some fresh air. 
The air that blows from the ocean is fresh and clean. It 
is nice to go by the ocean and breathe in the fresh air. 
Let’s pretend that we are at the ocean breathing in the 
fresh air. (Do the motions.)

3. relax  Relax. To relax means to be calm and not worry. It 
means to rest and put away your troubles. One place 
we can go to relax is at the beach. How do you relax? 
Make a sentence with relax for us.

4. waves  Waves. The water in the ocean comes up on to the 
beach in waves and makes a relaxing sound. Waves 
can change from high waves to low waves. Use your 
arm to move up and down like waves. (Do the motions.) 

5. surfing  Surfing. To go surfing is to ride waves as they come 
to the beach. You can go surfing by standing or riding 
on a board or just by lying on the waves with your 
body. Let’s pretend we are standing on a board and 
surfing on the waves. (Do the motions.) 

6. trash  Trash. Trash is all the things we throw away when 
we are finished using them. We throw trash away 
because it is dirty. What kinds of things do we throw 
in the garbage bin? (Help individuals respond in well-
formed sentences using trash.)

• describe what they see in the picture, using their target vocabulary 
where applicable. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 286



REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 2DURING READING

Read the story with expression, using the picture and gestures to convey 
meaning.

 Living Near the Beach 
by Ruby T. Martin

Liberia has many beautiful golden, sandy beaches. People who 
live near these beaches have lots of things to enjoy. Akeelah and 
her mother live near one of these beaches. They love the fresh air 
and the sunshine. Akeelah’s grandmother catches fish from the 
lagoon. Akeelah collects seashells from the beach and sells them 
to pay her school fees. After school, Akeelah and her friends often 
go for a walk or play football on the beach. When the waves are 
low, they go swimming. When the waves are high, they watch the 
surfers surfing. The beach helps them relax and forget about their 
worries. Sometimes people leave trash on the beach. Akeelah and 
her friends always pick up the trash and throw it in the garbage bin. 
They want to keep their beach clean and beautiful so that everyone 
can enjoy its benefits. The beach is a wonderful place for fresh air 
and exercise.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: Why does Akeelah collect seashells from the 
beach and sell them? (to pay for her school fees)

2. Think and Search Question: What do Akeelah and her friends do at 
the beach? (They go for a walk or play football on the beach. They go 
swimming. They watch the surfers surfing. They pick up the trash and 
throw it in the garbage bin.)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do Akeelah and her friends only swim 
when the waves are low? (It is safer/easier to swim in low waves than 
in high waves.)

4. What facts—supporting details—does the author use to explain why 
people enjoy living on or near the beach? Think about what Akeelah, 
her grandmother, and Akeelah’s friends enjoy about the beach. 
(People like the fresh air and sunshine. They enjoy fishing in the lagoon. 
They can collect and sell seashells. People can walk, play, swim, and 
surf at the beach. The beach helps people relax and forget about their 
worries.)

5. What is the main idea of the text? (People enjoy the beach for many 
reasons.)

Living Near the Beach 

Let’s Read, Grade 2256 Week 20

beach  fresh air  relax  waves  
surfing  trash

Week 
20

Let’s Read page 256
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 2 PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 12 MIN.

Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 We add -ing to 
some words to show 
that an action is 
happening. When we 
add -ing to a base 
word with silent e, we 
first take away the e, 
and then add -ing. 

 The vowel team 
ea can make the 
sound /ē/ or /ĕ/. 
Contractions like 
n’t, ’s, and ’re are a 
shorter way to write 
or say 2 words.

Point to take. Underline 
e in take.  The silent 
e is at the end of 
the base word take. 
Before I add -ing, I first 
take away the e. (Point 
to taking.)  The new 
word is taking.

Point to you are.  
 These words are 

you and are.

Point to you’re. 
Underline ’re.  The 
apostrophe and re 
show that we have 
shortened the word 
are. The new word is 
you’re.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to you are.  
 Read these words 

with me: you, are. 

Point to you’re. Point 
under ’re.  What 
do we see here? An 
apostrophe and the 
letters re. What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
We have shortened 
are. 

 Let’s read the new 
together: you’re. 

Repeat with 
use/using, it is/it’s, 
and healthy. For 
healthy, remind 
students that the 
letters ea make the 
sound /ĕ/ in this word.

 Now it’s your turn. 
Say the sounds and 
read the words on 
your own.

One at a time point 
under the remaining 
words.

NOTE: While the students are working independently during the next two 
activities (Spelling/Sight Words and Reading Fluency/Written Vocabulary), you 
can administer the Period 4 Oral Reading Fluency Assessment to individual 
students one at a time. This assessment is provided in a separate booklet.

SPELLING / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the Student Activity Book page number on the board, as shown at the 
left. (If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you may write the 
words on the board instead: 1. eating, 2. drinking, 3. cooking, 4. playing,  
5. taking, 6. head, 7. bread, 8. ready, 9. heavy, 10. healthy, 11. clean, 12. dirty, 
13. germs, 14. trash, 15. raw, 16. spread.)

-ing  ea  ea
n’t  ’s  ’re

take
taking

you are
you’re

use
using

it is
it’s

healthy

healthy
heavy

like
liking

here is
here’s

spread
liking
didn’t

Student 
Activity Book 
page 52
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 2 Now you will review your spelling and sight words from Week 20 with 

your partner. Turn to page 52 in your Student Activity Book. 

Have the students work in pairs. First they read through the list of words 
together. Then they take turns giving each other a spelling quiz. The first 
partner dictates the first 8 words one at a time, and the second partner writes 
each word in his or her copybook without looking at the Student Activity 
Book (or the board). Then the partners switch roles. The students check their 
own work when they finish. 

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may work together to write original 
sentences with each word.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may copy each word three times.

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

READING FLUENCY / WRITTEN VOCABULARY 15 MIN.
Write the Let’s Read story title, page number, and written vocabulary words 
on the board, as shown at the right.

 Now you will read the text “Staying Clean, Staying Healthy” again with 
your partner and write some sentences with the vocabulary words. Please 
turn to page 59 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs. First they take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other, helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students should 
read the text 2 times each. When they finish reading, the partners work 
together to write an original sentence with each of the written vocabulary 
words. Time permitting, they can also draw a picture for each of their 
sentences.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: A stronger student may be paired 
with a weaker student in order to serve as a peer mentor and help 
that student complete the activity.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of writing original 
sentences, the partners may find each vocabulary word in bold in the 
Let’s Read text and copy the sentence in which it appears into their 
copybooks. 

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

Week 20 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. eating

2. drinking

3. cooking

4. playing

5. taking

6. head

7. bread

8. ready

9. heavy

10. healthy

11. clean

12. dirty

13. germs

14. trash

15. raw

16. spread

52 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
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Staying C lean, Staying C lean, 
Staying HealthyStaying Healthy
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by Katherine Follett

It feels good to be clean. Staying 
clean also keeps you healthy! 
Getting germs inside your body 
can make you sick. Here’s how 
to stay clean and stay healthy. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 59Week 20

Let’s Read page 59

Let’s Read 
“Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy” 
page 59

1. clean
2. dirty
3. germs
4. trash
5. raw
6. spread
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Week 
23

REVIEW

Staying C lean, Staying C lean, 
Staying HealthyStaying Healthy

Po
le
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by Katherine Follett

It feels good to be clean. Staying 
clean also keeps you healthy! 
Getting germs inside your body 
can make you sick. Here’s how 
to stay clean and stay healthy. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 59Week 20

OBJECTIVES
• Review reading fluently 

and demonstrate 
comprehension of “Smart 
Fun” and “Staying Clean, 
Staying Healthy”

• Review the vocabulary 
words support, score, 
goal, equal, draw 

• Review “The Game of 
Football”

• Review reading words 
with soft c and g/dg, and 
words with al/all

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review words and stories that we learned earlier in this 

period. This will help us prepare for the period assessment next week.

NOTE: While the students are working independently during the first activity 
(Reading Fluency and Comprehension), you can administer the Period 4 
Oral Reading Fluency Assessment to individual students one at a time. This 
assessment is provided in a separate booklet.

READING FLUENCY AND COMPREHENSION 25 MIN.
Write the Let’s Read story titles and page numbers on the board, as shown at 
the left.

 First, you will read the texts “Smart Fun” and “Staying Clean, Staying 
Healthy” again with your partner and answer the questions at the end. 
Please turn to page 55 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs. First they take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other, helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students should 
read the text 2 times each. When they finish reading, the partners work 
together to answer the comprehension questions at the end of the text in 
their copybooks. When the partners finish the first text, they move on to the 
second text.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: A stronger student may be 
paired with a weaker student in order to serve as a peer mentor and 
help that student complete the activity. Alternatively, if students have 
already answered the comprehension questions earlier in the period, 
they may use this time to read the supplementary readers or other 
texts instead.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: A weaker student may be 
paired with a stronger student for help completing the activity. 

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

Let’s Read 

1.  “Smart Fun” 
page 55

2.  “Staying 
Clean, Staying 
Healthy”  
page 59

You run down the football field. Your arms 
and legs pump. Your heart thunders in your 
chest. You breathe harder and harder. You 
feel like the fastest player on the field. 

You run toward the goal. You find yourself 
open, and this is your lucky break. Your 
teammate passes the ball to you. You kick. 
The ball sails into the goal. 

Kids play football for fun. But playing sports is more than just fun.
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by Lisa Harkrader

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55Week 19  
Let’s Read pages 55, 59
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 3ORAL VOCABULARY / READ-ALOUD 12 MIN.

 Now I am going to read the text “The Game of Football” to you again. 
Please turn to page 257 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meaning of the oral vocabulary words for this text:

1. support  Support. When you support someone, you help them 
with something. In the game of football, the players 
support or help each other in order to make a goal 
and win. We support our friends when they need our 
help. How do you support your friends or family? (Help 
individuals respond in well-formed sentences using 
support.)

2. score  Score. When you score, you make points in a game. 
In football, players score points when they kick the ball 
into the net of the other team. How do you score points 
in other games? (Help individuals respond in well-formed 
sentences using score.)

3. goal  Goal. In a game like football, a goal is when you 
score a point. Show me how you feel when your team 
scores a goal. (Do the motions.)

4. equal  Equal. When things are equal, they are the same in 
number or size. When we share food with our friends, 
we try to give everyone an equal share, or the same 
number. Let’s stand up and make two equal groups of 
students. (Do the motions.)

5. draw  Draw. A draw happens when two people or teams 
play a game to the end and their final scores are the 
same or equal. For example, if both teams each score 
1 goal, the game ends in a draw. 

• describe what they see in the picture, using their target vocabulary 
where applicable. 

The Game of Football

Let’s Read, Grade 2 257Week 21

support  score  goal  
equal  draw 

Week 
21

Let’s Read page 257
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 3 DURING READING

Read the text with expression, using the picture and gestures to convey 
meaning.

 The Game of Football 
by Lawrence W. Peters

Football, also called soccer, is a game played between two teams 
kicking a ball. The game is played for 90 minutes. Each team is 
made up of 11 players: a goalkeeper who stops the ball from entering 
the goal, players who support other players, and players who score 
a goal. The goalkeeper uses both feet and hands to stop the ball 
from entering the goal. None of the players can use their hands. 
Some players try to stop the other team from scoring a goal. They 
are called defenders. Other players try to put the ball in the goal of 
the other team. They are called forwards, or strikers. The team that 
scores the most goals wins the game. If both teams fail to score, or 
score an equal number of goals, then the game ends in a draw. 

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Right There Question: The game of football is played for how long? 
(90 minutes) 

2. Think and Search Question: Which player or players on a football 
team can touch the ball with their hands? (only the goalkeeper)

3. Author and Me Inference: Why do defenders try to stop the other 
team from scoring a goal? (so the other team will not get more points 
than the defenders’ team; so the other team will not win)

4. The author used facts to describe the different players on a soccer 
or football team. Who are the different players and what do they do? 
(There is a goalkeeper who stops the ball from entering the goal. There 
are defenders who try to stop the other team. There are forwards, or 
strikers, who try to make goals for their team.) 

5. What is the main idea of the text? (how to play football)
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 3PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 12 MIN.

Write the letters and words on the board as shown at the right.

 Remember that 
when the letter c 
comes before the 
letters e or i, it 
makes the soft c 
sound, /s/. When 
the letters g or dg 
come before the 
letters e or i, they 
make the soft g 
sound, /j/. When the 
letters a and l, or a 
and double ll, come 
together, they make 
the sound /ôl/.

 Watch and listen 
as I read a word. 
Point to circle. 
Underline the ci. 

 Here I see the 
letter c before the 
letter i. The word 
is /s/–/ŭr/–/k/–/əl/, 
circle. 

Point to germ. 
Underline ge.  

 Here I see the 
letter g before the 
letter e. This word is 
/j/–/ŭr/–/m/, germ.

Point to dodge. 
Underline dge.  

 Here I see the 
letters dg before 
the letter e. In this 
word, the letter e is 
silent. This word is 
/d/–/ŏ/–/j/, dodge.

Point to all.  Here 
I see the letter a 
and double letter ll. 
Together they make 
the sound /ôl/. The 
word is /ôl/, all.

Repeat with also.

 Let’s say the 
sounds and read the 
word together. 

Point to also. Point 
under each letter. 

 /ôl/–/s/–/ō/, also. 

Repeat with cell, age, 
danger, and ball. 

 Now it’s your turn. 
Say the sounds and 
read the words on 
your own.

One at a time point 
under the remaining 
words.

 

soft c
soft g/dg  al/all

circle
germ

dodge
all

also
cell
age

danger
ball

ball
center
gentle
judge
salt

small
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Week 
23

REVIEW

OBJECTIVES
• Review spelling face, 

rice, circle, pencil, dance, 
age, page, large, judge, 
bridge, game, pole, rope, 
center, edge, dodge

• Review reading fluently 
“Fun and Games” 

• Review the vocabulary 
words game, pole, rope, 
center, edge, dodge

• Review the vocabulary 
words half, match, fame, 
famous, humble, mourn, 
hero

• Review “Wanibo Toe” 
• Review reading words 

with oi/oy and words with 
past tense -ed endings 
pronounced /d/, /t/, or /əd/

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student Activity Book

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review letters, words, and stories that we learned 

earlier in this period. This will help us prepare for the period assessment 
next week.

NOTE: While the students are working independently during the first two 
activities (Spelling/Sight Words and Reading Fluency/Written Vocabulary), you 
can administer the Period 4 Oral Reading Fluency Assessment to individual 
students one at a time. This assessment is provided in a separate booklet.

SPELLING / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the Student Activity Book page number on the board, as shown at the 
left. (If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you may write 
the words on the board instead: 1. face, 2. rice, 3. circle, 4. pencil, 5. dance, 
6. age, 7. page, 8. large, 9. judge, 10. bridge, 11. game, 12. pole, 13. rope,  
14. center, 15. edge, 16. dodge.)

 First, you will review your spelling and sight words from Week 21 with 
your partner. Turn to page 55 in your Student Activity Book. 

Have the students work in pairs. First they read through the list of words 
together. Then they take turns giving each other a spelling quiz. The first 
partner dictates the first 8 words one at a time, and the second partner writes 
each word in his or her copybook without looking at the Student Activity 
Book (or the board). Then the partners switch roles. The students check their 
own work when they finish.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may work together to write original 
sentences with each word.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may copy each word three times.

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed. 

READING FLUENCY / WRITTEN VOCABULARY 15 MIN.
Write the Let’s Read story title, page number, and written vocabulary words 
on the board, as shown on the next page at the right.

 Now you will read the text “Fun and Games” again with your partner 
and write some sentences with the vocabulary words. Please turn to  
page 64 in Let’s Read. 

Have the students work in pairs. First they take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other, helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students should 
read the text 2 times each. When they finish reading, the partners work 

Student Activity 
Book page 55

Week 21 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. face

2. rice

3. circle

4. pencil

5. dance

6. age

7. page

8. large

9. judge

10. bridge

11. game

12. pole

13. rope

14. center

15. edge

16. dodge

55Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 55
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 4together to write an original sentence with each of the written vocabulary 

words.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: A stronger student may be paired 
with a weaker student in order to serve as a peer mentor and help 
that student complete the activity.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of writing original 
sentences, the partners may find each vocabulary word in bold in the 
Let’s Read text and copy the sentence in which it appears into their 
copybooks. 

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

ORAL VOCABULARY / READ-ALOUD 12 MIN.
 Now am going to read the text “Wanibo Toe” to you again. Please turn 

to page 258 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meaning of the oral vocabulary words for this text:

1. half  Half. A half of something is one of two equal parts. 
(Draw a circle on the board.) For example, this is a circle. 
(Draw a line down the middle to divide it in half. Point to 
one half.) This is half of the circle. The two parts (point) 
are the same or equal. One part is one half. (Draw 
additional shapes and repeat.) 

2. match  Match. A match is a game where two people or 
teams play against each other. A football game can be 
called a match. Make a sentence with the word match 
for us.

3.  fame, 
famous

 Famous. When a person is famous, everyone knows 
and talks about that person. For example, President 
George Weah is famous in Liberia. When a person is 
famous, we say they have fame. Who else do you know 
who is famous?

4. humble  Humble. To be humble is to be shy or modest about 
the good things you do. People who are humble do not 
talk about themselves or the things they have done. Tell 
us about someone you know who is humble. 

Let’s Read 
“Fun and 
Games”  
page 64

1. game
2. pole
3. rope
4. center
5. edge
6. dodge

Wanibo Toe

Let’s Read, Grade 2258 Week 22

half  match  fame/famous  
humble  mourn  hero

Week 
22

Let’s Read page 258
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 4

5. mourn  Mourn. To mourn is to feel sad because you have lost 
someone who is very important to you. How do people 
mourn when they lose a family member?

6. hero  Hero. A hero is a person who shows courage or 
does something special. A hero can be a great football 
player, a leader of a country, or someone who helps 
others. Who is a hero to you?

• describe what they see in the picture, using their target vocabulary 
where applicable. 

DURING READING
Read the text with expression, using the picture and gestures to convey 
meaning.

 Wanibo Toe 
by Kenneth G. Harding

Everyone knows George Weah, one of the most famous 
footballers in Liberia. But before Weah, the best footballer was 
Wanibo Toe. Wanibo Toe started playing football as a child in 
Ghana. He became a master of dribbling the ball. He later came 
to Liberia in the 1960s. He played the number eight position 
for the Mighty Barrolle and then for the Liberian national team, 
the Lone Stars. Everyone remembers the best game played by 
Wanibo Toe between the Lone Stars and the Ghana Black Star 
in 1965. The game was played in Liberia. In the first half of the 
game, the Lone Stars led the Ghana Black Star by three goals to 
one. In the second half, the Ghana Black Star scored four goals, 
making the score five goals to three. Finally, the Lone Stars 
scored another goal, and the game ended up five goals to four, 
in favor of Ghana Black Star. Even though Ghana Black Star won 
the game, Wanibo Toe became the man of the match. Despite 
his fame and popularity, Wanibo Toe was always easygoing and 
humble. Sadly, Wanibo Toe died young just two years after his 
famous match. Thousands of fans mourned the passing of the 
great football hero.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is this text about? (Wanibo Toe) 

2. What is the main idea of the text? (Wanibo Toe was a great football 
player.) 

3. The author used supporting details to say why the match between 
the Lone Stars and the Ghana Black Star in 1965 was so important. 
Why was this game important? (The game was played in Liberia.  
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 4At first the Lone Stars were ahead three goals to one. Then the Ghana 

Black Star scored four goals. The game ended with the Ghana Black 
Star winning, five goals to four. Even though Ghana Black Star won the 
game, Wanibo Toe was the man of the match.)

4. Even though Wanibo Toe was famous, what was he like? (He was 
easygoing and humble.)

5. Why did his fans mourn him? (He died only two years after his famous 
match, and he was a great football hero.)

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 12 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board as shown at the right.

 The vowel team 
oi makes the sound 
/oi/. The o and y 
together also make 
the sound /oi/. The 
past tense ending 
-ed can make the 
sound /d/, /t/, or /əd/.

Point to boil.  
 /b/–/oi/–/l/, boil.

Point to toy.  
 /t/–/oi/, toy. 

Point to played. 
Underline ed.  

 I see -ed at the 
end of the base word 
play. The whole word 
is /p/–/l/–/ā/–/d/, 
played. 

Repeat with asked 
and needed.

 Let’s say the 
sounds and read the 
word together. 

Point to needed. Point 
under each letter. 

 /n/–/ē/–/d/–/əd/, 
needed. 

Repeat with join, joy, 
and worked. 

 Now it’s your turn. 
Say the sounds and 
read the words on 
your own.

One at a time point 
under the remaining 
words.

oi  oy  -ed

boil
toy

played
asked

needed
join
joy

worked

worked
employ
noise

named
helped
started
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Week 
23

REVIEW

OBJECTIVES
• Review spelling boy, 

enjoy, oil, point, played, 
called, named, lived, 
asked, worked, give up, 
rag, join, team, manager, 
continue

• Review reading fluently 
“Football Star and 
President, George Weah” 

• Review the vocabulary 
words give up, rag, join, 
team, manager, continue

• Review reading fluently 
and demonstrate 
comprehension of 
“Fun and Games” and 
“Football Star and 
President, George Weah”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student Activity Book

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review words and stories that we learned earlier in this 

period. This will help us prepare for the period assessment next week.

NOTE: While the students are working independently during each activity 
today, you can administer the Period 4 Oral Reading Fluency Assessment to 
individual students one at a time. This assessment is provided in a separate 
booklet.

SPELLING / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the Student Activity Book page number on the board, as shown at the 
left. (If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you may write the 
words on the board instead: 1. boy, 2. enjoy, 3. oil, 4. point, 5. played,  
6. called, 7. named, 8. lived, 9. asked, 10. worked, 11. give up, 12. rag, 13. join, 
14. team, 15. manager, 16. continue.)

 First, you will review your spelling and sight words from Week 22 with 
your partner. Turn to page 58 in your Student Activity Book. 

Have the students work in pairs. First they read through the list of words 
together. Then they take turns giving each other a spelling quiz. The first 
partner dictates the first 8 words one at a time, and the second partner writes 
each word in his or her copybook without looking at the Student Activity 
Book (or the board). Then the partners switch roles, and the second partner 
dictates the remaining words while the first partner writes them in his or her 
copybook. The students check their own work when they finish.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may work together to write original 
sentences with each word.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of giving each other 
a spelling quiz, the partners may copy each word three times.

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

Student 
Activity Book 
page 58

Week 22 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. boy

2. enjoy

3. oil

4. point

5. played

6. called

7. named

8. lived

9. asked

10. worked

11. give up

12. rag

13. join

14. team

15. manager

16. continue

58 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 5READING FLUENCY / WRITTEN VOCABULARY 15 MIN.

Write the Let’s Read story title, page number, and written vocabulary words 
on the board, as shown at the right.

 Now you will read the text “Football Star and President, George Weah” 
again with your partner and write some sentences with the vocabulary 
words. Please turn to page 71 in Let’s Read. 

Have the students work in pairs. First, they take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other, helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students should 
read the text 2 times each. When they finish reading, the partners work 
together to write an original sentence with each of the written vocabulary 
words. Time permitting, they can also draw a picture for each of their 
sentences.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: A stronger student may be paired 
with a weaker student in order to serve as a peer mentor and help 
that student complete the activity.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: Instead of writing original 
sentences, the partners may find each vocabulary word in bold in the 
Let’s Read text and copy the sentence in which it appears into their 
copybooks. 

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

Let’s Read 
“Football Star 
and President, 
George Weah” 
page 71

1. give up
2. rag
3. join
4. team
5. manager
6. continue

A Rag Ball
A small boy named George Weah grew 
up in Liberia. He may have been small, 
but he grew up to have a big life. He 
now is president of Liberia. 
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Football Star and President

George Weah
by Terry Miller Shannon
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REVIEW 
Week 23 • Day 5 READING FLUENCY AND COMPREHENSION 24 MIN.

Write the Let’s Read story titles and page numbers on the board, as shown at 
the left.

 Now you will read the texts “Fun and Games” and “Football Star 
and President, George Weah” again with your partner and answer the 
questions at the end. Please turn to page 64 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs. First they take turns to read the text aloud 
to each other, helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students should 
read the text 2 times each. When they finish reading, the partners work 
together to answer the comprehension questions at the end of the text in 
their copybooks. When the partners finish the first text, they move on to the 
second text.

Differentiated Instruction: This activity is for students who are “Meeting 
Expectations.” You may change this activity for the other students in the 
following ways:

• Students Who Exceed Expectations: A stronger student may be 
paired with a weaker student in order to serve as a peer mentor and 
help that student complete the activity. Alternatively, if students have 
already answered the comprehension questions earlier in the period, 
they may use this time to read the supplementary readers or other 
texts instead.

• Students Who Need Additional Support: A weaker student may be 
paired with a stronger student in order to help them completely the 
activity. 

If you have finished administering the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment, 
move around the room and randomly check students’ work, giving support 
where needed.

Let’s Read 

1.   “Fun and Games”  
page 64 

2.  “Football Star 
and President, 
George Weah”  
page 71

Playing Games
We all like to play games. People 
have thought up all sorts of games 
to play. There are board games, 
clapping games, guessing games, 
jumping games, chasing games, and 
many kinds of 
games with balls. 

Even though 
children in Liberia 
and America live 
far away from 
each other, they 
play some of the 
same games. 

People play many games.
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Fun and Games
by Lori Mortensen

Let’s Read, Grade 264 Week 21
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A Rag Ball
A small boy named George Weah grew 
up in Liberia. He may have been small, 
but he grew up to have a big life. He 
now is president of Liberia. 
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George Weah
by Terry Miller Shannon
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Week 24
AssessmentASSESSMENT

Write the numbers on the board as shown beside each section. 
Point to the number on the board as you ask each question. Have 
students find the number on their Student Activity Book page. If the 
students do not have a Student Activity Book, have them write the 
answers on a piece of paper or in their copybooks.

 Today I am going to ask you some questions about what you have 
learned in the past five weeks. You will write your answers in your 
Student Activity Book. Open your Student Activity Book to page 61.

PHONICS / SPELLING

A. Phonics and Word Study 15 MIN.
Note: If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you can 
write the following words in two boxes on the board: 

1st box, for #1–5: 

cell, call, cool, can’t, called, coiled, crow,  
circle, cooked, chasing, charge

2nd box, for #6–10: 

head, here’s, healthier, harder,  
hall, hood, highest, hook, hedge

 Point to the letter A. I will say a word. Choose the correct word 
from the box and write it on the line. Let’s do an example together. 
On the line next to the word Example, write the word cooked. Look 
at the first word box. Which of these words is cooked? … Write 
cooked on the line next to the word Example. (Write cooked on the 
board next to the word Example. Walk around the room to check 
that students understand what to do.)

 For numbers 1–5, choose a word from the first box.

1. call

2. circle

3. chasing

4. crow

5. coiled

 For numbers 6–10, choose a word from the second box. 

6. here’s

7. harder

8. hedge

9. healthier

10. highest

Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 6.
 7.
 8.
 9.
10.

Week 24 Assessment

A. Phonics and Word Study

cell, call, cool, can’t, called, coiled, 
crow, circle, cooked, chasing, charge

Example:          

1.          

2.          

3.          

4.          

5.          

head, here’s, healthier, harder, 
hall, hood, highest, hook, hedge

6.          

7.          

8.          

9.          

10.          

61Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 24
Assessment PHONICS / SPELLING

B. Spelling 15 MIN.
 Point to the letter B. I will say one of your spelling words. Write 

the word. Let’s do an example together. On the line next to the 
word Example, write the word bread. (Write bread on the board 
next to the word Example. Walk around the room to check that 
students understand what to do.)

1. better

2. grow

3. lived 

4. circle

5. healthy

6. worked 

7. bridge

8. boy

9. ready

10. eating

Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 6.
 7.
 8.
 9.
10.

Week 24 Assessment

B. Spelling

Example:          

1.          

2.          

3.          

4.          

5.          

6.          

7.          

8.          

9.          

10.          

62 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 24
AssessmentREADING / COMPREHENSION

C. Written Vocabulary and Sight Words 15 MIN.
Note: If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you can 
write the following words in two boxes on the board: 

1st box, for #1–5: 

heart, clean, trash, germs, brain, muscle,  
raw, spread, strong, worry, dirty

2nd box, for #6–10: 

join, rag, rope, dodge, manager, center,  
pole, team, edge, continue, game, give up

 Point to the letter C. I am going to say the meaning of one of 
your vocabulary words. Choose the correct word from the box 
and write it on the line. Let’s do an example together. This word 
means tiny living things that can make us sick. When we are 
sick, we have these inside us. Which of these words means tiny 
living things that can make us sick? ... Germs. Write germs on the 
line next to the word Example. (Write germs on the board next to 
the word Example. Walk around the room to check that students 
understand what to do.)

 For numbers 1–5, choose a word from the first box.

Read each definition at least twice. Give the students time to write 
the answer before moving on to the next item.

1. This word is the part of our body in our heads that helps us 
think. (Tap the side of your head.)

2. This word describes what something is when it has no dirt on 
it. We can keep our hands like this by washing them. (Pretend 
to wash your hands.)

3. We do this when we think about our problems. (Show a 
worried look on your face.)

4. This word describes what we call something when it is not 
cooked. 

5. This word means to be able to pick up or push heavy things. 
(Pretend to lift a heavy box.)

 For numbers 6–10, choose a word from the second box. 

6. This word describes a kind of play or sport. 

7. This word means to become part of something else. 

8. This word is a long stick, usually stuck in the ground to hold 
something up. 

9. This word describes the middle of something, like a circle.

10. This word is a person who is a leader of a company or on a team. 

Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 6.
 7.
 8.
 9.
10.

Week 24 Assessment

C. Written Vocabulary and Sight Words

heart, clean, trash, germs, brain, muscle, 
raw, spread, strong, worry, dirty

Example:          

1.          

2.          

3.          

4.          

5.          

join, rag, rope, dodge, manager, center, 
pole, team, edge, continue, game, give up

6.          

7.          

8.          

9.          

10.          
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Week 24
Assessment READING / COMPREHENSION

D. Reading Comprehension 15 MIN.
Note: If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you can 
write the following text on the board.

It is good to be healthy. One way to stay healthy is to 
stay strong. We all like to play games. Games are fun. 
Games are also a good way to get exercise. Exercise 
helps you stay strong. Games like lapa and toil are 
good exercise. When you run and throw balls, you are 
exercising. Running and throwing makes your arm and 
leg muscles stronger. When you run, it makes your lungs 
and heart work more. You breathe harder when you 
exercise. When you breathe hard, you make your lungs 
and heart stronger. 

If you can’t play a game, there are other ways to keep 
your body strong. You can run outside. You can do chores 
at your house. Anything that keeps you moving your body 
can help you stay strong and healthy. It is important 
to stay strong and healthy. When you are strong and 
healthy, your brain works better, and you feel better. 

 Point to the letter D. This is a text. You will read the text to 
yourself. When you finish the text, look up at me so I know you 
have finished. Then I will ask you questions about the text. 

If the students have not finished after 7 minutes, give them a 
one-minute warning.

 Now I will ask you some questions about the text. You may 
look back in the text to find the answers. Write the answer to the 
question on the line.

1. What is this text about?

2. Why are lapa and toil good exercise? 

3. What is the main idea in the text?

4. The author used details to say why playing games can be 
good for you. Why is playing games good for you?

5. What makes your heart and lungs stronger?

6. What can you do to exercise besides play games?

7. The author says any exercise can be good. What does he 
say you need to keep your body doing to stay healthy and 
strong? 

8. Why does the author say it is important to keep your body 
healthy and strong?

9. What games does the author mention?

10. What are ways you can exercise?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Week 24 Assessment

D. Reading Comprehension

It is good to be healthy. One way to stay healthy is to stay 
strong. We all like to play games. Games are fun. Games are 
also a good way to get exercise. Exercise helps you stay strong. 
Games like lapa and toil are good exercise. When you run and 
throw balls, you are exercising. Running and throwing makes 
your arm and leg muscles stronger. When you run, it makes 
your lungs and heart work more. You breathe harder when you 
exercise. When you breathe hard, you make your lungs and 
heart stronger. 

If you can’t play a game, there are other ways to keep your 
body strong. You can run outside. You can do chores at your 
house. Anything that keeps you moving your body can help 
you stay strong and healthy. It is important to stay strong and 
healthy. When you are strong and healthy, your brain works 

better, and you feel better.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  
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Week 25 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 
pages 106–109

Tuesday (Day 2) 
pages 110–113

Wednesday (Day 3) 
pages 114–117

Thursday (Day 4) 
pages 118–121

Friday (Day 5) 
pages 122–124

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with oo 
as /ū/ and /oo/.

Read words with oo 
as /ū/ in food and oo 
as /oo/ in good.

Read words with the 
prefix un-.

Read words with ’s 
and ’ll.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling
food, good, room, 
book, soon, too, look, 
took

unhappy, unsafe, 
food, soon, too, look, 
took

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

quite, unkind, stew, 
gather, wood, 
uncertain

quite, unkind, stew, 
gather, wood, 
uncertain

Reading 
Comprehension

“Stone Stew” “Stone Stew” Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Stone Stew” Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
picnic, pack, 
disappointed, sigh, 
unusual

Read-Aloud “The Picnic” “The Picnic”

Shared Writing
Use a Story Map to 
plan group stories.

Use a Story Map to 
plan group stories.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 66 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Stone Stew”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 67 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Stone Stew”
• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Stone Stew.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Stone Stew.”
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Rogue in the House” or any supplementary reader.
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Rogue in the House” or any supplementary reader.
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Stone Stew.”
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Stone Stew.” 

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read. 

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, middle, and 
end of a story • Identify characters, setting, events, and plot in a story 
• Identify the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write a 
story summary • Write sentences using spelling and sight words • Read 
diverse types of writings • Identify features of a folktale • Identify theme 
in a text • Recognize the elements of diverse types of writings • Name 
and identify some types of adjectives • Form new words using some 
prefixes and suffixes • Form contractions • Write descriptive sentences 
• Demonstrate knowledge of new words • Use vocabulary words in 
sentences • Organize ideas for writing • Read words with variant word 
patterns • Identify the sequence of a text • Spell high-frequency and 
subject-related words • Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and 
related subject words in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to 
add details to writings • Write independently • Read words with endings 
• Read diverse texts fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
25

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with oo as /ū/ and /oo/
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words quite, 
unkind, stew, gather, 
wood, uncertain

• Read and comprehend 
“Stone Stew”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the vowel team oo. We will also 

learn some new vocabulary words and read a new story together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to oo.  This is 
the vowel team oo. It 
makes two different 
sounds. First, it 
makes the sound /ū/, 
like we hear in the 
word food. 

Point to food. 
Underline oo.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
oo. In this word, the 
letters oo make the 
sound /ū/. The word 
is /f/–/ū/–/d/, food.

 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to food. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do we see 
here? oo.

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? /ū/.

 Let’s read the 
word together: 
/f/–/ū/–/d/, food.

Repeat with spoon.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to spoon. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (oo)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? (/ū/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/s/–/p/–/ū/–/n/, 
spoon)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Point to oo.  The 
vowel team oo also 
makes a different 
sound. In some 
words, the letters oo 
make the sound /oo/, 
like we hear in the 
word good.

Point to good. 
Underline oo.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
oo. In this word, the 
letters oo make the 
sound /oo/. The word 
is /g/–/oo/–/d/, good.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to good. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do we see 
here? oo.

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? /oo/.

 Let’s read the 
word together: 
/g/–/oo/–/d/, good.

Repeat with cook.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to cook. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (oo)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? (/oo/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/k/–/oo/–/k/, 
cook)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

food
spoon

spoon
soon
noon

broom

oo

good
cook 

cook
took

wood
stood
shook

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2106



Week 25 • Day 1

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

 Now we will spell 
some words that 
have the letters oo. 
Watch and listen. 

 The word is food. 
I hear 3 sounds: 
/f/–/ū/–/d/.

 The first sound is 
/f/. (Write f.) The next 
sound is /ū/. (Write 
oo.) The third sound 
is /d/. (Write d.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  f–o–o–d, 
food. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words that have the 
letters oo together. 
I will say the word. 
We will listen to each 
sound. Then you will 
write the letters in 
your copybooks as 
I write them on the 
board. 

 The first word 
is food. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/f/–/ū/–/d/.

 Let’s write it: /f/, 
(write f), /ū/ (write oo), 
/d/ (write d ).

Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): f–o–o–d, 
food. 

Repeat with good, 
room, and book.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word 
with the letters oo. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the 
letter or letters for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: book, 
soon, too, look, took. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown on the next page at the left. Use 
objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the words. 
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Week 25 • Day 1
 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. quite Point to quite.  This word is quite. Let’s read and 
spell it together: quite, q–u–i–t–e, quite. Quite means 
very or completely. If you had to walk quite far to 
come to school, then you had to walk a very long 
way. Quite can explain how we are feeling. I am quite 
happy to be here with you today. How about you?

2. unkind Point to unkind.  This word is unkind. Together: 
unkind, u–n–k–i–n–d, unkind. To be unkind is to be 
mean or unfriendly, not nice or caring. For example, 
it is unkind to say bad things about others. What else 
do you think is unkind?

3. stew Point to stew.  This word is stew. Together: stew, 
s–t–e–w, stew. Stew is a type of food. To make stew, 
you cook meat, vegetables, and water in a pot. Turn 
to page 80 in Let’s Read and find the people making 
stew in the pictures. … What foods do you like in a 
stew? (e.g., meat, potatoes, vegetables, etc.)

4. gather Point to gather.  This word is gather. Together: 
gather, g–a–t–h–e–r, gather. To gather is when 
people come together. We gather together in 
class every day. People may gather for a holiday 
or celebration. Has your family gathered together 
recently? 

5. wood Point to wood.  This word is wood. Together: wood, 
w–o–o–d, wood. Wood is the hard material that 
comes from trees. Chairs and tables are usually 
made of wood. We burn wood in a fire. What do you 
have in your house that is made of wood?

6. uncertain Point to uncertain.  This word is uncertain. Together: 
uncertain, u–n–c–e–r–t–a–i–n, uncertain. To be 
uncertain is to not know something for sure. You 
might be uncertain about the answer to a question 
in class. Sometimes I am uncertain about [name 
something]. Let’s look uncertain.

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new story called “Stone Stew.” Please turn to 

page 80 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

1. quite
2. unkind
3. stew
4. gather
5. wood
6. uncertain

Stone StewStone Stew
by Elizabeth Massie

Anna had traveled quite long and quite 
far to return to her home by the shore.  
On the way, she became very hungry and 
needed to eat. Without food she could 
travel no more. 

She passed through a village and asked 
for some food, but the people were 
unkind to her. They just shook their 
heads no and walked away, leaving Anna 
standing there, hungry. 

Unhappy, Anna sat down to think about 
what she could do. Then she smiled and 
said to herself, “I’ll get them to help me 
make some stone stew!”

Let’s Read, Grade 280 Week 25

Let’s Read page 80

Stone StewStone Stew
by Elizabeth Massie

Anna had traveled quite long and quite 
far to return to her home by the shore.  
On the way, she became very hungry and 
needed to eat. Without food she could 
travel no more. 

She passed through a village and asked 
for some food, but the people were 
unkind to her. They just shook their 
heads no and walked away, leaving Anna 
standing there, hungry. 

Unhappy, Anna sat down to think about 
what she could do. Then she smiled and 
said to herself, “I’ll get them to help me 
make some stone stew!”

Let’s Read, Grade 280 Week 25

Let’s Read page 80
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Week 25 • Day 1
• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the story will be about. 

Features of Text
 Today’s story is fiction. It is also a folktale. A folktale is a very 

old story passed down from our ancestors that tries to explain why 
something is the way it is or how it came to be.

 Remember that every story has a plot—the set of events that happen 
in a story. Characters in stories often have problems that need to be 
fixed or solved. Every story also has a theme, or message that the 
author wants readers to understand. The theme is usually shown 
through the events and the characters’ actions, words, and feelings.

 To better understand a story, we can ask Right There Questions and 
Think and Search Questions. We can make Author and Me Inferences by 
figuring something out that we are not directly told. 

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Name the characters in this story. (Anna, people in the village) 

2. Right There Question: What is the setting? (a village) 

3. Think and Search Question: What is Anna’s problem? (Anna is hungry, 
and the people of the village will not give her any food.) 

4. What is the plot? (Anna is on her way home and stops in a village to 
ask for food. No one will give her food, so she decides to make stone 
stew. While making it, she convinces the villagers to add food. When it’s 
done, everyone enjoys the stew. Anna walks home.)

5. Author and Me Inference: What does the stone stew folktale explain? 
(the importance of sharing)

6. What is the theme of the story? (Sharing is good for everyone.) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 65 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Week 25 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. food

2. room

3. soon

4. too

5. good

6. book

7. look

8. took

9. unhappy

10. unsafe

11. quite

12. unkind

13. stew

14. gather

15. wood

16. uncertain

65Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
25

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with oo as 

/ū/ in food, and oo as  
/oo/ in good

• Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
vocabulary words picnic, 
pack, disappointed, sigh, 
unusual

• Listen to and 
comprehend “The Picnic”

• Use a Story Map to plan 
a group story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with the letters oo. We will learn 

some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then we 
will use a Story Map to plan group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to oo. 
 Yesterday we 

learned that the 
vowel team oo makes 
two different sounds. 
First, it makes the 
sound /ū/, like we 
hear in the word food. 

Point to food. 
Underline oo.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
oo. In this word, the 
letters oo make the 
sound /ū/. The word is 
/f/–/ū/–/d/, food.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to food. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do we see 
here? oo.

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? /ū/.

 Let’s read the 
word together: 
/f/–/ū/–/d/, food.

Repeat with room.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to room. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (oo)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? (/ū/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/r/–/ū/–/m/, 
room)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Point to oo.  The 
vowel team oo also 
makes a different 
sound. In some words, 
the letters oo make 
the sound /oo/, like we 
hear in the word good.

Point to good. 
Underline oo.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
oo. In this word, the 
letters oo make the 
sound /oo/. The word 
is /g/–/oo/–/d/, good.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to good. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do we see 
here? oo.

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? /oo/.

 Let’s read the 
word together: 
/g/–/oo/–/d/, good.

Repeat with look.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to look. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (oo)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? (/oo/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/l/–/oo/–/k/, 
look)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Time permitting, have students turn to “Stone Stew” on page 80 in Let’s 
Read and find words with the letters oo in the text (e.g., food, wood, 
looked, good). Write the words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

food
room 

room
too
cool

shoot

oo

good
look 

look
book
foot
cook
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Week 25 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. picnic  Picnic. A picnic is when you pack up food and 
take it somewhere to eat outside. For example, 
some people take food with them when they go to 
work in the fields. Sometimes people take a picnic 
lunch for a day at the beach. Where would you go 
to have a picnic? 

2. pack  Pack. To pack means to put things in a bag, 
box, or basket to take them somewhere. To go on 
a picnic, you pack food in a basket. What would 
you pack for a picnic?

3. disappointed  Disappointed. To be disappointed is to be 
sad because something didn’t happen the way 
you wanted it to. For example, you might feel 
disappointed if you were playing a game outside 
and it started to rain. Tell us about a time when 
you felt disappointed.

4. sigh  Sigh. To sigh means to let out a big breath 
of air because you are sad or tired, like this. 
(Demonstrate.) For example, sometimes I sigh after 
I have worked hard all week. Show me how you 
sigh. (Do the motions.)

5. unusual  Unusual. Something unusual is something 
different from what you normally see every day. 
For example, if you taste a new food that you 
have never tasted before, you might think it tastes 
unusual—that is, different from what you are used 
to. What have you seen or eaten lately that was 
unusual?

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new story called “The Picnic.” Please 

turn to page 259 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find any vocabulary words in the picture.

• predict what they think the story will be about.

The Picnic

Let’s Read, Grade 2 259Week 25

picnic  pack  disappointed  
sigh  unusual

Week 
25

Let’s Read page 259
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Week 25 • Day 2
Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. Remember that a fiction story tells us about 
characters, places, and events that are not real. Characters in stories 
often have problems that they need to solve. 

 Also remember that every fiction story has a plot and a theme. 
The plot is the set of events that happen in a story. The theme is the 
message that the author wants you to know.

 To better understand stories, we can answer Right There Questions 
and Think and Search Questions, and make Author and Me Inferences 
after reading.

DURING READING
Read the story aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 The Picnic

It is November 29. Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and Larwo are 
ready to go on a picnic. Mama packs a picnic basket and puts it 
in the car. Then they all climb in the car. Papa tries to start the car. 
The car won’t start. “How can this be?” asks Papa. Mama gets 
out. Papa gets out. Zubah gets out. Larwo gets out. Korpo gets 
out. Everyone is disappointed. Mama sighs. “What can we do?” 
Zubah says, “Let’s take a pen-pen!” So they all get on the pen-
pen, but Mama falls off, Papa falls off, and then all the rest fall off. 
Mama sighs. “Now what can we do?” Korpo says, “We can walk.” 
So, they start walking, but Mama gets too hot, Papa gets too hot, 
and then they all get too hot. Mama sighs. “What can we do?” 
Larwo shouts, “Here is a truck! Let’s get a ride in the truck.” Mama 
jumps in, Papa jumps in, and they all jump in. Finally, they get to 
the beach. Mama takes a cool drink from the picnic basket. Papa 
goes for a swim in the sea. Zubah digs a big hole in the sand. 
Korpo eats a juicy plum. Larwo finds an unusual seashell. It is the 
best picnic ever!

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters? (Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and Larwo) 

2. Think and Search Question: What are the settings in this story? (the 
characters’ house, the road to the beach, and the beach) 

3. Right There Question: At the beginning of the story, what does Papa 
try to start? (the car)

4. What is the problem in the story? Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and 
Larwo want to go for a picnic at the beach, but the car won’t start.) 
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Week 25 • Day 2
5. What is the plot? (Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and Larwo are going on 

a picnic, but the car won’t start. They get on a pen-pen, but they all fall 
off. They start to walk, but they get too hot. Then they climb into a truck 
to go to the beach. They have the best picnic ever.)

6. Author and Me Inference: What is the theme of the story? (Do not let 
hard things stop you from reaching your goal.)

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Draw a blank Story Map as shown at the right on a large piece of paper and 
tape it to the board. 

 This week we will draw and plan group stories. Look at 
the Story Map. Repeat these words after me: characters, 
problem, solution, setting. Point to the words as you 
say them.

 Copy the blank Story Map in your student copybook. 
Now you will plan a story with two other students. (Assign 
students to groups of 3.) Who will the characters be in your 
story? Call on 1–2 students to answer. Draw the characters. 
Write the names of your characters on your Story Map. 
Students could also use characters they have imagined. 
Walk around to check on students’ work. 

 Good stories have a problem and a solution. What problem and solution 
will your story have? Call on 3–4 students to answer. Draw the problem 
and solution. Write the problem and the solution on your Story Map. Walk 
around to check on students’ work. 

 Remember, the setting is where and when a story takes place. What will 
the setting be in your group story? Call on 1–2 students to answer. Draw 
the setting. Write your setting on your Story Map. Walk around to check on 
students’ work. 

 The next time we write, we will plan the plot—the events that happen. 
Save the Story Maps and chants for Shared Writing, Week 25, Day 4.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 66 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Stone Stew” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go over the 
worksheet together during Phonics class.

Directions: Read the sentences aloud. Circle the letters oo in each 
word where they appear.

oo as in “food”:

1. I ate the cool food with a spoon at noon.

2. Take the broom and sweep the room soon.

oo as in “good”:

3. He took a good look at the book.

4. The cook shook the wood on the fire with his foot.

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

book, cook, broom, look, noon, room,  
soon, spoon, stood, too, took, wood

 oo as in “food” oo as in “good”

    

    

    

    

    

    

Week 25 Day 2 Homework
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Title: 

Characters: 

Setting: 

Problem: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Solution: 
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Week 
25

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with the prefix un-
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words quite, 
unkind, stew, gather, 
wood, uncertain

• Read and comprehend 
“Stone Stew”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the prefix un-. We will also 

review our vocabulary words and read “Stone Stew” together again. 

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left. 

Point to un-.  Today 
we will learn to 
read some words 
with the prefix un-. 
A prefix is a small 
word part that we 
add to a base word. 
The prefix un- means 
“not.”

Point to unlock. 
Underline un.  Here 
I see the prefix un- 
in front of the base 
word lock. The prefix 
un- means not, so 
unlock means to “not 
lock.” If we unlock a 
door, it is not locked. 
The whole word is 
unlock.

Repeat with unpaid.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to unpaid. Point 
under un.  What 
prefix do we see 
here? un-. 

 What does the 
prefix un- mean? It 
means “not.”

 What is the base 
word? paid.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
unpaid.

 What does the 
word unpaid mean? 
It means “not paid.”

Repeat with unreal. 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to unreal. Point 
under un.  What 
prefix do you see 
here? (un-)

 What does the 
prefix un- mean?  
(It means “not.”) 

 What is the base 
word? (real)

 Read the whole 
word. (unreal )

 What does the 
word unreal mean? 
(It means “not real.”)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

unlock
unpaid
unreal 

unreal
unwise
unpack

unknown
unseen

uncertain

un-
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with 
the prefix un-. Later 
we will practice our 
spelling words with 
oo again. Watch and 
listen. 

 The word is 
unhappy. I hear 2 
parts: the prefix un- 
and the base word 
happy. 

 First I write the 
prefix un- (Write un.) 
Next I write the base 
word happy. The 
sounds in happy 
are /h/ (write h), /ă/ 
(write a), /p/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with a double letter 
(write pp), and /ē/—
and in this word it 
is spelled with a y 
(write y).

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  u–n–h–a–
p–p–y, unhappy.

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the prefix 
un- together. I will 
say the word. We will 
listen to the prefix 
and the base word. 
Then you will write 
the words in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The word is 
unhappy. What 2 
parts do we hear? 
the prefix un- and 
the base word 
happy.

 First let’s write the 
prefix un-. (Write un.) 
Now let’s write the 
base word happy. 
The sounds in happy 
are: /h/ (write h), /ă/ 
(write a), /p/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with a double letter 
(write pp), and /ē/—
and in this word it 
is spelled with a y 
(write y). Check the 
students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): u–n–h–a–p–
p–y, unhappy.

Repeat with unsafe.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your 
turn. I will say some 
spelling words 
that we have been 
studying this week 
with oo and the 
prefix un-. Listen to 
each word. Then 
write the word in 
your copybooks. 

Dictate these words: 
unhappy, unsafe.

Dictate these words 
as a review from  
Day 1: food, room, 
good, book, look, 
took. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
the words aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each. 

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown on the next page at the left. Use 
objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the words. 
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Week 25 • Day 3
 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. quite Point to quite.  Read the word: (quite). Quite means 
very or completely. If you had to walk quite far to 
come to school, you had to walk a very long way. 
Quite can explain how we are feeling. I am quite 
happy to be here with you today. How about you? 

2. unkind Point to unkind.  Read the word: (unkind). To be 
unkind is to be mean or unfriendly, not nice or caring. 
For example, it is unkind to say bad things about 
others. What else do you think is unkind? 

3. stew Point to stew.  Read the word: (stew). Stew is a type 
of food. To make stew, you cook meat, vegetables, 
and water in a pot. Turn to page 80 in Let’s Read and 
find the people making stew in the pictures. … What 
foods do you like in a stew? (e.g., meat, potatoes, 
vegetables, etc.)

4. gather Point to gather.  Read the word: (gather).To gather 
is when people come together. We gather together 
in class every day. People may gather for a holiday 
or celebration. Has your family gathered together 
recently?

5. wood Point to wood.  Read the word: (wood). Wood is 
the hard material that comes from trees. Chairs and 
tables are usually made of wood. We burn wood in a 
fire. What do you have in your house that is made of 
wood?

6. uncertain Point to uncertain.  Read the word: (uncertain). To 
be uncertain is to not know something for sure. You 
might be uncertain about the answer to a question 
in class. Sometimes I am uncertain about [name 
something]. Let’s look uncertain.

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Stone Stew” again. Please turn to page 80 in 

Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

Stone StewStone Stew
by Elizabeth Massie

Anna had traveled quite long and quite 
far to return to her home by the shore.  
On the way, she became very hungry and 
needed to eat. Without food she could 
travel no more. 

She passed through a village and asked 
for some food, but the people were 
unkind to her. They just shook their 
heads no and walked away, leaving Anna 
standing there, hungry. 

Unhappy, Anna sat down to think about 
what she could do. Then she smiled and 
said to herself, “I’ll get them to help me 
make some stone stew!”

Let’s Read, Grade 280 Week 25

Let’s Read page 80

Stone StewStone Stew
by Elizabeth Massie

Anna had traveled quite long and quite 
far to return to her home by the shore.  
On the way, she became very hungry and 
needed to eat. Without food she could 
travel no more. 

She passed through a village and asked 
for some food, but the people were 
unkind to her. They just shook their 
heads no and walked away, leaving Anna 
standing there, hungry. 

Unhappy, Anna sat down to think about 
what she could do. Then she smiled and 
said to herself, “I’ll get them to help me 
make some stone stew!”

Let’s Read, Grade 280 Week 25

Let’s Read page 80

1. quite
2. unkind
3. stew
4. gather
5. wood
6. uncertain
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Features of Text

 Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 
(about characters, places, and events made up by the author) It is also a 
folktale. What is a folktale? (a story told for many years by our ancestors 
that tries to explain why something is the way it is) What is the plot of a 
story? (events that happen) What is the theme of a story? (the message a 
writer wants readers to understand)

 Remember that characters in stories often have problems. What is a 
problem? (something that needs to be fixed or solved) 

 What can we do to better understand what we read? (answer Right 
There Questions and Think and Search Questions; make Author and Me 
Inferences)

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Name the characters in this story. (Anna, people in the village) 

2. Right There Question: What is the setting? (a village) 

3. Think and Search Question: What is Anna’s problem? (Anna is hungry, 
and the people of the village will not give her any food.) 

4. What is the plot? (Anna is on her way home and stops in a village to 
ask for food. No one will give her food, so she decides to make stone 
stew. While making it, she convinces the villagers to add food. When it’s 
done, everyone enjoys the stew. Anna walks home.)

5. Author and Me Inference: What does the stone stew folktale explain? 
(the importance of sharing)

6. What is the theme of the story? (Sharing is good for everyone.) 

Retelling
Guide students to retell the story in their own words.

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 65 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 25 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. food

2. room

3. soon

4. too

5. good

6. book

7. look

8. took

9. unhappy

10. unsafe

11. quite

12. unkind

13. stew

14. gather

15. wood

16. uncertain
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Week 
25

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with ’s and ’ll
• Read fluently “Stone 

Stew” 
• Listen to and 

comprehend “The Picnic”
• Use a Story Map to plan 

a group story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some words with ’s and ’ll. You will read “Stone 

Stew” with your partner. I will read “The Picnic” to you again. Then we will 
continue to plan our group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Remember that 
a contraction is 
a shorter way to 
say or write two 
words. (Point to 
the apostrophe.) 
Remember that this 
mark is called an 
apostrophe. We use 
’s (point) to shorten 
the word is. We use 
’ll (point) to shorten 
the word will.

Point to it is.  These 
words are it and is. 

Point to it’s. Underline 
’s.  Here I see an 
apostrophe, then 
s. The apostrophe 
shows that we have 
shortened the word 
is. We also removed 
the space between 
it and is and made 
them one word. This 
word is it’s. 

Repeat with I will/I’ll.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to I will.  Read 
these words with me: 
I, will. 

Point to I’ll. Point 
under ’ll.  What 
do we see here? An 
apostrophe and two 
letter ll’s. What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
will. Read this whole 
word with me: I’ll. 

 I’ll is a shorter way 
to say what? I will.

Repeat with what 
is/what’s and you 
will/you’ll.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to you will. 
 Read these words. 

(you, will)

Point to you’ll. Point 
under ’ll.  What do 
you see here? (an 
apostrophe and two 
letter ll’s) What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
(will ) Read the whole 
word. (you’ll ) 

 You’ll is a shorter 
way to say what? 
(you will )

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Stone Stew” on page 80 in Let’s 
Read and find words with ’s and ’ll in the text (e.g., I’ll, what’s, you’ll, it’s). 
Write the words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

Stone StewStone Stew
by Elizabeth Massie

Anna had traveled quite long and quite 
far to return to her home by the shore.  
On the way, she became very hungry and 
needed to eat. Without food she could 
travel no more. 

She passed through a village and asked 
for some food, but the people were 
unkind to her. They just shook their 
heads no and walked away, leaving Anna 
standing there, hungry. 

Unhappy, Anna sat down to think about 
what she could do. Then she smiled and 
said to herself, “I’ll get them to help me 
make some stone stew!”

Let’s Read, Grade 280 Week 25  
Let’s Read page 80

’s, ’ll

it is 
it’s

I will 
I’ll

what is 
what’s

you will 
you’ll

you will 
you’ll

we will 
we’ll

they will 
they’ll

she is 
she’s
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READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the story “Stone Stew” with your partner. Please turn 

to page 80 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the story 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to 
take turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class.

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the story “The Picnic” again. Please turn 

to page 259 in Let’s Read. 

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., picnic, pack, disappointed, sigh, unusual).

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find their vocabulary words in the picture.

Features of Text
 Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 

(about characters, places, and events that are made up by the author) 
What is the plot of a story? (the set of events that happen in a story) 
What is the theme of a story? (the message a writer wants readers to 
understand)

 Remember that characters in stories often have problems. What is a 
problem? (something that needs to be fixed or solved) 

 What can we do to better understand what we read? (Answer Right 
There Questions and Think and Search Questions, and make Author and 
Me Inferences)

 We have been reading “Stone Stew.” That is a fiction story about a 
girl who is hungry. Let’s listen to today’s story again.

Stone StewStone Stew
by Elizabeth Massie

Anna had traveled quite long and quite 
far to return to her home by the shore.  
On the way, she became very hungry and 
needed to eat. Without food she could 
travel no more. 

She passed through a village and asked 
for some food, but the people were 
unkind to her. They just shook their 
heads no and walked away, leaving Anna 
standing there, hungry. 

Unhappy, Anna sat down to think about 
what she could do. Then she smiled and 
said to herself, “I’ll get them to help me 
make some stone stew!”

Let’s Read, Grade 280 Week 25

Let’s Read page 80

The Picnic

Let’s Read, Grade 2 259Week 25

picnic  pack  disappointed  
sigh  unusual

Week 
25

Let’s Read page 259
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DURING READING

Read the story twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning. 

 The Picnic

It is November 29. Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and Larwo are 
ready to go on a picnic. Mama packs a picnic basket and puts it 
in the car. Then they all climb in the car. Papa tries to start the car. 
The car won’t start. “How can this be?” asks Papa. Mama gets 
out. Papa gets out. Zubah gets out. Larwo gets out. Korpo gets 
out. Everyone is disappointed. Mama sighs. “What can we do?” 
Zubah says, “Let’s take a pen-pen!” So, they all get on the pen-
pen, but Mama falls off, Papa falls off, and then all the rest fall off. 
Mama sighs. “Now what can we do?” Korpo says, “We can walk.” 
So, they start walking, but Mama gets too hot, Papa gets too hot, 
and then they all get too hot. Mama sighs. “What can we do?” 
Larwo shouts, “Here is a truck! Let’s get a ride in the truck.” Mama 
jumps in, Papa jumps in, and they all jump in. Finally, they get to 
the beach. Mama takes a cool drink from the picnic basket. Papa 
goes for a swim in the sea. Zubah digs a big hole in the sand. 
Korpo eats a juicy plum. Larwo finds an unusual seashell. It is the 
best picnic ever!

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in this story? (Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and 
Larwo) 

2. Think and Search Question: What are the settings in this story? (the 
characters’ house, the road to the beach, and the beach) 

3. Right There Question: At the beginning of the story, what does Papa 
try to start? (the car)

4. What is the problem in the story? (Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and 
Larwo want to go for a picnic at the beach, but the car won’t start.) 

5. What is the plot? (Mama, Papa, Zubah, Korpo, and Larwo are going on 
a picnic, but the car won’t start. They get on a pen-pen, but they all fall 
off. They start to walk, but they get too hot. Then they climb into a truck 
to go to the beach. They have the best picnic ever.)

6. Author and Me Inference: What is the theme of the story? (Do not let 
hard things stop you from reaching your goal.)

Retelling
Guide students to retell the story in their own words.
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the blank Story Map as shown here on the wall or board.

Title: 

Characters: 

Setting: 

Problem: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Solution: 

 Today we will use a Story Map to continue writing a story together. Have 
students get into their assigned groups.

 Now you will continue to plan your group stories. What will the events 
be in your story? Call on 1–2 students to answer. Draw the events. Write the 
words you need for your events on your Story Map. Use the chants and 
Story Maps from our stories to help you. 

Students could also use events they have imagined: brother and sister 
were fighting over who would sweep the living room, they both grabbed the 
broom, they knocked over a chair and broke it. Walk around the class to 
check on students’ work. 

Have 1–2 students read their stories from their Story Maps. Students will 
continue to work on their stories on Week 26, Day 2.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 67 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Stone Stew” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to study their 
spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow.

Week 25 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Circle un in each word where it appears. Read the story. 
Then circle the best word to complete each sentence at the end. 

It is unwise to leave the kitchen door unlocked 
at night. An unknown animal might creep into 
the kitchen unseen. Everyone will be unhappy if 
something eats our leftovers!

1. It is ( wise / unwise ) to lock the kitchen door at night.

2. You will be ( happy / unhappy ) if an animal eats all  
your food.

Directions: Read the contraction. Write the words that make up the 
contraction.

Contraction Words

1. it’s            

2. you’ll            

3. what’s            

4. you’re            

5. we’ll            

6. here’s            

7. I’ll            

8. she’s            

it is

you will

67Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
25

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories.

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. book, 2. food, 3. gather, 4. good, 5. look, 6. quite, 7. room, 8. soon, 
9. stew, 10. too, 11. took, 12. uncertain, 13. unhappy, 14. unkind, 15. unsafe

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Stone Stew” on page 80 in Let’s 
Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other and help 
each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the story 3 times 
each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text in 
Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to read “Rogue in the House” on page 207 in 
Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support) 
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with 
you. Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at 
the right. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2122



Week 25 • Day 5

Point to oo.  We have 
been learning about 
the different sounds 
that the letters oo can 
make. In some words, 
oo make the sound 
/ū/, as in food. In other 
words, oo make the 
sound /oo/, as in good.

Point to room. 
Underline oo.  Here 
I see the vowels oo 
together. In this word, 
the letters oo make 
the /ū/ sound. The 
word is /r/–/ū/–/m/, 
room.

Point to look. 
Underline oo.  In 
this word, the letters 
oo make the sound 
/oo/. The word is 
/l/–/oo/–/k/, look.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to look. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do we see 
here? oo.

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
oo make? /oo/.

 Let’s read the 
word together: 
/l/–/oo/–/k/, look.

Repeat with:

• /b/–/oo/–/k/, book
• /t/–/ū/, too

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to too. Point 
under oo.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (oo)

 In this word, what 
do the letters oo 
say? (/ū/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/t/–/ū/, too)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. If 
necessary, remind 
students that the 
letters oo make 
the sound /ū/ in the 
words cool and soon 
and the sound /oo/ in 
the words took and 
foot.

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown at the right. Draw the 
chart on the board, and have students copy it in their copybooks.

 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. If the letters 
oo make the sound 
/ū/ in that word, as in 
food, we will write it 
here (point to the oo 
as in food box). If they 
make the sound /oo/, 
as in good, we will 
write it here (point to 
the oo as in good box). 

 In the word book 
(point), the letters oo 
make the sound /oo/, 
as in good, so we will 
write it here. 

Write book in the oo 
as in good box, and 
cross it off the list.

 Let’s do the next 
one together. Where 
do we write the word 
soon? In the word 
soon, the letters oo 
make the sound /ū/, 
as in food, so we will 
write it here. 

Write soon in the oo 
as in food box, and 
cross it off the list. 
Check the students’ 
work.

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have students work in pairs to review their sight word cards.

oo

book
soon

broom
cook
look

room
noon

room
look
book
too 

too
cool
soon

took
foot

oo as in 
food

oo as in 
good
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2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T31 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students. 

Group A (Meets Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to read “Rogue in the House” on page 207 in 
Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly 
and fluently. 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Stone Stew” on page 80 in Let’s Read. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support) 
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Stone Stew” on page 80 in Let’s 
Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other 3 times 
and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, they 
should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.
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Week 26 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 
pages 126–129

Tuesday (Day 2) 
pages 130–133

Wednesday (Day 3) 
pages 134–137

Thursday (Day 4) 
pages 138–141

Friday (Day 5) 
pages 142–144

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with ow 
as /ō/ and /ou/.

Read words with ow 
as /ō/ and /ou/.

Read words with ew 
as /ū/.

Read words with -ing 
with and without 
silent e.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling
grow, now, how, 
throw, down

few, new, grew, threw

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

vegetables, 
ingredients, spices, 
prepare, taste, stir

vegetables, 
ingredients, spices, 
prepare, taste, stir

Reading 
Comprehension

“Let’s Make Palava 
Stew”

“Let’s Make Palava 
Stew”

Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Let’s Make 
Palava Stew”

Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
harvest, shell, 
remove, mortar, 
pound

Read-Aloud “Ground Nuts” “Ground Nuts”

Shared Writing
Use a Flow Map and 
signal words.

Use a Flow Map and 
signal words.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 69 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Let’s Make Palava 
Stew”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 70 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Let’s Make Palava 
Stew”

• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Let’s Make 
Palava Stew.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Let’s Make Palava Stew.”
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read any supplementary reader.
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read any supplementary reader.
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Let’s Make Palava Stew.”
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Let’s Make Palava Stew.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read. 

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants 
• Read words with varied word patterns • Construct sentences correctly 
• Write a story summary • Write sentences using spelling and sight 
words • Read diverse types of writings • Recognize the elements of 
diverse types of writings • Name and identify some types of adjectives 
• Form new words using some prefixes and suffixes • Write descriptive 
sentences • Demonstrate knowledge of new words • Read and analyze 
journals, articles, and other informational texts • Use vocabulary words 
in sentences • Organize ideas for writing • Read words with variant word 
patterns • Identify the sequence of a text • Spell high-frequency and 
subject-related words • Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and 
related subject words in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to 
add details to writings • Write independently • Read words with endings 
• Read and retell a how-to text • Read diverse texts fluently • Listen to 
and discuss texts • Read information in tables and pictures.
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Week 
26

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ow as /ō/ and /ou/
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words vegetables, 
ingredients, spices, 
prepare, taste, stir

• Read and comprehend 
“Let’s Make Palava 
Stew”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
  Today we will read and spell words with the letters ow. We will also 
learn some new vocabulary words and read a new text together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to ow.  Today 
we will learn the 
sounds that the 
letters ow make. 
We learned that 
the letters ow can 
make the sound /ō/. 
In some words, the 
letters ow also make 
the sound /ou/.

Point to low. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters ow. 
In this word, ow 
make the sound /ō/. 
This word is /l/–/ō/, 
low.

Point to how. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters ow. 
In this word, ow 
together make the 
sound /ou/. The word 
is /h/–/ou/, how.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to how. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ow.

 In this word, what 
sound do ow make 
together? /ou/.  

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/h/–/ou/, how.

Repeat with brown 
(/ou/), know (/ō/), and 
down (/ou/). Tell the 
students which sound 
the letters ow make 
in each word.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to down. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (ow)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
ow make together? 
(/ou/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/d/–/ou/–/n/)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. For 
town and now, tell 
the students that the 
letters ow make the 
sound /ou/. For show, 
throw, and blow, tell 
them that the letters 
ow make the sound 
/ō/.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

low
how

brown
know
down

down
town
now

show
throw
blow

ow
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Week 26 • Day 1

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
letters ow. Watch 
and listen. 

 The word is grow. 
I hear 3 sounds: 
/g/–/r/–/ō/.

 The first sound 
is /g/. (Write g.) The 
second sound is /r/. 
(Write r.) The third 
sound is /ō/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with ow. (Write ow.)

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  g–r–o–w, 
grow. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words together with 
the letters ow. I will 
say the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word 
is grow. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/g/–/r/–/ō/. 

 Let’s write it: /g/ 
(write g), /r/ (write r), 
/ō/—and in this word 
it is spelled with ow 
(write ow). Check the 
students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): g–r–o–w, 
grow.

Repeat with now and 
how.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the letters ow. Listen 
to each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: how, 
throw, and down.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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Week 26 • Day 1

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. vegetables Point to vegetables.  This word is vegetables. Let’s 
read and spell it together: vegetables, v–e–g–e–t–
a–b–l–e–s, vegetables. Vegetables are plants that 
we eat as food. For example, onions, carrots, and 
peppers are vegetables. What vegetables do you 
like to eat? (e.g., potatoes, cabbage, etc.)

2. ingredients Point to ingredients.  This word is ingredients. 
Together: ingredients, i–n–g–r–e–d–i–e–n–t–s, 
ingredients. Ingredients are all the things that you 
would put in something you are making to eat, like 
stew. Turn to page 84 in Let’s Read and find all the 
ingredients in the photos. … What are the ingredients 
in your favorite meal?

3. spices Point to spices.  This word is spices. Together: 
spices, s–p–i–c–e–s, spices. Spices are plants that 
are made into very small pieces and used to add 
a special taste to food. For example, pepper is a 
spice. Let’s pretend we are adding spices to food. 
(Do the motions.)

4. prepare Point to prepare.  This word is prepare. Together: 
prepare, p–r–e–p–a–r–e, prepare. To prepare 
means to get something ready. For example, when 
we cook stew, we first have to prepare all the 
ingredients—by washing them, cutting them, and so 
on. Let’s pretend to prepare our ingredients. (Do the 
motions of washing and cutting, etc.)

5. taste Point to taste.  This word is taste. Together: taste, 
t–a–s–t–e, taste. When you taste food, you put it in 
your mouth to see if it’s good or not. For example, 
when we cook stew, we taste it to see if it needs 
more salt or spices. Let’s pretend we are tasting 
stew. (Do the motions.)

6. stir Point to stir.  This word is stir. Together: stir, 
s–t–i–r, stir. To stir is to take a spoon and mix the 
ingredients in something you are cooking. Find the 
photo of someone stirring. … Let’s pretend to stir 
some stew. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new text called “Let’s Make Palava Stew.” Please 

turn to page 84 in Let’s Read.

1. vegetables
2. ingredients
3. spices
4. prepare
5. taste
6. stir

Introduction
If you invite someone to eat at your 
home, you might want to serve palava 
stew. This delicious stew is made 
from vegetables and meat. Let’s 
read about what you need to make 
this dish, where you can get your 
ingredients, 
and how 
you put the 
ingredients 
together.

Let’s Make 
Palava Stew
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by Karen E. Martin

Let’s Read, Grade 284 Week 26

Let’s Read page 84
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Week 26 • Day 1
BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each photo, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the photos and text. 

• predict what they think the text will be about. 

Features of Text
 Longer texts are often divided into smaller parts. Sometimes each 

part has its own heading. A heading is like the title for a smaller part of 
the text. (Point to the headings in the text.) We look at headings to get an 
idea about the main ideas in each part. Listen as I read the headings in 
this text. (Have students point to the headings as you read them.)

 Today’s text is a special kind of nonfiction that teaches us how to do 
something. We already know from the title and headings that this text 
teaches us how to do what? (make palava stew)

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is the topic of this text? (how to make palava stew) 

2. What ingredients often go into palava stew? (vegetables, meat, 
spices, dried fish, oil, greens, and water) 

3. The author tells us the steps to making palava stew. What is the first 
step? (getting the ingredients)

4. What is the next step? (preparing the ingredients) 

5. In what order does the author tell us to cook each ingredient? (Put 
the meat on low heat first. Next, brown the onions in the pan. Then add 
the tomatoes and hot peppers. Then add the fish, greens, and cooked 
vegetables. Finally, add the spices)

6. What is the last step that the author gives? (serving palava stew)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 68 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Introduction
If you invite someone to eat at your 
home, you might want to serve palava 
stew. This delicious stew is made 
from vegetables and meat. Let’s 
read about what you need to make 
this dish, where you can get your 
ingredients, 
and how 
you put the 
ingredients 
together.

Let’s Make 
Palava Stew
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Let’s Read page 84

Week 26 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. grow

2. throw

3. how

4. now

5. down

6. few

7. new

8. grew

9. threw

10. vegetables

11. ingredients

12. spices

13. prepare

14. taste

15. stir

68 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
26

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with ow as 

/ō/ and /ou/
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words 
harvest, shell, remove, 
mortar, pound

• Read and comprehend 
“Ground Nuts”

• Use a Flow Map to 
organize a group story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some words with ow. We will learn some new 

vocabulary words, and I will read a new text to you. Then we will use a 
Flow Map to organize our group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.

Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to ow.  We 
have learned that ow 
can make the sounds 
/ō/ and /ou/. 

Point to low. 
Underline ow.  

 Here I see the 
letters ow. In this 
word, ow make the 
sound /ō/. This word 
is /l/–/ō/, low.

Point to how. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters ow. 
In this word, the ow 
together make the 
sound /ou/. The word 
is /h/–/ou/, how.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to how. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ow. 

 What sound do 
the letters ow make 
in this word? /ou/. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/h/–/ou/, how.

Repeat with follow 
and cow. Tell the 
students which sound 
the letters ow make 
in each word.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to cow. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (ow)

 In this word, what 
sound does ow 
make? (/ou/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/k/–/ou/, cow) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. Tell 
the students which 
sound the letters ow 
make in each word.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each

ow

low
how

follow
cow

cow
gown

owl
brown

flow
slow

grown
show
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Week 26 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. harvest  Harvest. When you harvest crops or plants, you pick 
them or gather them. For example, when you harvest 
vegetables, you pick them out of the ground because 
they are ready to be eaten. Turn to page 260 in Let’s 
Read and see what the woman is harvesting in the 
picture. … Let’s pretend we are harvesting vegetables. 
(Do the motions.)

2. shell  Shell. A shell is the hard outside covering of 
something. Nuts have a hard outside shell that has to 
be removed to eat them. Clams from the sea have shells 
that we take off before we eat the clams, too. What else 
can you think of that has a shell? (e.g., turtles, snails, etc.)

3. remove  Remove. To remove means to take something away. 
For example, we need to remove shells from nuts and 
clams before we can eat them. Let’s pretend we are 
removing shells from nuts. (Do the motions.)

4. mortar  Mortar. A mortar is a bowl usually made of something 
hard like wood or stone. We put ingredients in the 
mortar and pound them into smaller pieces or flour. 
Let’s pretend we are using a mortar to pound nuts.  
(Do the motions.)

5. pound  Pound. To pound means to hit something over and 
over again. We just pretended to use a mortar to pound 
nuts. What other things do we pound? (Help individuals 
to respond in well-formed sentences using pound.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new text called “Ground Nuts.” Please 

turn to page 260 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . . 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the text will be about.

Ground Nuts

Let’s Read, Grade 2260 Week 26

harvest  shell  remove  
mortar  pound

Week 
26

Let’s Read page 260

Ground Nuts

Let’s Read, Grade 2260 Week 26

harvest  shell  remove  
mortar  pound

Week 
26

Let’s Read page 260
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Week 26 • Day 2
Features of Text

 Today’s text is nonfiction. Remember that nonfiction text tells us true 
information about something. Yesterday we read “Let’s Make Palava 
Stew.” That was a nonfiction text about the steps to making palava 
stew. Today’s text is about the steps to making ground nut butter. Listen 
for the steps.

DURING READING
Read the text aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Ground Nuts 
by Finda Williams

Ground nuts grow underground. When they are ready to harvest, 
they are dug up, washed, and placed in the sun to dry. Then the 
shells are taken off. The ground nuts are put in a pot over a fire 
to be dried. When ready, the nuts are removed from the fire and 
put on a tray to cool. Next, they are put in a grinding machine or 
a mortar to be pounded. This makes a butter that is put in jars or 
plastic bags. Now the butter is ready to take to markets, shops, 
and supermarkets to be sold. It seems like almost everyone likes 
ground nuts. People put the butter on bread, or they may lick the 
butter itself. People cook soup with it, make candy and cookies, 
or make ground nut bread. How do you like to eat ground nuts?

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is the topic of this text? (making ground nut butter)

2. What are the steps to making ground nut butter? (Dig the nuts out of 
the ground. Remove the shells. Dry the nuts in a pot over the fire. Pound 
the nuts with a grinding machine or mortar to make butter.)

3. What do people use ground nut butter for? (They put it on bread; cook 
it in soup; or make candy, cookies, or bread.)

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Have students turn to the Story Maps that they have been working on with 
their groups. Draw the Flow Map as shown on the next page on a large piece 
of paper and tape it to the board.

Teacher Tip:  
To give students more 
language examples, 
you can use any of the 
chants or Story Maps from 
previous weeks. Write 
them on pieces of paper, 
and tape them to the 
board or on the walls.
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Week 26 • Day 2
First Next And then

After that And after that Last

Have students get into their assigned groups of 3.  This week we will 
organize our group stories by using the Story Maps we started last week. 
Open your copybook. Work with your group. Show your Story Map to your 
partner or group. Point to the pictures you drew on your Story Map. 

Write the following sentence frames on the board: What do you like about 
my story? I like _______ about your story.  Ask your partner(s): What do 
you like about my story? Run your finger under the sentences as you and the 
students say the words. Repeat after me: What do you like about my story? 
I like _______ about your story. Partners may either point to a picture and/or 
say what they like. 

 Draw the Flow Map in your copybooks. Help each other. Write all the 
signal words like first, next, and and then above or below each box. Now 
look at the events on your Story Map. Write the events in order on the Flow 
Map. What happens first? Point to the first box. What happens next? Point 
to the next box. Use ideas from your Story Map to draw a picture and write 
words and phrases in each box.

Point to the and then box.  Use the signal phrase And then to begin the 
next part of your story. Help each other. Use your ideas from your Story 
Maps to draw a picture and write words and phrases in the box about 
“and then what happens” in your story. We will fill in the last 3 boxes the 
next time we write.

While the groups work, organize a story of your own on the Story Map taped 
on the board. Remember, the best model stories are stories from your life—
events that really happened. Do not use adjectives in your story at this time. 
You will work with students to add adjectives in Week 28.

Write and draw your story events on the Flow Map. As you organize your 
story, stop after writing a portion of it. Walk around the class to check on 
students’ work. Repeat writing, stopping, and checking.

Now read your Flow Map plan to the students. Then have 1–2 students read 
their Flow Map plans. 

 We will continue organizing our stories on Day 4.

Save the blank Flow Map and your teacher Flow Map plan for Shared 
Writing, Week 26, Day 4.

 HOMEWORK

Have students complete page 69 in the Student Activity Book and read “Let’s 
Make Palava Stew” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go over 
the worksheet together during Phonics class. 

Week 26 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Read the sentences aloud. Circle the letters ow in each 
word where they appear.

ow as in “low”:

1. Throw the ball low and slow.

2. Show me what you know.

ow as in “how”:

3. The brown cow is eating grass down by the town.

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read 
the words.

blow, brown, cow, down, grow, know,  
now, show, slow, throw, town

 ow as in “low” ow as in “how”

    

    

    

    

    

    

69Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
26

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ew as /ū/
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words vegetables, 
ingredients, spices, 
prepare, taste, stir

• Read and comprehend 
“Let’s Make Palava 
Stew” 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with ew. We will also review our 

vocabulary words and read “Let’s Make Palava Stew” together again. 

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to ew. 
 Remember that 

we learned that the 
letters ew together 
make the sound /ū/.

Point to stew. 
Underline ew.  Here 
I see the letters ew. 
The letters ew make 
the sound /ū/. The 
word is /s/–/t/–/ū/, 
stew.

Repeat with threw.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to threw. Point 
under ew.  What 
letters do we see 
here? ew.

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
ew make? /ū/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/th/–/r/– /ū/, threw. 

Repeat with blew.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to blew. Point 
under ew.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (ew)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
ew make? (/ū/) 

 Read the whole 
word. (/b/–/l/–/ū/, 
blew) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 
For knew, remind 
students that the 
letter k is silent.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Let’s Make Palava Stew” on 
page 84 in Let’s Read and find words with ew in the text (e.g., stew, few, 
knew). Write the words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.
stew

threw
blew

blew
drew
chew
flew
knew

ew

Introduction
If you invite someone to eat at your 
home, you might want to serve palava 
stew. This delicious stew is made 
from vegetables and meat. Let’s 
read about what you need to make 
this dish, where you can get your 
ingredients, 
and how 
you put the 
ingredients 
together.

Let’s Make 
Palava Stew
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
letters ew. Watch 
and listen. 

 The word is few. 
I hear 3 sounds: 
/f/–/y/–/ū/. 

 The first sound 
is /f/. (Write f.) The 
next sound is /y/, 
but remember we 
learned that this 
word is special. We 
don’t write any letter 
for the sound /y/. 
We just go on to the 
last sound. The last 
sound is /ū/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with ew. (Write ew.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  f–e–w, 
few. 

Repeat with new. 

Erase the words.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the 
letters ew. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The word is new. 
What sounds do we 
hear? /n/–/ū/. 

 Let’s write it: /n/ 
(write n), /ū/ (write 
ew). Check the 
students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): n–e–w, new. 

Repeat with grew. 

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the letters ew. Listen 
to each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: few, 
new, grew, and threw.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. vegetables Point to vegetables.  Read the word: (vegetables). 
Vegetables are plants that we eat as food. 
For example, onions, carrots, and peppers are 
vegetables. What vegetables do you like to eat? 
(e.g., potatoes, cabbage, etc.)

2. ingredients Point to ingredients.  Read the word: (ingredients). 
Ingredients are all the things that you would put in 
something you are making to eat, like stew. Turn to 
page 84 in Let’s Read and find all the ingredients 
in the photos. … What are the ingredients in your 
favorite meal?

3. spices Point to spices.  Read the word: (spices). Spices 
are plants that are made into very small pieces and 
used to add a special taste to food. For example, 
pepper is a spice. Let’s pretend we are adding 
spices to food. (Do the motions.)

4. prepare Point to prepare.  Read the word: (prepare). 
To prepare means to get something ready. For 
example, when we cook stew, we first have to 
prepare all the ingredients—by washing them, 
cutting them, and so on. Let’s pretend to prepare 
our ingredients. (Do the motions of washing and 
cutting, etc.)

5. taste Point to taste.  Read the word: (taste). When you 
taste food, you put it in your mouth to see if it’s good 
or not. For example, when we cook stew, we taste it 
to see if it needs more salt or spices. Let’s pretend 
we are tasting stew. (Do the motions.)

6. stir Point to stir.  Read the word: (stir). To stir is to take 
a spoon and mix the ingredients in something you 
are cooking. Find the photo of someone stirring. … 
Let’s pretend to stir some stew. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Let’s Make Palava Stew” again. Please turn to 

page 84 in Let’s Read.

1. vegetables
2. ingredients
3. spices
4. prepare
5. taste
6. stir

Introduction
If you invite someone to eat at your 
home, you might want to serve palava 
stew. This delicious stew is made 
from vegetables and meat. Let’s 
read about what you need to make 
this dish, where you can get your 
ingredients, 
and how 
you put the 
ingredients 
together.

Let’s Make 
Palava Stew
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Let’s Read page 84

Introduction
If you invite someone to eat at your 
home, you might want to serve palava 
stew. This delicious stew is made 
from vegetables and meat. Let’s 
read about what you need to make 
this dish, where you can get your 
ingredients, 
and how 
you put the 
ingredients 
together.

Let’s Make 
Palava Stew
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Week 26 • Day 3
BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each photo, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the photos and text. 

Features of Text
 Today’s text is a special kind of nonfiction that teaches us how to 

do something. What does it teach us how to do? (make palava stew) 
Remember that longer texts are often divided into smaller parts with 
headings. A heading is like a title for the smaller part. Show me the 
headings in this text. (Have the students point out the headings.)

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is the topic of this text? (how to make palava stew) 

2. What ingredients often go into palava stew? (vegetables, meat, 
spices, dried fish, oil, greens, and water) 

3. The author tells us the steps to making palava stew. What is the first 
step? (getting the ingredients)

4. What is the next step? (preparing the ingredients) 

5. In what order does the author tell us to cook each ingredient? (Put 
the meat on low heat first. Next, brown the onions in the pan. Then add 
the tomatoes and hot peppers. Then add the fish, greens, and cooked 
vegetables. Finally, add the spices.)

6. What is the last step that the author gives? (serving palava stew)

7. Do you like palava stew? Why or why not? (Answers will vary.)

Retelling
Guide students to retell the steps in their own words.

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 68 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences. 

Week 26 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. grow

2. throw

3. how

4. now

5. down

6. few

7. new

8. grew

9. threw

10. vegetables

11. ingredients

12. spices

13. prepare

14. taste

15. stir

68 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 68
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Week 
26

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with -ing 

with and without silent e
• Read fluently “Let’s Make 

Palava Stew” 
• Listen to and 

comprehend “Ground 
Nuts” 

• Use a Flow Map to 
organize group stories

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read words with -ing with and without the silent e. You will 

read “Let’s Make Palava Stew” with your partner. I will read “Ground Nuts” 
to you again. Then we will use a Flow Map to plan our group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to -ing.  
 Remember that 

we learned about 
adding -ing to some 
words to show 
that an action is 
happening. We also 
learned that when 
the base word ends 
in a silent e, we take 
away the e before 
adding -ing.

Point to plant.  
 Here the base 

word is plant. It does 
not have a silent e, 
so we just add -ing. 
(Point to planting. 
Underline ing.) The 
new word is planting.

Point to make. 
Underline e.  Here 
the base word is 
make. It ends with 
a silent e. Before I 
add -ing, I first take 
away the e. (Point to 
making. Underline 
ing.) The new word is 
making. 

Repeat with 
serve/serving. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to serve.  
 What is the base 

word? serve. (Point 
under e.) What letter 
do we see here? 
Silent e. 

 How do we 
change serve to 
serving? Take away 
the e and add -ing. 

Point to serving. 
 Let’s read the 

new word together: 
serving. 

Repeat with picking 
and removing. 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to remove.  
 What is the base 

word? remove. (Point 
under e at the end.) 

 What letter do you 
see here? (silent e) 

 How do you 
change remove to 
removing? (take 
away the e and add 
-ing)

 Read the new 
word. (removing)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 
For the base words 
without silent e, 
remind students to 
just add -ing directly.

Time permitting, have students turn to “Let’s Make Palava Stew” on 
page 84 in Let’s Read and find words with the -ing endings in the text 
(e.g., cooking, growing, making, preparing). Write the words on the board 
as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

-ing

plant 
planting 

make 
making 

serve 
serving 

pick 
picking

remove 
removing 

remove 
removing

grow 
growing 

brown 
browning 

cook 
cooking 

prepare 
preparing
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READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the text “Let’s Make Palava Stew” with your partner. 

Please turn to page 84 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the text 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to take 
turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class. 

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the text “Ground Nuts” again. Please turn 

to page 260 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., harvest, shell, remove, mortar, pound).

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

Features of Text
 Remember that today’s text is a special kind of nonfiction that tells us 

how to do something. What does it tell us how to do? (make ground nuts) 
Listen again to remember the steps. 

DURING READING
Read the text aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Ground Nuts 
by Finda Williams

Ground nuts grow underground. When they are ready to harvest, 
they are dug up, washed, and placed in the sun to dry. Then the 
shells are taken off. The ground nuts are put in a pot over a fire 
to be dried. When ready, the nuts are removed from the fire and 
put on a tray to cool. Next, they are put in a grinding machine or 
a mortar to be pounded. This makes a butter that is put in jars or 
plastic bags. Now the butter is ready to take to markets, shops, 
and supermarkets to be sold. It seems like almost everyone likes 
ground nuts. People put the butter on bread, or they may lick the 
butter itself. People cook soup with it, make candy and cookies, 
or make ground nut bread. How do you like to eat ground nuts?

Introduction
If you invite someone to eat at your 
home, you might want to serve palava 
stew. This delicious stew is made 
from vegetables and meat. Let’s 
read about what you need to make 
this dish, where you can get your 
ingredients, 
and how 
you put the 
ingredients 
together.

Let’s Make 
Palava Stew
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Let’s Read page 84

Ground Nuts

Let’s Read, Grade 2260 Week 26

harvest  shell  remove  
mortar  pound

Week 
26

Let’s Read page 260
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Week 26 • Day 4
AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is the topic of this text? (making ground nut butter)

2. What are the steps to making ground nut butter? (Dig the nuts out of 
the ground. Remove the shells. Dry the nuts in a pot over the fire. Pound 
the nuts with a grinding machine or mortar to make butter.)

3. What do people use ground nut butter for? (They put it on bread; cook 
it in soup; or make candy, cookies, or bread.)

4. Do you like ground nut butter? How do you like to eat it? (Answers will 
vary.)

Retelling
Guide students to retell the steps in their own words.

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the blank Flow Map shown here on the board.

First Next And then

After that And after that Last

Have students get into their assigned groups of 3.  Open your copybooks. 
Read your Flow Maps for first, next, and and then to your partners. Write 
these sentence frames on the board: What do you like about my story? I like 
_______ about your story. Run your finger under the words as your say them. 
Ask your partners: What do you like about my story? Repeat after me: What 
do you like about my story? I like _______ about your story. Explain that 
partners may either point to a picture and/or say what they like. 

 Look at the events on your Story Maps in your copybook that you began 
last week. Continue to write the events in order on the Flow Map. Help 
each other. Point to the next 3 boxes: (1) After that, (2) and after that, and 
(3) last. Use your Story Maps to help you plan. Draw a picture and write 
words and phrases in the boxes.

Teacher Tip:  
Remember, to give 
students more language 
examples, you can use 
any of the earlier chants or 
Story Maps. Write them on 
pieces of paper and tape 
them to the board or on 
the walls. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2140



Week 26 • Day 4
While the students work, organize your teacher story on the model Flow Map 
taped on the board. Use ideas from the Story Map to model how to organize 
a story as you organize your story. Remember, the best model stories are 
stories from your life—events that really happened. 

Write and draw your story events on the Flow Map. As you organize your 
story, stop after writing a portion of it, and then walk around the class to 
check on students’ work. Repeat writing, stopping, and checking.

Now read your Flow Map plan to the students. Then have 1–2 students read 
their Flow Map plan from their Flow Maps.

 We will begin writing our stories next week using our Story Maps and 
Flow Maps.

Save the blank Flow Map and your teacher Flow Map plan for Shared Writing, 
Week 27, Day 2.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 70 in the Student Activity Book and read “Let’s 
Make Palava Stew” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to 
study their spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow. 

Week 26 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Match the words on the left to their past forms on the 
right. Read the words.

1. know grew

2. throw flew

3. grow threw

4. blow drew

5. draw knew

6. fly blew

Directions: Choose the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the word on the line. Read the sentence aloud.

1. We are          corn this year. 
 (growing, grew)

2. The children are          the dirty dishes from 
the mat. (serving, removing)

3. My aunt          to Europe last week. 
 (flying, flew)

4. They          well for their exams and passed! 
 (preparing, prepared)

5.          palava stew is easy! 
 (Making, Made)

70 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
26

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories. 

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. down, 2. few, 3. grow, 4. grew, 5. how, 6. ingredients, 7. new, 8. now, 
9. prepare, 10. spices, 11. stir, 12. taste, 13. throw, 14. threw, 15. vegetables 

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Let’s Make Palava Stew” on page 84 
in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each other and 
help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the text 
3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text 
in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read any of the supplementary readers, taking 
turns to read the story aloud to each other and helping each other read 
correctly and fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at the 
right. 
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flow
owl

brown
grown

grown
cow

gown
slow
how

follow

Point to ow.  We 
have been learning 
the sounds that the 
letters ow make. We 
learned that ow can 
make the sound /ō/ 
and /ou/. 

Point to flow. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters ow. 
In this word, the 
letters ow make the 
sound /ō/. This word 
is /f/–/l/–/ō/, flow.

Point to owl. 
Underline ow.  Here 
I see the letters ow. 
In this word, the 
letters ow make the 
sound /ou/. The word 
is /ou/–/l/, owl.

Repeat with brown.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to brown. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
letters ow. 

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
ow make? They 
make the sound /ou/.  

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/b/–/r/–/ou/–/n/, 
brown.

Repeat with grown.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to grown. Point 
under ow.  What 
letters do we see 
here? (ow)

 In this word, what 
sound do the letters 
ow make? (/ō/) 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
(/g/–/r/–/ō/–/n/, 
grown) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. Tell 
the students which 
sound the letters ow 
make in each word.

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown at the right. Draw the 
chart on the board, and have students copy it in their copybooks.

 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. If the letters 
ow make the sound 
/ou/ as in cow, we 
will write it here 
(point to the ow as 
in cow box). If the 
letters ow make the 
sound /ō/ as in low, 
we will write it here 
(point to the ow as in 
low box).

 In the word town 
(point) the letters ow 
make the sound /ou/, 
so I will write it here. 

Write town in the ow 
as in cow box, and 
cross it off the list.

 Let’s do the next 
one together. Where 
do we write the word 
blow? The letters ow 
make the sound /ō/ 
as in low, so we will 
write it here.

Write blow in the ow 
as in low box, and 
cross it off the list. 
Check the students’ 
work.

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have students work in pairs to review their sight word cards.

ow

ow as in 
cow

ow as in 
low

town
blow

down
show
flow
how

brown
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2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T31 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students. 

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read any of the supplementary readers, taking 
turns to read the story aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other 
read correctly and fluently. 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Let’s Make Palava Stew” on page 84 in Let’s Read. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Let’s Make Palava Stew” on page 84 
in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the text aloud to each other 
3 times and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, 
they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone at 
home. 
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Week 27 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 
pages 146–149

Tuesday (Day 2) 
pages 150–153

Wednesday (Day 3) 
pages 154–157

Thursday (Day 4) 
pages 158–161

Friday (Day 5) 
pages 162–164

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with the 
prefix re-.

Read compound 
words with two 
syllables.

Read words with past 
tense -ed endings 
pronounced /d/ or /t/.

Read words with past 
tense -ed ending as 
/əd/. 

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling

return, replace, reply, 
remember

classroom, 
homework, 
grandmother, 
goodnight

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

hop, land, coat, greet, 
ocean, crawl

hop, land, coat, greet, 
ocean, crawl

Reading 
Comprehension

“The Hopping Boy” “The Hopping Boy” Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “The Hopping 
Boy”

Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
skirt, young, concert, 
prize, lose, lost

Read-Aloud “Eva Loved Her Skirt” “Eva Loved Her Skirt”

Shared Writing
Use a Story Map and 
Flow Map to write 
group stories.

Use a Story Map and 
Flow Map to write 
group stories.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 72 in Student 
Activity Book

• “The Hopping Boy”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 73 in Student 
Activity Book

• “The Hopping Boy”
• Study for quiz.

Re-read “The 
Hopping Boy.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “The Hopping Boy.”
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “The Missing Shoes” or any supplementary reader.
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “The Missing Shoes” or any supplementary reader.
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “The Hopping Boy.”
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “The Hopping Boy.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, middle, and 
end of a story • Identify characters, setting, events, and plot in a story 
• Identify the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write 
a story summary • Write sentences using spelling and sight words • 
Read diverse types of writings • Identify theme in a text • Recognize the 
elements of diverse types of writings • Name and identify some types of 
adjectives • Form new words using some prefixes and suffixes • Form 
contractions • Write descriptive sentences • Demonstrate knowledge 
of new words • Use vocabulary words in sentences • Organize ideas 
for writing • Read words with variant word patterns • Identify the 
sequence of a text • Spell high-frequency and subject-related words 
• Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and related subject words 
in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to add details to writings 
• Write independently • Read words with endings • Read diverse texts 
fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
27

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with the prefix re-
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words hop, land, 
coat, greet, ocean, crawl

• Read and comprehend 
“The Hopping Boy”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the prefix re-. We will also learn 

some new vocabulary words and read a new story together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to re-.  Today 
we will learn to read 
some words with the 
prefix re-. Remember 
that a prefix is a 
small word part that 
we add to a base 
word. The prefix re- 
means “again.”

Point to retell. 
Underline re.  Here 
I see the prefix re- 
in front of the base 
word tell. The prefix 
re- means again, so 
retell means “tell 
again.” The whole 
word is retell. 

Repeat with replay. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to replay. Point 
under re.  What 
prefix do we see 
here? re-.

 What does the 
prefix re- mean? It 
means “again.”

 What is the base 
word? play.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
replay. 

 What does the 
word replay mean? It 
means “play again.” 

Repeat with reread.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to reread. Point 
under re.  What 
prefix do we see 
here? (re-)

 What does the 
prefix re- mean? 
(It means “again.”)

  Read the whole 
word: (reread)

 What does the 
word reread mean? 
(It means “read 
again.”)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

retell
replay
reread 

reread
recall
repair
remain
renew
return

re-
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
prefix re-. Watch and 
listen. 

 The word is return. 
I hear 2 parts: the 
prefix re- and the 
base word turn. 

 First I write the 
prefix re- (Write re.) 
Next I write the 
base word turn. The 
sounds in turn are /t/ 
(write t), /ŭr/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with ur (write ur), /n/ 
(write n).

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  

 r–e–t–u–r–n, 
return.

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with the prefix 
re- together. I will 
say the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The word is return. 
What 2 parts do we 
hear? the prefix re- 
and the base word 
turn.

 First let’s write 
the prefix re-. (Write 
re.) Now let’s write 
the base word turn. 
The sounds in turn 
are: /t/ (write t), /ŭr/–
and in this word it 
is spelled with ur 
(write ur), /n/ (write n). 
Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): r–e–t–u–r–n, 
return.

Repeat with repeat 
and replace. For 
repeat, tell students 
that the /ē/ sound is 
spelled with ea in this 
word. For replace, 
tell students that the 
/ā/ sound is spelled 
with the letter a and 
a silent e, and the /s/ 
sound is spelled with 
a soft c in this word.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the prefix re-. Listen 
to each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these 
words one at a 
time: replace, reply, 
remember. For reply, 
tell students that the 
/ ī/ sound is spelled 
with y in this word. 
For remember, tell 
students that the /ŭr/ 
sound is spelled with 
er in this word.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. hop Point to hop.  This word is hop. Let’s read and spell it 
together: hop, h–o–p, hop. To hop is to move by jumping 
on one foot. Sometimes we hop when we play games. 
Let’s hop on one foot. (Do the motions.)

2. land Point to land.  This word is land. Together: land, 
l–a–n–d, land. To land is to put your feet down in a new 
place. For example, if you fly in an airplane, you land 
when you touch the ground in the new place.

3. coat Point to coat.  This word is coat. Together: coat, c–o–
a–t, coat. A coat is a thick piece of clothing that you 
wear over your other clothes to keep you warm. People 
who live in cold places wear coats when they go outside. 
Let’s pretend that we are cold and put on our coats.

4. greet Point to greet.  This word is greet. Together: greet, g–r–
e–e–t, greet. To greet someone is to say hello or good 
morning when you meet them. Sometimes we also shake 
hands or hug. Show me how you greet your partner.  
(Do the motions.)

5. ocean Point to ocean.  This word is ocean. Together: ocean, 
o–c–e–a–n, ocean. An ocean is a very large body of 
salty water, like the sea. The ocean is deep and has 
many fish in it. The beaches of Liberia are next to the 
Atlantic Ocean. What else do you know about the ocean? 

6. crawl Point to crawl.  This word is crawl. Together: crawl, c–r–
a–w–l, crawl. To crawl is to move close along the ground. 
Babies crawl on their hands and knees before they can 
walk. Crabs crawl along the beach on their claws. Let’s 
pretend we are crawling on the ground. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new story called “The Hopping Boy.” Please turn to 

page 92 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the story will be about. 

1. hop
2. land
3. coat
4. greet
5. ocean
6. crawl

A boy named Titus, whose nickname was “Tie,”  
wanted to travel the world,  
to see new places,  
new faces.  
His feet could take him many miles,  
but not thousands  
and thousands of miles.  
He was sad.  
Deep sigh. 

One day he took a nap in the forest  
and woke up to find his legs had grown very,  
very, very long.  
When he stood, his head reached past the treetops.  
He hopped,  
and the hop took him up, up  
past the birds, beyond the clouds!  
So high! 

The The HoppingHopping Boy Boy
by Elizabeth Massie

Let’s Read, Grade 292 Week 27

Let’s Read page 92
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Week 27 • Day 1
Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. A fiction story tells us about characters, 
places, and events that are not real. Every story has a plot, or the set 
of events that happen in a story. Characters often have problems. A 
problem is something bad that needs to be fixed or solved. 

 We can better understand the stories we read by answering Right 
There Questions and Think and Search Questions, and by making 
Author and Me Inferences. Let’s read the story to find out who has a 
problem and what the problem is and then answer questions and make 
inferences.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Name the characters. (Titus/Tie, people around the world, Teta)

2. Think and Search Question: What are the settings? Think about 
where Titus takes a nap and where he travels. (a forest and places 
around the world—Finland, Japan, and Fiji) 

3. Right There Question: Why does Titus want to travel the world? (to 
see new places and faces)

4. What is Titus’s problem and how is his problem solved? (He wants to 
travel the world, but he cannot walk thousands of miles. His legs grow 
so long that he can hop around the world.)

5. What is the plot?  (Titus wants to travel the world but cannot walk 
thousands of miles. When Titus takes a nap in the forest, his legs grow 
very long. Now Titus can walk to Finland, Japan, and Fiji, where he meets 
new people and eats new foods. Titus returns home and takes a nap. 
When he wakes up, his legs are short again. When Titus tells people 
about his travels, they laugh, but his best friend, Teta, believes him.) 

6. Author and Me Inference: Why do most people laugh at Titus when 
he tells them that he traveled the world? (Most people do not believe 
that he was able to travel the world.) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 71 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 27 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. return

2. repeat

3. replace

4. reply

5. remember

6. classroom

7. homework

8. grandmother

9. goodnight

10. hop

11. land

12. coat

13. greet

14. ocean

15. crawl

71Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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page 71
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Week 
27

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read compound words 

with two syllables
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words skirt, young, 
concert, prize, lose/lost

• Read and comprehend 
“Eva Loved Her Skirt”

• Use a Story Map and 
Flow Map to write a 
group story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some compound words with two syllables. We will 

learn some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then 
we will use our Story Maps and Flow Maps to write our group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Today we will 
learn more about 
compound words. 
Remember that a 
compound word is 
two little words put 
together to make a 
bigger word with a 
new meaning. 

Point to seaweed. 
Draw a vertical line 
between sea and 
weed: sea | weed. 
Point under each 
word in turn as you 
say:  This is a 
compound word. It 
has two little words 
inside it. The first 
little word is /s/–/ē/, 
sea. The second little 
word is /w/–/ē/–/d/, 
weed. When we 
put the two words 
together, they make 
one compound word: 
/s/–/ē/–/w/–/ē/–/d/, 
seaweed.

Repeat with birth | day.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to birthday. 
Draw a vertical line 
between birth and 
day: birth | day. Point 
under each word in 
turn as you say:  
What two little words 
do we see here? 
/b/–/ŭr/–/th/, birth, 
and /d/–/ā/, day. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/b/–/ŭr/–/th/–/d/–/ā/, 
birthday. 

Repeat with fare | well.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to farewell. 
Draw a vertical line 
between fare and 
well: fare | well. Point 
under each word 
in turn as you say: 

 What two little 
words do you see 
here? (/f/–/ā/–/r/, fare, 
and /w/–/ĕ/–/l/, well)

 Read the whole 
word. (/f/–/ā/–/r/– 
/w/–/ĕ/–/l/, farewell)

Repeat with:

• nick | name
• tree | tops
• copy | book 
• bed | room 
• hand | shake

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

compound words 

seaweed

birthday

farewell 

farewell

nickname

treetops

copybook

bedroom

handshake
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ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. skirt  Skirt. A skirt is a piece of clothing worn mostly by 
women that fits at the waist and hangs down around 
the legs. Turn to page 261 in Let’s Read and find the skirt 
in the picture. Point to the skirt and say “This is a skirt.”

2. young  Young. When someone is young, that means that 
person has only lived a few years. A child is young. 
Who do you know that is young? Are you young? 

3. concert  Concert. A concert is a place where people get 
together and listen to someone play music. Have you 
been to a concert? What kind of music did you hear? 

4. prize  Prize. A prize is something special that is given to 
the winner of a contest or game. You can win a prize 
if your team wins a football game. You can win a prize 
for writing the best poem or making the best drawing. 
Let’s stand up and pretend that we have just won a 
prize. (Do the motions.)

5.  lose, 
lost

 Lose. To lose something is to not be able to find it. 
When you lose something, it is lost. Sometimes we 
might lose our pencil or other small thing. Tell us about 
a time you lost something. (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using lost.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new story called “Eva Loved Her Skirt.” 

Please turn to page 261 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find any vocabulary words in the picture.

• predict what they think the story will be about.

Eva Loved Her Skirt

Let’s Read, Grade 2 261Week 27

skirt  young  concert  prize  
lose/lost

Week 
27

Let’s Read page 261

Eva Loved Her Skirt

Let’s Read, Grade 2 261Week 27

skirt  young  concert  prize  
lose/lost

Week 
27

Let’s Read page 261
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Week 27 • Day 2
Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. Remember that a fiction story tells us about 
characters, places, and events that are not real. The characters in 
stories often have problems. Also remember that every fiction story has 
a plot. The plot is the set of events that happen in a story. 

 Also remember that we can better understand what we read by 
answering Right There Questions and Think and Search Questions, and 
by making Author and Me Inferences. Let’s listen to today’s story to 
find out who has a problem and what the problem is. Then we’ll answer 
questions and make inferences about the story.

DURING READING
Read the story aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Eva Loved Her Skirt

Eva’s grandmother bought her a skirt when she was very young. 
She loved this skirt so much that she took it with her everywhere 
she went, even if she didn’t have to wear it. The skirt was colorful 
with green and white designs. One night, her school had a 
concert. She put her skirt in her bag and took it with her. When 
the concert started, she mistakenly left the bag on her seat when 
she got up to dance. She danced so much that night that she 
even won a prize. At the end of the night, she returned to her seat 
to look for her bag. It was gone, and so was her skirt! Eva went 
home and explained to her parents what had happened and 
how she had lost her skirt. She was very sad. Then one evening 
her friend Momo came running to Eva’s house. “Eva,” he called, 
I found your bag in the teacher’s cupboard in the third-grade 
classroom. Here it is!” Eva opened the bag and found her skirt 
inside. Eva was so glad she had found her skirt at last. And her 
friend Momo was very happy that he had made his friend happy.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in this story? (Eva and Momo) 

2. Think and Search Question: What are the settings in this story? (Eva’s 
house and the school)

3. What is the problem in the story? (Eva lost her skirt.) 

4. Right There Question: Eva’s problem is solved when her friend Momo 
returns the bag with the skirt in it. How did Eva feel when she found 
her skirt? (glad)
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5. What is the plot of the story? What are the main events that 

happen in the beginning, middle, and end? (Eva loved the skirt her 
grandmother bought her and took it everywhere with her in a bag. 
When Eva went to a school concert, she lost the bag with the skirt in it. 
Later, Eva’s friend Momo came to her house and brought her the bag. 
Eva was so happy to find her skirt.)  

6. Author and Me Inference: Why did Eva mistakenly leave her bag in 
her seat? (She was excited to dance.)

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Have students get into their assigned groups of 3.  This week we will write 
our group stories from our Story Maps and from our Flow Maps. Each 
person in your group will write the same story. Open your copybooks. Turn 
to a new page. Write two story starters on the board: One day _____. and 
Once upon a time, _____. 

 Choose one of the story starters. Repeat after me: One day _____. Once 
upon a time, _____. Use the words and phrases you wrote in your first box 
on your partner or group Flow Map to create a sentence. Point to the first 
box on the Flow Map. Remember to use a capital letter at the beginning 
of your sentence and a period at the end. Now write the first sentence 
at the top of your copybook page. Remember to use the word first in this 
sentence. Walk around the class to check on students’ work. If students have 
trouble, help them create their sentences.

 Use the words and phrases you wrote in the next box on the Flow Map 
to create your next group sentence. Point to the next box on the Flow Map. 
Remember to put a capital letter at the beginning of the sentence and a 
period at the end. Write the next sentence in your copybook after the first 
one. Remember to use the word next in your second sentence.

 Continue writing a sentence for each box on the Flow Map. Remember 
to use signal words such as and then, after that, and after that, and 
last. Point to each box on the Flow Map. You may need an extra sentence 
somewhere in your story to make the story more exciting or interesting. 
That is okay!

Students will need more time to write and finish their stories. Save the Story 
Maps and Flow Map for Shared Writing, Week 27, Day 4. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 72 in the Student Activity Book and read “The 
Hopping Boy” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go over the 
worksheet together during Phonics class. 

 

Week 27 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Circle re in each word where it appears. Read the story. 
Then answer the questions at the end.

When my new radio broke, I tried to return it at the market. 
The shopkeeper replied that he would not replace it.  
He said the only solution was to repair it. I repeated  
my request. He remained stubborn and refused.

1. Does the story have a happy ending? Yes No

2. Why or why not?  �������������������������������

  ���������������������������������������������

Directions: Fill in the missing small words and compound words.

First small word + Second small 
word

= Compound 
word

1. grand mother grandmother

2. class room classroom

3. home work

4.  goodnight

5.  birthday

6. hand shake

7.  bedroom

8. nick name

72 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
27

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with past 

tense -ed endings 
pronounced /d/ or /t/

• Spell compound words
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words hop, land, 
coat, greet, ocean, crawl

• Read and comprehend 
“The Hopping Boy”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read words with past tense -ed endings pronounced /d/ or 

/t/. Then we will spell compound words. We will also review our vocabulary 
words and read “The Hopping Boy” together again. 

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to -ed.  
 Today we will 

review words 
with the past 
tense ending -ed. 
Remember that we 
add -ed to the end 
of action words to 
show that the action 
already happened. 
Remember that the 
ending -ed makes 
three different 
sounds: /d/, /t/, or 
/əd/. Today we will 
read words in which 
it makes the sound 
/d/ or /t/.

Point to offered. 
Underline ed.  

 Here I see -ed at 
the end of the base 
word offer. In this 
word, the -ed sounds 
like /d/. The word 
is /ŏ/–/f/–/ŭr/–/d/, 
offered. 

Repeat with hopped 
(/h/–/ŏ/–/p/–/t/). 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to hopped. 
Point under ed.  

 What letters do 
we see here? -ed. 
What is the base 
word? hop.

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? /t/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/h/–/ŏ/–/p/–/t/, 
hopped. 

Repeat with played.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to played. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (-ed) What is 
the base word? (play)

 In this word, what 
do the letters -ed 
say? (/d/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/p–/l/–/ā/–/d/, 
played) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. For 
crawled, covered, 
lived, and moved, 
the -ed says /d/. For 
thanked, reached, 
and laughed, the -ed 
says /t/. For laughed, 
tell students that 
the base word is 
laugh, pronounced 
/l/–/ă/–/f/.

Time permitting, have students turn to “The Hopping Boy on page 92 in 
Let’s Read and find words with -ed as /d/ and /t/ in the text (e.g., reached, 
hopped, covered, thanked). Write the words on the board as they find 
them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

offered

hopped

played

played

crawled

covered

lived

moved

thanked

reached

laughed

A boy named Titus, whose nickname was “Tie,”  
wanted to travel the world,  
to see new places,  
new faces.  
His feet could take him many miles,  
but not thousands  
and thousands of miles.  
He was sad.  
Deep sigh. 

One day he took a nap in the forest  
and woke up to find his legs had grown very,  
very, very long.  
When he stood, his head reached past the treetops.  
He hopped,  
and the hop took him up, up  
past the birds, beyond the clouds!  
So high! 

The The HoppingHopping Boy Boy
by Elizabeth Massie

Let’s Read, Grade 292 Week 27

Let’s Read page 92

-ed
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SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some compound 
words. Watch and 
listen.

 The compound 
word is classroom. 
I hear two little 
words in this word: 
class and room. 

 I write the first 
little word, class. 
The first sound is /k/. 
(Write c.) The next 
sound is /l/. (Write l.) 
The third sound is 
/ă/. (Write a.) The 
next sound is /s/—
and in this word it is 
spelled with a double 
letter. (Write ss.) Now 
I write the second 
little word, room. 
The first sound is 
/r/. (Write r.) The next 
sound is /ū/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
with oo. (Write oo.) 
The last sound is /m/. 
(Write m.)

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  c–l– 
a–s–s–r–o–o–m, 
classroom. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
compound words 
together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The compound 
word is classroom. 
What are the two 
little words in this 
word? class and 
room.

 Let’s write the first 
little word, class: /k/ 
(write c), /l/ (write l), 
/ă/ (write a), /s/—and 
in this word it is 
spelled with a double 
letter (write ss). Now 
let’s write the second 
little word, room: 
/r/ (write r), /ū/—and 
in this word it is 
spelled with oo (write 
oo)—/m/ (write m). 
Check the students’ 
work.

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): c–l–a–s–s–r–
o–o–m, classroom. 

Repeat with 
homework. 

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your 
turn. I will say a 
compound word. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks. 

Dictate these 
words one at a 
time: classroom, 
homework, 
grandmother, and 
goodnight. For 
goodnight, remind 
students that the / ī/ 
sound is spelled with 
igh.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each. 
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WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. hop Point to hop.  Read the word: (hop). To hop is to move 
by jumping on one foot. Sometimes we hop when we 
play games. Let’s hop on one foot. (Do the motions.)

2. land Point to land.  Read the word: (land). To land is to put 
your feet down in a new place. For example, if you fly in 
an airplane, you land when you touch the ground in the 
new place.

3. coat Point to coat.  Read the word: (coat). A coat is a thick 
piece of clothing that you wear over your other clothes 
to keep you warm. People who live in cold places wear 
coats when they go outside. Let’s pretend that we are 
cold and put on our coats.

4. greet Point to greet.  Read the word: (greet). To greet 
someone is to say hello or good morning when you meet 
them. Sometimes we also shake hands or hug. Show me 
how you greet your partner. (Do the motions.)

5. ocean Point to ocean.  Read the word: (ocean). An ocean is a 
very large body of salty water, like the sea. The ocean is 
deep and has many fish in it. The beaches of Liberia are 
next to the Atlantic Ocean. What else do you know about 
the ocean?

6. crawl Point to crawl.  Read the word: (crawl). To crawl is to 
move close along the ground. Babies crawl on their 
hands and knees before they can walk. Crabs crawl 
along the beach on their claws. Let’s pretend we are 
crawling on the ground. (Do the motions.)

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “The Hopping Boy” again. Please turn to page 92 in 

Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

1. hop
2. land
3. coat
4. greet
5. ocean
6. crawl

A boy named Titus, whose nickname was “Tie,”  
wanted to travel the world,  
to see new places,  
new faces.  
His feet could take him many miles,  
but not thousands  
and thousands of miles.  
He was sad.  
Deep sigh. 

One day he took a nap in the forest  
and woke up to find his legs had grown very,  
very, very long.  
When he stood, his head reached past the treetops.  
He hopped,  
and the hop took him up, up  
past the birds, beyond the clouds!  
So high! 

The The HoppingHopping Boy Boy
by Elizabeth Massie

Let’s Read, Grade 292 Week 27

Let’s Read page 92
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Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. What is a fiction story about? (characters, 
places, and events that are not real) Remember that every story has 
a plot. What is the plot of a story? (the set of events that happen in a 
story) Remember that characters in stories often have problems. What 
is a problem? (something bad that needs to be fixed) What can we do to 
better understand the stories we read? (answer Right There Questions 
and Think and Search Questions, and make Author and Me Inferences)

Let’s read the story again to remember who has a problem and what the 
problem is. Then, we’ll answer questions and make inferences.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Name the characters. (Titus/Tie, people around the world, Teta)

2. Think and Search Question: What are the settings in this story? Think 
about where Titus takes a nap and where he travels. (a forest and 
places around the world—Finland, Japan, and Fiji) 

3. Right There Question: Why does Titus want to travel the world? (to 
see new places and faces)

4. What is Titus’s problem and how is his problem solved? (He wants to 
travel the world, but he cannot walk thousands of miles. His legs grow 
so long that he can hop around the world)

5. What is the plot? (Titus wants to travel the world but cannot walk 
thousands of miles. When Titus takes a nap in the forest, his legs 
grow very long. Now Titus can walk to Finland, Japan, and Fiji, where 
he meets new people and eats new foods. Titus returns home and 
takes a nap. When he wakes up, his legs are short again. When Titus 
tells people about his travels, they laugh, but his best friend, Teta, 
believes him.) 

6. Author and Me (Inference): Why do most people laugh at Titus when 
he tells them that he traveled the world? (Most people do not believe 
that he was able to travel the world.) 

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 71 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 27 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. return

2. repeat

3. replace

4. reply

5. remember

6. classroom

7. homework

8. grandmother

9. goodnight

10. hop

11. land

12. coat

13. greet

14. ocean

15. crawl

71Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
27

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with past 

tense ending -ed as /əd/
• Read fluently “The 

Hopping Boy” 
• Listen to and 

comprehend “Eva Loved 
Her Skirt” 

• Use a Story Map and 
a Flow Map to write a 
group story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will review words with the -ed past tense word ending. You 

will read “The Hopping Boy” with your partner. I will read “Eva Loved Her 
Skirt” to you again. Then we will finish writing our group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to -ed.  This 
week we have been 
reviewing the past 
tense word ending 
-ed. Remember that 
the -ed ending can 
make two different 
sounds: /d/ and /t/. 
Remember also that 
after base words 
that end in t or d, the 
-ed ending makes 
the sound /əd/.

Point to wanted. 
Underline ed.  Here 
I see -ed at the end 
of the base word 
want. Want ends 
in the letter t, so in 
this word, -ed makes 
the sound /əd/. 
The whole word is 
/w/–/ŭ/–/n/–/t/–/əd/, 
wanted. 

Repeat with landed.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to landed. Point 
under ed.  What 
letters do we see 
here? -ed. What is 
the base word? land.

 What is the last 
letter in land? d. So 
in this word, what do 
the letters -ed say? 
/əd/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/l/–/ă/–/n/–/d/–/əd/, 
landed. 

Repeat with greeted.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to greeted. 
Point under ed. 

 What letters do 
you see here? (ed) 
What is the base 
word? (greet)

 What is the last 
letter in greet? t. So 
in this word, what do 
the letters -ed say? 
(/əd/) 

 Read the 
whole word. 
(/g/–/r–/ē/–/t/–/əd/, 
greeted) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Time permitting, have students turn to “The Hopping Boy” on page 92 
in Let’s Read and find words with the -ed ending (e.g., named, wanted, 
reached, hopped, returned, landed, covered, offered, bloomed, greeted, 
etc.). Write the words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

A boy named Titus, whose nickname was “Tie,”  
wanted to travel the world,  
to see new places,  
new faces.  
His feet could take him many miles,  
but not thousands  
and thousands of miles.  
He was sad.  
Deep sigh. 

One day he took a nap in the forest  
and woke up to find his legs had grown very,  
very, very long.  
When he stood, his head reached past the treetops.  
He hopped,  
and the hop took him up, up  
past the birds, beyond the clouds!  
So high! 

The The HoppingHopping Boy Boy
by Elizabeth Massie

Let’s Read, Grade 292 Week 27

Let’s Read page 92

wanted
landed

greeted 

greeted
loaded
waited
graded
started

-ed
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Week 27 • Day 4

READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN. 
 Now you will read the story “The Hopping Boy” with your partner. 

Please turn to page 92 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the story 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to 
take turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class. 

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the story “Eva Loved Her Skirt” again. 

Please turn to page 261 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., skirt, young, concert, prize, lose/lost).

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

Features of Text
 Today’s story is fiction. What is a fiction story about? (A fiction story 

tells us about characters, places, and events that are not real. They are 
made up by the author.) Remember that every story has a plot. What is 
the plot of a story? (The plot is the set of events that happen in a story.) 
Remember that characters in stories often have problems. What is a 
problem? (A problem is something bad that happens that needs to be 
fixed or solved.) What can we do to better understand the stories we 
read? (answer Right There Questions and Think and Search Questions, 
and make Author and Me Inferences)

 Let’s read the story again to remember who has a problem and what 
the problem is. Then, we’ll answer questions and make inferences about 
the story.

A boy named Titus, whose nickname was “Tie,”  
wanted to travel the world,  
to see new places,  
new faces.  
His feet could take him many miles,  
but not thousands  
and thousands of miles.  
He was sad.  
Deep sigh. 

One day he took a nap in the forest  
and woke up to find his legs had grown very,  
very, very long.  
When he stood, his head reached past the treetops.  
He hopped,  
and the hop took him up, up  
past the birds, beyond the clouds!  
So high! 

The The HoppingHopping Boy Boy
by Elizabeth Massie

Let’s Read, Grade 292 Week 27

Let’s Read page 92

Eva Loved Her Skirt

Let’s Read, Grade 2 261Week 27

skirt  young  concert  prize  
lose/lost

Week 
27

Let’s Read page 261
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Week 27 • Day 4
DURING READING

Read the story aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 Eva Loved Her Skirt

Eva’s grandmother bought her a skirt when she was very young. 
She loved this skirt so much that she took it with her everywhere 
she went, even if she didn’t have to wear it. The skirt was colorful 
with green and white designs. One night, her school had a 
concert. She put her skirt in her bag and took it with her. When 
the concert started, she mistakenly left the bag on her seat when 
she got up to dance. She danced so much that night that she 
even won a prize. At the end of the night, she returned to her seat 
to look for her bag. It was gone, and so was her skirt! Eva went 
home and explained to her parents what had happened and 
how she had lost her skirt. She was very sad. Then one evening 
her friend Momo came running to Eva’s house. “Eva,” he called, 
I found your bag in the teacher’s cupboard in the third-grade 
classroom. Here it is!” Eva opened the bag and found her skirt 
inside. Eva was so glad she had found her skirt at last. And her 
friend Momo was very happy that he had made his friend happy.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in this story? (Eva and Momo) 

2. Think and Search Question: What are the settings in this story? (Eva’s 
house and the school)

3. What is the problem in the story? (Eva lost her skirt.) 

4. Right There Question: Eva’s problem is solved when her friend Momo 
returns the bag with the skirt in it. How did Eva feel when she found 
her skirt? (glad)

5. What is the plot of the story? What are the main events that 
happen in the beginning, middle, and end? (Eva loved the skirt her 
grandmother bought her and took it everywhere with her in a bag. 
When Eva went to a school concert, she lost the bag with the skirt in it. 
Later, Eva’s friend Momo came to her house and brought her the bag. 
Eva was so happy to find her skirt.)  

6. Author and Me Inference: Why did Eva mistakenly leave her bag in 
her seat? (She was excited to dance.)
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SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Have students get into their assigned groups of 3.  This week we will 
continue to write our group stories from our Story Map and from our Flow 
Map. Open your copybook to your story page. 

Students will probably need more time to write their group stories this week. 
If some groups finish early, have them check each sentence for capital letters 
and periods. Also, have them check for correct spelling. Have them refer to 
the charts taped on the board for help. 

Early finishers may also work with other groups that have finished to find out 
what they like about their stories. Explain that other groups may either point 
to a picture and/or say what they like. 

 Continue checking the boxes in the Flow Map as you write your group 
sentences. Point to each box on the Flow Map. You may need an extra 
sentence somewhere in your story to make the story more exciting or 
interesting. That is okay!

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 73 in the Student Activity Book and read “The 
Hopping Boy” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to study their 
spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow. 

Week 27 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Read the words in the box. Listen to the sound that the 
letters ed make in each word. Write each word in the correct list. 

covered, greeted, hopped, landed, lived, 
played, reached, thanked, wanted

 ed as “d” ed as “t” ed as “ed”

      

      

      

Directions: Read each base word. Circle the last letter in each base 
word. Then read the same words with ed. In all of these words, the 
letters ed sound like “ed.” Complete the sentence at the end.

 Base Base + ed as “ed”

1. pat  → patted

2. l i f t  → lifted

3. wai t  → waited

4. heat  → heated

5. s tar t  → started

 Base Base + ed as “ed”

6. end → ended

7. need → needed

8. l oad  → loaded

9. fo ld  → folded

10. pound → pounded

When the base word ends in the letter      or the 
letter     , the letters ed in its ed form will sound 
like “ed.”

73Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
27

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories. 

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. coat, 2. classroom, 3. crawl, 4. goodnight, 5. grandmother, 6. greet, 
7. homework, 8. hop, 9. land, 10. remember, 11. repeat, 12. replace, 
13. reply, 14. return, 15. ocean

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “The Hopping Boy” on page 92 in 
Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other and 
help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the story 
3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text 
in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “The Missing Shoes” on page 213 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. 
Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the words on the board, as shown on the next page at the right. 
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 Now we will 
review words with 
the prefix re-. 
Remember that a 
prefix is a small word 
part added to a base 
word. The prefix re- 
means “again.”

Point to replay. 
Underline re.  Here 
I see the prefix re- 
in front of the base 
word play. The prefix 
re- means again, so 
replay means “play 
again.” The whole 
word is replay. 

 Let’s do it 
together. Point to 
replay. Point under re. 

 What prefix do we 
see here? re-.

 What does the 
prefix re- mean? It 
means “again.”

 What is the base 
word? play.  Let’s 
read the whole word 
together: replay. 

 What does the 
word replay mean? It 
means “play again.” 

Repeat with recall.

 Now it’s your turn.  
Point to recall. Point 
under re.  What 
prefix do we see 
here? (re-)

 What does the 
prefix re- mean? (It 
means “again.”)

  Read the whole 
word: (recall)

 What does the 
word call mean? 
(It means to “call 
again.”)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown at the right.

 Remember, a 
compound word is 
two little words put 
together to make a 
bigger word with a 
new meaning. 

Point to copybook. 
Draw a vertical line 
like this: copy | book. 
Point under each 
word as you say:  

 This is  
a compound word. 
It has two little 
words inside it. The 
first little word is 
/k/–/ŏ/–/p/–/ē/, copy. 
The second little 
word is /b/–/oo/–/k/, 
book. The two words 
together make one 
compound word: 
/k/–/ŏ/–/p/–/ē/– 
/b/–/oo/–/k/, 
copybook.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to copybook. 
Draw a vertical line 
between copy and 
book: copy | book. 
Point under each 
word in turn as you 
say:  What two 
little words do we 
see here? /k/–/ŏ/– 
/p/–/ē/, copy, and  
/b/–/oo/–/k/, book. 

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/k/–/ŏ/–/p/–/ē/–/b/– 
/oo/–/k/, copybook.

Repeat with 
bed | room.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to bedroom. 
Draw a vertical line 
between bed and 
room: bed | room. 
Point under each 
word in turn as you 
say:  What two 
little words do you 
see here? (/b/–/ĕ/–
/d/, bed, and /r/–/ū/–
/m/, room)

 Read the whole 
word. (/b/–/ĕ/–/d/– 
/r/–/ū/–/m, bedroom)

Repeat with:

• Sun | day
• out | side
• after | noon
• hill | top

Time permitting, have students work in pairs to review their sight word cards.

re-

replay
recall

recall
renew
return

replace
retell

copybook

bedroom

bedroom

Sunday

outside

afternoon

hilltop
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2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T31 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students. 

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “The Missing Shoes” on page 213 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
story aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “The Hopping Boy” on page 92 in Let’s Read. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “The Hopping Boy” on page 92 in 
Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other 
3 times and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, 
they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.
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Week 28 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 
pages 166–169

Tuesday (Day 2) 
pages 170–173

Wednesday (Day 3) 
pages 174–177

Thursday (Day 4) 
pages 178–181

Friday (Day 5) 
pages 182–184

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read compound 
words with two or 
more syllables.

Read words with soft 
c and soft g sounds.

Read words with the 
suffix -er as “a person 
who…”

Read words with oo 
as /ū/ and /oo/.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling
football, afternoon, 
sunset, moonlight

teacher, runner, driver

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

barefoot, race, shoes, 
crowd, gold medal, 
record, athlete

barefoot, race, shoes, 
crowd, gold medal, 
record, athlete

Reading 
Comprehension

“Abebe Bikila: The 
Barefoot Winner”

“Abebe Bikila: The 
Barefoot Winner”

Differentiated review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Abebe Bikila: 
The Barefoot Winner”

Differentiated review

Oral Vocabulary
vendor, plain, fancy, 
keep doing, perfect, 
agree

Read-Aloud
“New Shoes for 
Korpu”

“New Shoes for 
Korpu”

Shared Writing
Use an Editing 
Checklist to edit 
group stories.

Use an Editing Checklist 
and add adjectives to 
group stories.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 75 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Abebe Bikila: The 
Barefoot Winner”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 76 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Abebe Bikila: The 
Barefoot Winner”

• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Abebe 
Bikila: The Barefoot 
Winner.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Abebe Bikila: The Barefoot Winner.”
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Catherine, the Great Runner” or any supplementary reader.
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “Catherine, the Great Runner” or any supplementary reader.
Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Abebe Bikila: The Barefoot Winner.”
Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Abebe Bikila: The Barefoot Winner.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension 
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made of a 
sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to recognize 
and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis of main 
ideas and supporting details • Analyze text content and share ideas, 
information, and messages with others • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, middle, and 
end of a story • Identify characters, setting, events, and plot in a story 
• Identify the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly • Write a 
story summary • Write sentences using spelling and sight words • Read 
diverse types of writings • Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea 
and facts in a nonfiction text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize the 
elements of diverse types of writings • Name and identify some types of 
adjectives • Form new words using some prefixes and suffixes • Form 
contractions • Write descriptive sentences • Demonstrate knowledge 
of new words • Identify some features of articles • Read and analyze 
journals, articles, and other informational texts • Read nonfiction articles 
• Use vocabulary words in sentences • Identify main idea of an article 
• Organize ideas for writing • Read words with variant word patterns 
• Identify the sequence of a text • Listen to a biographical text • Read 
a biographical text • Spell high-frequency and subject-related words 
• Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and related subject words 
in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to add details to writings 
• Write independently • Read words with endings • Read diverse texts 
fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
28

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell 

compound words with 
two or more syllables

• Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words barefoot, 
race, shoes, crowd, gold 
medal, record, athlete

• Read and comprehend 
“Abebe Bikila: The 
Barefoot Winner”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell compound words. We will also learn some 

new vocabulary words and read a new text together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Today we will 
learn more about 
compound words. 
Remember that a 
compound word is 
two little words put 
together to make a 
bigger word with a 
new meaning. 

Point to barefoot. 
Draw a vertical line 
between bare and 
foot: bare | foot. Point 
under each word in 
turn as you say:  

 This is a 
compound word. 
It has two little 
words inside it. The 
first little word is 
/b/–/ā/–/r/, bare.  
The second little 
word is /f/–/oo/–/t/, 
foot. The whole  
word is /b/–/ā/–/r/– 
/f/–/oo/–/t/, barefoot. 

Repeat with 
basket | ball.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to basketball. 
Draw a vertical line 
between basket and 
ball: basket | ball. 
Point under each 
word in turn as 
you say:  What 
two little words 
do we see here? 
/b/–/ă/–/s/– 
/k/–/ĕ/–/t/, basket, 
and /b/–/ôl/, ball.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/b/–/ă/–/s/– 
/k/–/ĕ/–/t/–/b/–/ôl/, 
basketball. 

Repeat with  
volley | ball.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to volleyball. 
Draw a vertical line 
between volley and 
ball: volley | ball. Point 
under each word 
in turn as you say: 

 What two little 
words do you see 
here? (/v/–/ôl/–/ē/, 
volley, and /b/–/ôl/, 
ball)

 Read the whole 
word. (/v/–/ôl/–/ē/– 
/b/–/ôl/, volleyball)

Repeat with:

• foot | steps
• out | side
• rain | drop
• play | ground
• thunder | storm
• night | fall

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

compound words

barefoot

basketball

volleyball 

volleyball

footsteps

outside

raindrop

playground

thunderstorm

nightfall
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Week 28 • Day 1

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some compound 
words. Watch and 
listen.

 The compound 
word is football. I 
hear two little words 
in this word: foot and 
ball.

 I write the first 
little word, foot. The 
first sound is /f/. 
(Write f.) The next 
sound is /oo/. (Write 
oo.) The third sound 
is /t/. (Write t.) Now 
I write the second 
little word, ball. The 
first sound is /b/. 
(Write b.) The next 
sound is /ôl/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
all. (Write all.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  f–o–o–t–
b–a–l–l, football. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
compound words 
together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The compound 
word is football. 
What are the two 
little words in this 
word? foot and ball.

 Let’s write the first 
little word, foot: /f/ 
(write f  ), /oo/ (write 
oo), /t/ (write t). Now 
let’s write the second 
little word, ball: /b/ 
(write b), /ôl/—and in 
this word it is spelled 
all (write all). Check 
the students’ work.

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): f–o–o–t–b–
a–l–l, football. 

Repeat with 
afternoon and sunset.

 Now it’s your 
turn. I will say a 
compound word. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: 
afternoon, sunset, 
and moonlight. For 
moonlight, remind 
students that the /ī/ 
sound is spelled igh.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each. 
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Week 28 • Day 1

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. barefoot Point to barefoot.  This word is barefoot. Let’s read 
and spell it together: barefoot, b–a–r–e–f–o–o–t, 
barefoot. To be bare means to be without cover or 
clothes, so barefoot means to not wear shoes. Can you 
run faster barefoot or in sandals? 

2. race Point to race.  This word is race. Together: race, r–a–
c–e, race. A race is a contest between runners to be the 
fastest over a given distance. Have you ever been in a 
race? Tell us about it. 

3. shoes Point to shoes.  This word is shoes. Together: shoes, 
s–h–o–e–s, shoes. Shoes are the coverings you put on 
your feet. Shoes help cover and protect your feet when 
you are walking or running. People wear all different 
kinds of shoes. What color are my shoes today? 

4. crowd Point to crowd.  This word is crowd. Together: crowd, 
c–r–o–w–d, crowd. A crowd is a large number of 
people together in one place. When you go to a football 
game, you are with a crowd of people. Where else do 
we see crowds of people? 

5.  gold 
medal

Point to gold medal.  These words are gold medal. 
Together: gold medal, g–o–l–d m–e–d–a–l, gold medal. 
A gold medal is like the first-place prize in a contest, 
race, or game. In the Olympic Games, a gold medal is 
given to the first-place winner in each sport. Show me 
how you would feel if you won a gold medal. (Do the 
motions.)

6. record Point to record.  This word is record. Together: record, 
r–e–c–o–r–d, record. A record is a list of things that 
have happened or been made. When a football team 
wins most of its games, it has a winning record. Can 
you think of a team that has a winning record? 

7. athlete Point to athlete.  This word is athlete. Together: 
athlete, a–t–h–l–e–t–e, athlete. An athlete is someone 
who works hard to be good at a sport or other types 
of exercises. Are you an athlete or do you know an 
athlete? 

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new text called “Abebe Bikila: The Barefoot Winner.” 

Please turn to page 96 in Let’s Read.

1. barefoot
2. race
3. shoes
4. crowd
5. gold medal
6. record
7. athlete
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Week 28 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. football

2. afternoon

3. sunset

4. moonlight

5. practice

6. runner

7. teacher

8. driver

9. barefoot

10. race

11. shoes

12. crowd

13. gold medal

14. record

15. athlete
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Week 28 • Day 1
BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the text will be about. 

Features of Text
 Today’s text is nonfiction. Nonfiction tells us true information about 

something. Nonfiction about real person’s life is called a biography. 
Today’s text is a biography about the life of a famous runner from 
Ethiopia. Let’s read the text to learn the details about his life.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the text aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. What is this text about? (Abebe Bikila) 

2. Why is he called the barefoot runner? (When he was young, he would 
walk barefoot looking for places for his sheep to graze.)

3. What is the main idea of the text? (Abebe was the first African to win a 
gold medal in the Olympic Games)

4. What steps did Abebe take to become an Olympic runner? (First, Abebe 
walked barefoot when growing up. He got a job in the city and ran 
12 miles every day to work. He played sports, and a trainer helped him 
train for a marathon. He ran faster without shoes and won races. He ran 
the Olympic marathon without shoes and won a gold medal. In Japan 
he became the first person to win a second gold medal in the marathon. 
This time he wore shoes.) 

 5. Why was Abebe a hero for all African people? (He was the first African 
gold medal winner. He led the way for future athletes from Africa.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 74 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

From Sheep to City
Abebe Bikila was born in 1932 in Jato, a small 
village in Ethiopia. Everyone there lived in 
tukuls, which are mud huts with straw roofs. 
When Abebe was young, he left his tukul each 
day and walked barefoot, looking for places 
for his sheep to graze. He did not know that 
one day those bare feet would win races.

Abebe grew up tending sheep in a village like this one.
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Abebe Bikila  
The Barefoot Winner
by Judith Lipsett

Let’s Read, Grade 296 Week 28

Let’s Read page 96
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Week 
28

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with soft c 

and soft g sounds
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words 
vendor, plain, fancy, keep 
doing, perfect, agree 

• Read and comprehend 
“New Shoes for Korpu”

• Use an Editing Checklist 
to edit a group story

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some words with soft c and soft g sounds. We will 

learn some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then 
we will edit our group stories.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point in turn to soft c 
and soft g.  Today 
we will review the 
soft sounds for the 
letters c and g. When 
the letter c comes 
before an e or i, it 
usually makes the 
soft c sound, /s/. 
When the letter g 
comes before e or i, 
it sometimes makes 
the soft g sound, /j/. 

Point to place. 
Underline ce. Point 
under each letter in 
turn as you say: 

 Here I see the 
letter c before the 
letter e. In this word, 
the letter c says 
/s/. The word is 
/p/–/l/–/ā/–/s/, place.

Repeat with village. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to village. Point 
under ge.  What 
letters do we see 
here? g before e. 

 In this word, what 
does the letter g 
say? /j/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/v/–/ĭ/–/l/–/ĭ/–/j/, 
village. 

Repeat with city.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to city. Point 
under ci.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (c before i) 

 In this word, what 
does the letter c say? 
(/s/) 

 Read the whole 
word. (/s/–/ĭ/–/t/–/ē/, 
city)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

place
village

city 

city
orange

race
change

practice
notice

soft c  soft g 
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Week 28 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. vendor  Vendor. A vendor is a person who is selling 
something in the market. Turn to page 262 in Let’s 
Read and find the vendor in the picture. What do 
vendors sell in our market?

2. plain  Plain. When something is plain, it is simple and is not 
decorated. Often, plain clothes are just one color. When 
do people like to wear plain clothes? (e.g., when working 
at home or in the fields, playing games, etc.) 

3. fancy  Fancy. When something is fancy, it has lots of 
decoration and pretty colors. If you are going to a party, 
you might wear something fancy. When else do people 
like to wear fancy clothes? (e.g., for holidays, church, etc.) 

4.  keep 
doing

 Keep doing. When you keep doing something, you 
don’t stop until you have finished what you are doing. 
You might keep looking for something at the market 
until you find out what you are looking for. What is 
something that you keep doing until it’s finished?  
(e.g., cleaning, reading, running, etc.)

5. perfect  Perfect. When something is perfect, it has everything 
that you want. It is better than good; it is the best. For 
example, if you could have the perfect clothes or shoes 
for you, what color would they be?

6. agree  Agree. When someone agrees with you, then they 
think the same way about something as you do. If 
we both like to eat bananas, then we can agree that 
bananas taste good. When have you agreed with 
someone about something? Make a sentence with agree.

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new story called “New Shoes for Korpu.” 

Please turn to page 262 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed. 

• find any vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the story will be about.

New Shoes for Korpu

Let’s Read, Grade 2262 Week 28

vendor  plain  fancy  keep doing  
perfect  agree

Week 
28

Let’s Read page 262

New Shoes for Korpu

Let’s Read, Grade 2262 Week 28

vendor  plain  fancy  keep doing  
perfect  agree

Week 
28

Let’s Read page 262
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Week 28 • Day 2
Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. Remember that a fiction story tells us about 
characters, places, and events that are not real. Also remember that every 
fiction story has a plot. The plot is the set of events that happen in a story. 
Remember that characters in stories often have problems. Let’s listen to 
today’s story to find out who has a problem and what the problem is. 

DURING READING
Read the story aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 New Shoes for Korpu 
by Amber Johnston

Korpu and her mother are going to the market today. Korpu is 
growing, and she now needs new shoes for the summer. Korpu 
is very excited about the shopping trip. What will her new shoes 
look like? Korpu and her mother look all over the market for the 
vendors selling shoes. First, Korpu sees some plain black shoes. 
But those shoes are for school, and so she keeps looking. Next, 
Korpu sees some blue sneakers with white stripes. But those 
are for the rainy season, and so she keeps looking. Then, Korpu 
sees some fancy yellow plastic sandals with pink flowers. Yes, 
those shoes are for right now! She calls to her mother, “Look at 
these beautiful sandals. They are just perfect for me.” Her mother 
smiles and agrees with her—they are perfect shoes for Korpu. Her 
mother pays for the sandals, and Korpu dances all the way home 
in her new shoes! 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in this story? (Korpu and her mother) 

2. What is the setting in this story? (the market)

3. What is the plot of the story? What events happen in the beginning, 
middle, and end? (Korpu and her mother go to the market to buy Korpu 
some new shoes. First, she sees black shoes, but those are for school. 
Next, she sees blue sneakers with white stripes, but those are for rainy 
season. At last, she finds yellow plastic sandals with pink flowers. Her 
mother agrees with her that the shoes are perfect.)

4. What is the problem in the story? (Korpu needs shoes.) 

5. How does the problem get fixed or solved? (She goes shopping with 
her mother and finds the perfect shoes.)
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