
Grade 1, Volume 2 Glossary

afraid To be afraid means to be scared or worried about 
something.

ashamed
When you feel ashamed, it means you feel 
embarrassed or guilty about something bad that 
you did.

bait Bait is the food we use to catch fish or an animal.

beg To beg means to ask for something very strongly.

body Your body is your physical form.

bone A bone is a very hard part of your body that forms 
your body’s shape.

brave Brave means you are ready to face danger or do 
something that you are scared to do.

bright Bright means giving out a lot of light or very 
colorful.

building A building is a structure that has a roof and walls, 
such as a house or school.

bump To bump means to knock against someone or 
something.
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busy When you are busy, you are doing many things all 
day long.

carry
When you carry something, you take it from one 
place to another with your arms or sometimes on 
your head or on your back.

catch When you catch something, you take into your 
hands something that has been thrown or fallen.

caught Caught means trapped or captured.

check To check means to make sure something is 
correct, or OK.

chew To chew means to use your teeth to tear up food.

cloth A cloth is a piece of fabric.

clothes Clothes are the things we wear to cover our 
bodies.

cloud A cloud is a white or gray shape very high in 
the sky.

coast The coast is the part of land that is next to the 
ocean.

crash A crash is when things bang into each other 
very hard.
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crops Crops are plants that we grow for food of to sell.

cry Why you cry, tears come out of your eyes because 
you are sad.

dance To dance means to move your body to music.

dawn Dawn is the time of first light in the morning.

deep When something is deep, it is far down from the 
surface of something.

destroy To destroy means to tear something down or 
break it all to pieces.

disappointed When you feel disappointed, you are sad about 
something that happened.

downtown Downtown is the center of a town or city where 
there are shops and many people meet together.

dream To dream means to hope for something.

dry Dry means not wet or moist.

dull Dull means not bright or not having much color or 
shine.
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electricity Electricity is the kind of energy we use to power 
lights or televisions or cell phones.

enjoy To enjoy something means to like it or have fun 
doing it.

excited To be excited is to be looking forward to 
something that makes us happy.

face Your face is the part of your body that has your 
eyes, nose, and mouth.

fail To fail means to not pass or succeed at 
something.

faith To have faith is to believe strongly in your heart 
that something is true.

find When you find something, you see something that 
was lost or hidden.

float To float is to move on the top of the water.

free When you are free, you are not trapped or 
stopped from going somewhere.

friendly A friendly person is someone who is kind and 
makes friends easily.

fruit Fruit is the sweet food from a tree or plant.
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funny When something is funny, it makes us laugh.

fur Fur is the soft, thick hair on an animal’s body.

goat A goat is a four-legged animal that eats grass and 
has milk.

greedy Greedy means you want more than your fair share 
of something.

greet To greet means to say hello or welcome someone.

ground The ground is the earth under our feet.

growl A growl is a low sound that rumbles in the throat.

grunt A grunt is a low, short sound, like the sound pigs 
make when they are looking for food.

harvest A harvest is a group of crops that have been 
picked after they are fully grown.

hit When we hit something, we use our hands or tools 
with force.

hotel A hotel is a place where travelers can pay to stay 
the night.
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hug When we hug someone, we put our arms 
around them.

in charge of When you are in charge of something, you are the 
person that is supposed to do it.

inside,  
outside

Inside is in a room or building, and outside is 
outdoors.

itch When you itch, you have a feeling on your skin 
that makes you want to scratch.

jaws Jaws are the top and bottom bones of your mouth 
that hold your teeth.

jealous Jealous means you are vexed or sad because 
someone else has something that you want.

king Someone or something that rules their land is 
a king.

late Late means past the time that something was 
supposed to happen.

laugh When you laugh, you make sounds to show you 
are happy or that you think something is funny.

look  
forward to

To look forward to something means to be excited 
about something good that is coming or going to 
happen in the future.
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lost When something is lost, we can’t find it.

loud Loud means noisy.

lung Lungs are the parts of our bodies that help us 
breathe.

meal A meal is the food we eat at breakfast, lunch, 
or dinner.

mosquito A mosquito is a tiny insect that bites people and 
gives them malaria.

need When you need something, you have to have it to 
be healthy and well.

pace Your pace is how fast or slowly you are going.

panic To panic is to suddenly be very upset or afraid 
about something.

perform To perform means to do something like sing or 
dance or recite in front of people.

pieces Pieces are little parts of something.

plants Plants are living things that grow out of the 
ground, such as trees, grass, and vegetables.
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pleased Pleased means happy about something.

plenty Plenty means there is a lot of something and 
enough for everyone.

pray To pray is to speak to God.

prey Prey is an animal that is hunted and killed for food.

prize A prize is something given to a winner of a 
contest.

promise When you promise something, you tell someone 
that you will do something.

pump To pump is to force air into something.

rain Rain is the water that falls in drops from the sky.

reach To reach means to stretch your arm to try and get 
something.

renovate To renovate means to tear something down or 
break it all to pieces.

rescue A rescue is the act of saving someone or 
something from getting hurt.
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rice Rice is a grain made from grass that is used 
for food.

rope A rope is a strong and thick line made with string 
or plants twisted together.

round Round means shaped like a circle.

row a boat To row a boat is to move a boat through the water 
by using oars or paddles.

rush  To rush means to go very fast or in a hurry.

safe When you are safe, you are away from danger or 
bad things.

save To save means to stop something from 
getting hurt.

screech To screech means to make a loud, sharp noise.

seeds A seed is a small part of a plant that can grow into 
a new plant.

shiny Something that is shiny reflects light or sparkles.

ship A ship is a large boat.
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shock Shock is when you feel really, really surprised.

shout To shout means to yell loudly.

shut To shut is to close something.

sigh A sigh is a long, slow breath out.

sigh To sigh means to let out a big breath of air 
because you are sad or tired.

sing To sing means to make music with your voice.

smile When we smile, the corners of our mouth turn up.

sneak To sneak means to go somewhere or do 
something secretly.

soft Soft means smooth and not firm or stiff.

sound Sounds are what you hear.

spices Spices are plants that are ground into very small 
pieces and used to add a special taste to food.

steal To steal means to take something that does not 
belong to you without permission.
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strange When something is strange, it is a surprise or 
different from what you expect.

strong When you are strong, you can pick up or push 
heavy things.

thankful When you are thankful, it means you are happy 
about something and give thanks to God for it.

thick Thick means wide or heavy, or not thin.

think To think is to believe something or consider 
something.

throw When you throw, you move something through the 
air with your arm and hand.

thud A thud is a dull, heavy sound made by something 
falling to the ground.

thumb Your thumb is the short, thick finger on your hand.

tie To tie means to use a string or rope to attach 
something.

time Time is the passing of the minutes, hours, days, 
and years.

train A train is a group of cars that move along a 
railroad track.
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tug To tug means to pull something hard or quickly.

village A village is a small town.

visit To visit means to go see and spend time with 
someone.

wait To wait means to stay in one place or not do 
anything until it is time for something to happen.

wake up When we wake up, we stop sleeping. 

war A war is a very bad time of fighting between 
armies or groups of people.

wave A wave is a movement of the ocean as it comes 
toward the coast.

wheels Wheels are circular things that sit under a vehicle 
and help it move.

wing A wing is the part of a bird or insect that helps 
it fly.

wish To wish is to want or hope for something to 
happen.

yawn A yawn is a big breath of air we take in when we 
are tired or bored.
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Grade 1, Volume 2 Songs

Week 19, Day 2

Good Morning to You

Good morning to you
Good morning, dear children.
Good morning to you.

(Source: Activities with English)

Week 19, Day 4

Draw a Circle in the Air

Draw a circle in the air, in the air
Draw a circle in the air, in the air
Draw a circle in the air, and touch your hair
Draw a circle in the air, in the air.
Put your hands up in the air, in the air
Put your hands up in the air, in the air
Put your hands up in the air, and leave them there
Put your hands up in the air, in the air.

(Source: Activities with English)

Week 20

Old MacDonald Had a Farm

Old MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-I-O.
And on that farm he had some cows
E-I-E-I-O.
With a moo-moo here
And a moo-moo there
Here a moo-moo. There a moo-moo
Everywhere a moo-moo.
Old MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-I-O.

Note: Change animals and their sounds:

sheep baa, baa
goat mee, mee
cat meow, meow
duck quack, quack
dog woof, woof
hen cackle, cackle

Week 21, Day 2

There’s a Green Girl in the Ring

There’s a green girl in the ring — ta-la-la-la
There’s a green girl in the ring — ta-la-la-la-la-la
There’s a green girl in the ring — ta-la-la-la
She looks like a sugar in a plum, plum, plum.

There’s a blue boy in the ring — ta-la-la-la, etc. 

(Make up more verses with colors of clothing  
that students are wearing.)

(Source: Boney M)

Week 21, Day 4

One, Two, Three, Four, Five

One, two, three, four, five
Once I caught a fish alive.
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten
Then I let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on my right.

(Source: Activities with English)

Week 22, Day 2

What’s Your Name?

What’s your name?
What’s your name?
Please tell me/us.

My name is
My name is
My name is John.
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Week 22, Day 4

Where Does the Hat Go?

Where does the hat go? On the head.
Where does the shirt go? On the body.
Where does the shoe go? On the feet.
Does the hat go on the feet? No, on the head.
Does the shirt go on the head? No, on the body.

(Source: First steps)

Week 25

A Dog Can Run

A dog can run and a hare can hop,
A fish can swim in the sea.
A frog can jump and a bird can fly,
But none of them can jump like me.

(Source: Activities with English)

Week 26

There’s a Green Girl in the Ring

There’s a green girl in the ring — ta-la-la-la
There’s a green girl in the ring — ta-la-la-la-la-la
There’s a green girl in the ring — ta-la-la-la
She looks like a sugar in a plum, plum, plum.

There’s a blue boy in the ring — ta-la-la-la, etc. 

(Make up more verses with colors of clothing 
that students are wearing.)

(Source: Boney M)

Week 27

Where Are the Lions?

(to the tune of ‘Brother John, are you sleeping?’)

Where are the lions? Where are the lions?
Here we are. Here we are.
What are the lions doing? What are the lions 
doing?
We are jumping. We are jumping.

Note: Repeat the song with different actions.

(Source: J Chiromo, 2006)

Week 28

One, Two, Three, Four, Five

One, two, three, four, five
Once I caught a fish alive.
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten
Then I let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on my right.

(Source: Activities with English)

Week 31

How Many People Live in Your House?

How many people live in your house?
One, my father. Two, my mother
Three, my brother. Four, my sister
There is one more now.
Who is that one?
Five, it’s me.

(Source: Livuza, 2006)
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Week 32

I Like School

(to the tune of ‘Brother John, are you sleeping?’)

I like school. I like school,
School is fun. School is fun.
Let us read together,
Let us read together,
Everyone. Everyone.

Week 33

Old MacDonald Had a Farm

Old MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-I-O.
And on that farm he had some cows
E-I-E-I-O.
With a moo-moo here
And a moo-moo there
Here a moo-moo. There a moo-moo
Everywhere a moo-moo.
Old MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-I-O.

Note: Change animals and their sounds:

sheep baa, baa
goat mee, mee
cat meow, meow
duck quack, quack
dog woof, woof
hen cackle, cackle

Week 34

Cats Sleep Anywhere

Cats sleep anywhere,
On a table,
On a chair.
In the kitchen
By the fire
Under the mat
On the stair 
Cats sleep anywhere.

(Adapted from source: Timve and Tsala)
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Grade 1, Volume 2  
Spelling and Sight Words

Week 19

Spelling Words 
1. ship
2. shut
3. when
4. which
5. check
6. catch
7. much

Sight Words
8. what
9. she

10. her
11. school
12. does 

Week 20

Spelling Words
1. thin
2. thick
3. with
4. day
5. may
6. play
7. stay

Sight Words 
8. one
9. goes

10. line 
 
 
 

Week 21 

Spelling Words 
1. rain
2. train
3. wait
4. tree
5. need
6. sleep
7. green 

Sight Words 
8. very
9. new

10. home 
 
 
 

Week 22

Spelling Words 
1. eat
2. read
3. teach
4. dream
5. came
6. take
7. late 

Sight Words 
8. live
9. these

10. some 
 
 

Week 25

Spelling Words 
1. played
2. cleaned
3. home 
4. rode
5. like
6. fine
7. June

Sight Words 
8. for
9. out

10. was 
 
 

Week 26

Spelling Words 
1. looked
2. asked
3. needed
4. waited
5. sing
6. king
7. thing 
8. lung

Sight Words
9. jungle

10. prey 
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Week 27

Spelling Words 
1. saying
2. raining
3. sleeping
4. reading
5. boat
6. coast
7. goat
8. soap

Sight Words 
9. from

10. could 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 28

Spelling Words 
1. low
2. grow
3. show
4. night
5. light
6. right
7. high

Sight Words 
8. every
9. after

10. heard
11. walk 

 

Week 31

Spelling Words 
1. find
2. kind
3. my
4. cry
5. fly
6. out
7. loud
8. proud
9. sound

Sight Word
10. answer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 32

Spelling Words 
1. now
2. down
3. town
4. dance
5. place
6. face
7. nice

Sight Words 
8. city
9. busy

10. here 
 
 

Week 33

Spelling Words 
1. age
2. page
3. all
4. small
5. tall
6. fall

Sight Words 
7. friends
8. so
9. quiet

10. even

Week 34

Spelling Words 
1. saw
2. draw
3. talk
4. walk
5. thought
6. brought

Sight Words 
7. their
8. body
9. color

10. because 
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Student Activity Book Answer Key  
for Weeks 19–36

Week 19

Day 1: At the top, circle Chimp (×3), branch 
(×2), chat, lunch (×2), and catch. At the bottom, 
write the words Chimp, branch, chat, lunch, 
and catch once each.

Day 3: In the first row, write th (for thumb), tr 
(for trunk), sk (for skunk), cl (for clock). In the 
second row, write tr (for tree), sh (for shirt), and 
sh (for shoe). In the third row, write tr (for train), 
sk (for sky), and sl (for sleep). In the fourth 
row, write cl (for cloud), th (for thunder), th (for 
thirteen), and sl (for slide).

Week 20

Day 1: At the top, circle gray, day (×2), Kay (×3), 
ray, Jay (×2), say, bay, play, lay, stay. At the 
bottom, circle these sentences: 1. There is not 
a lot of sun today., 2. Jay wants to go to the 
bay., 3. Kay and Jay will have a picnic.

Day 3: Circle and write these words: 1. sail, 
2. tail, 3. rain, 4. pain, 5. paint. Draw a picture 
of each sentence beside it.

Week 21

Day 1: At the top, write seen, green, queen, 
screen. At the bottom: 1. Circle bee and tree 
and draw a line to the picture of the bee. 
2. Circle feed and sheep and draw a line to 
the picture of the lamb. 3. Circle need and 
sweep and draw a line to the picture of the 
broom. 4. Circle sleeps and draw a line to the 
picture of a man sleeping in bed. 5. Circle feet 
and draw a line to the picture of the pair of 
socks. 6. Circle greet and queen and draw a 
line to the picture of the queen. 7. Circle see 
and three and draw a line to the picture of 
the nails. 

Day 3: At the top, circle beach, seashells, sea, 
meat, tea, eaten, sunbeam, daydream. At the 
bottom, write: weekend, week, end; seashells, 
sea, shells; sunbeam, sun, beam; daydream, 
day, dream; sunset, sun, set; raindrops, rain, 
drops. 

Week 22

Day 1: At the top, circle Jake (×5), Kate (×5), 
games, lake, chase, shade. At the bottom, 
inside the circle for “Jake,” write dog and jump 
in the lake. Inside the circle for “same,” write 
pets, play games, and sleep in the shade. 
Inside the circle for “Kate,” write cat and 
chase rats.

Day 3: Under __ote, write note, vote, wrote, 
quote. Under __ole, write role, pole, hole, 
stole. Under __one, write bone, shone, lone, 
stone. Under __oke, write joke, woke, broke, 
smoke.

Week 23

Day 1: At the top, draw a line between close 
and closed, dim and dimmed, rain and 
rained, pose and posed, pin and pinned, 
save and saved, pain and pained, smell and 
smelled, stay and stayed, tug and tugged. At 
the bottom, write dreamed, nailed, named, 
seemed, waved.

Week 24 Assessment

Alphabet Recognition and Phonics: 1. sleep, 
2. such, 3. same, 4. seat, 5. safe, 6. braid, 
7. backbone, 8. bay, 9. broke, 10. bath

Spelling and Sight Words: 1. dream, 2. play, 
3. sleep, 4. came, 5. much, 6. thin, 7. thick, 
8. need, 9. home, 10. very
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Written Vocabulary: 1. think, 2. check, 3. thick, 
4. bait, 5. tug, 6. train, 7. brave, 8. dream, 
9. bone, 10. plants

Reading Comprehension: 1. Hawa and Beth; 
2. on a train; 3. Sam Prat; 4. the sea, or the 
beach; 5. They ride a train.; 6. They dream 
about coming back. 

Week 25

Day 1: At the top, read hid, write e, and read 
hide; read rip, write e, and read ripe; read rid, 
write e, and read ride; read tim, write e, and 
read time; read bit, write e, and read bite; read 
rud, write e, and read rude; read slid, write e, 
and read slide; read Jun, write e, and read 
June; read kit, write e, and read kite; read dun, 
write e, and read dune. At the bottom, write 
i as the vowel for each word, read the words 
nine, tire, smile, line, and bike, and draw a 
picture for one of the words.

Day 3: At the top, circle wanted, dropped, 
fished, jumped, grabbed, fish. At the bottom, 
circle ed in each word. Under /t/, write looked, 
asked, wished, checked. Under /əd/, write 
needed, waited, handed, heated.

Week 26

Day 1: At the top, write king, bring, swing, 
thing, cling, fling. At the bottom, circle ng 
in each word. Draw a line from sting to the 
picture of a bee, from sing to the picture of a 
boy singing, from wing to the picture of the 
bird’s wing, and from ring to the picture of 
the ring.

Day 3: 1. At the top: 1. Circle smiling and draw 
a line to the picture of two men smiling. 2. 
Circle ringing and draw a line to the picture of 
the bell. 3. Circle reading and draw a line to 
the picture of the girl reading a book. 4. Circle 
running and draw a line to the picture of the 
boy running. 5. Circle listening and draw a 
line to the picture of the boy listening. At the 
bottom, write 1. sleeping, 2. waiting, 3. playing, 
4. eating.

Week 27

Day 1: At the top, write road, coat, toast, and 
float on the road. At the bottom, write 1. boat 
and float, and 2. road.

Day 3: At the top, under oa, write coat, goal, 
road, float, load, foam, loan. Under ow, write 
slow, own, throw, blow, grow, flow, snow. At 
the bottom, write 1. slow, 2. grow.

Week 28

Day 1: At the top, write might, tight, sight, 
bright, fright, flight. At the bottom: 1. Circle 
fight and draw a line to the picture of the kids 
fighting. 2. Circle sighs and draw a line to the 
picture of the sad girl. 3. Circle light and draw 
a line to the picture of the lamp. 4. Circle high 
and draw a line to the picture of the tree. 5. 
Circle night and draw a line to the picture of 
the moon. 

Day 3: At the top, circle find, bright, right, 
sighed, night, high, kind. At the bottom, circle 
these sentences: 1. Faith helps Yah. 2. Yah 
wanted to find her beads. 3. Faith said to look 
up high. 4. Yah was glad to find the beads. 5. It 
was kind of Faith to help Yah.

Week 29

Day 1: At the top, write by, my, cry, dry, sky, try, 
why, fly. At the bottom, write 1. cry, 2. fly, 3. sky.

Week 30 Assessment

Sounds: 1. fight, 2. float, 3. find, 4. fly, 5. fling, 
6. might, 7. white, 8. wished, 9. mind, 10. wing

Spelling and Sight Words: 1. grow, 2. sing, 
3. sleeping, 4. king, 5. fine, 6. coast, 7. night, 
8. could, 9. from, 10. after

Written Vocabulary: 1. time, 2. wish, 3. prey, 
4. pump, 5. smile, 6. deep, 7. wave, 8. thud, 
9. bump, 10. coast

Reading Comprehension: 1. Fatima and Sam; 
2. to see Sam; 3. play, run; 4. Her football team 
lost.; 5. Yes, Sam saw her cry.; 6. He wanted to 
be close to Fatima because she was sad. 
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Week 31

Day 1: At the top, write bound, found, mound, 
pound, sound, ground. At the bottom, write 
1. count, 2. mouse, 3. round, 4. house, 5. cloud.

Day 3: At the top, under ou write shout, sound, 
ouch, loud, out, found. Under ow, write owl, 
cow, frown, now, growl, gown. At the bottom, 
write 1. frown, 2. cow.

Week 32

Day 1: At the top, write 1. race, 2. cell, 3. face, 
4. prince, 5. fence, 6. dance. At the bottom, 
circle cell, space, grace, fence, trace, lace, 
brace, place, dance.

Day 3: At the top, write 1. gem, 2. bridge, 
3. huge, 4. cage, 5. edge. At the bottom, circle 
judge, large, bridge, gym, cage, gentle.

Week 33

Day 1: At the top, write ball, call, fall, hall, 
mall, small, stall, tall, wall. At the bottom, write 
sentences with three of the words.

Day 3: Write 1. saw, 2. crawling, 3. yawning, 
4. lawn, 5. claw, 6. draw, 7. paws, 8. walk.

Week 34

Day 1: At the top, circle bought, brought (×2), 
and thought. At the bottom, write 1. T, 2. T, 3. 
F, 4. T, 5. F.

Day 3: At the top: 1. Draw a line from strong 
to It is not weak. 2. Draw a line from cloth to 
You make clothes with this. 3. Draw a line from 
long to It is not short. 4. Draw a line from song 
to You can sing this. 5. Draw a line from cost to 
This is how much you pay. At the bottom, write 
a sentence for each word and draw a picture 
of one of the sentences.

Week 35

Day 1: At the top, write 1. dead, 2. breath, 
3. sweat, 4. spread, 5. thread. At the bottom, 
write a sentence with head and draw a picture 
to go with it.

Week 36 Assessment

Phonics: 1. pound, 2. pace, 3. plow, 4. page, 
5. peace,6. chalk, 7. bought, 8. cost, 9. cage, 
10. cow

Spelling and Sight Words: 1. small, 2. dance, 
3. sound, 4. walk, 5. brought, 6. page, 7. city, 
8. here, 9. body, 10. because

Written Vocabulary: 1. pace, 2. need, 3. shout, 
4. frown, 5. round, 6. bright, 7. yawn, 8. jaws, 
9. soft, 10. wing

Reading Comprehension: 1. nonfiction; 
2. storks; 3. They have long, thin legs.;  
4. You can see them in the wild not just in a 
zoo.; 5. a bird’s mouth.; 6. They eat fish. 
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Supplementary Reader Questions and Answers
DOGS CAN HELP (Grade 1)
1. What is this book about? (dogs that help people)
2. What is one special thing about hunter dogs? (They are very fast.)

3. What do watchdogs do? (They protect people, homes, and other animals.) 

4. What is one way that a dog can help a person who cannot see? (A dog can guide someone 
who cannot see.)

5. Is this book fiction or nonfiction? (nonfiction)

FLAG DAY (Grade 1)
1. Who is the main character in the story? (Eli)
2. How does he feel at the beginning of the story? (Eli is sad.)

3. Who visits the class? (Eli’s Uncle Tamba)

4. What does Uncle Tamba tell the class about? (the flag)

5. What do Eli and Uncle Tamba do together? (draw and color a flag, watch a parade together)

LOOKING UP (Grade 1)
1. Who is the main character in the story? (Asatu)
2. What time of day does the story take place? (at night)

3. Who is the other character in the story? (Asatu’s father)

4. What do the characters talk about? (the stars, the sun, and the moon)

5. What does Asatu dream that night? (that she was in a rocket flying to the moon)

NEW AT SCHOOL (Grade 1)
1. Who is the main character in the story? ( Suah)
2. What does Suah want to do? (He wants to make friends.)

3. What happens first in the story? (A boy says Suah looks funny and the children laugh and 
run away.)

4. How does Suah solve his problem? (He is kind, he shares and helps others, and runs fast.)

5. What is the message of this story? (Be kind and helpful and you will have friends.)

A QUILT FOR A QUEEN (Grade 1)
1. Is this story fiction with made-up characters or a true story about a real person? (true story)
2. Who is the story about? (Martha Ann Ricks)

3. What was Martha very good at doing? (sewing)

4. Who did Martha admire? (the young queen of England)

5. What did Martha give the queen? (a quilt that she had made)
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RAINY SEASON, DRY SEASON (Grade 1)
1. Who are the characters in the story? (Kou and Dweh)
2. How are Kou and Dweh different? (They like different seasons, they like to do different 

things, etc.)

3. What do Kou and Dweh like at night? (Kou likes big storms, and Dweh likes the stars.)

4. What do Kou and Dweh agree on at the end? (that both seasons are fun)

5. Do you like the rainy season or the dry season better? Why? (Answers will vary.)

SIT, MONKEY (Grade 1)
1. What is the name of the dog in the story? (Zip)
2. What does the boy want to do? (He wants to teach Zip tricks.)

3. What is the problem in the story? (Zip will not do tricks.)

4. What kind of person is the boy in the story? (He is patient.)

5. Retell the story. (The boy tries to teach Zip to sit, lie down, and lift his paw, but Zip will not. 
The boy tries to play catch with Zip and a monkey catches the ball. The boy will teach the 
monkey tricks.)

SPIDER AND THE HONEY TREE (Grade 1)
1. What is the problem in this story? (Spider wants all the fruits.)
2. What is the first tree that the girl brings Spider to? (the plum tree)

3. What does Spider eat after the plums? (all the bananas)

4. What does the girl know about Spider? (She knows that he is greedy.)

5. What does the girl do to solve the problem? (She leads Spider to the honey tree, where he eats 
so much that he gets fat and cannot get out.)

TEN HENS (Grade 1)
1. Who is the main character in the story? (Tina)
2. What does her grandfather ask her to do? (He asks her to count the hens.)

3. What is the problem Tina has? (The hens look alike and so are hard to count.)

4. What does Tina do to solve her problem? (She ties a piece of different-colored yarn to each 
hen so she can tell them apart. She makes a chart and counts the hens.)

5. Tell about a time you had a problem and thought of a way to solve it. (Answers will vary.)

WHERE IS LIBERIA? (Grade 1)
1. Is this book fiction or nonfiction? (nonfiction)
2. What continent is Liberia on? (Africa)

3. What is the name of the ocean that is next to Liberia? (the Atlantic Ocean)

4. What does a compass rose on a map show? (the directions north, south, east, and west)

5. What does this book use to answer the question “Where is Liberia?” (maps)
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ANIMALS IN DANGER (Grade 2)
1. What is the topic of this book? (the different animals that live in Liberia)
2. What do the headings tell you? (They tell you the animals you are about to read about.)

3. What is the difference between an African elephant and a forest elephant? (A forest elephant is 
smaller and lives in the forest.)

4. According to the book, why are these animals in danger? (They are in danger because people 
hunt them and destroy their homes.)

5. What can a national park do to help animals? (A national park keeps animals safe.)

CLEVER LITTLE ANTELOPE (Grade 2)
1. What is Leopard’s problem in the story? (she needs a helper)
2. What is the plot in this story? (One by one the animals try to pass Leopard’s test to become her 

helper.)

3. What tasks does Leopard ask the animals to do? (perform the Dance of War and Peace, throw 
a spear, and count to ten before it hits the ground)

4. What characters try to pass the test? (Elephant, Buffalo, and Antelope)

5. Why is Antelope clever? (He counts by twos so he can reach ten before the spear lands.)

FINDING FRIENDS (Grade 2)
1. Who is the main character in this story? (Ada)
2. What is Ada’s problem? (She and her family have moved to Monrovia, and she does not have 

any friends.)

3. Who does Ada meet at the park? (Akila and Fadil)

4. What does Ada think of the city? (It is noisy.)

5. What happens to Max? (He runs off to chase birds, and Ada, Akila, and Fadil must find him.)

GB FOR LUNCH (Grade 2)
1. Who is the main character in the story? (Dolo)
2. Where does the story take place? (in the country at Dolo’s grandmother’s house)

3. What job does grandmother have for Dolo? (to help her get the cassava ready to make GB)

4. Do they use a blender or a mortar and pestle to make the GB? (They use a mortar and pestle.)

5. Whose favorite lunch was GB and soup? (It was Dolo’s father’s favorite lunch.)

A PERFECT PET FOR PAYE (Grade 2)
1. Who is the main character in the story? (Paye)
2. What does Paye want? (He wants a pet.)

3. What pets do his friends have? (Tom has a lizard, and Muna has a rabbit.)

4. What does Paye find? (a puppy)

5. Who comes to Paye’s house? (the man whose dog is the puppy’s mother)
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POEMS OF LIBERIA (Grade 2)
1. What do you find in a poem that you do not find in a story? (rhyming words, stanzas)
2. What is special about the poem “All Hail Liberia”? (It is a poem and a song.)

3. What is special about the poem “Giving Trees”? (Its words are arranged so it looks like a tree.)

4. Read the poems “What Am I?” and “Who Are You?” What are the answers to their questions? 
(a monkey and a forest elephant)

5. According to the poem, when should you palava? (when you feel sad or angry and you need to 
talk to someone)

SO MANY PEOPLE, SO MANY JOBS! (Grade 2)
1. Where are the girl and her mother going? (to the hospital)
2. Who does the girl meet at the market? (a famer who grows yams, her teacher, and her 

teacher’s sister)

3. How is the hospital different from the market? (It is much quieter than the market.)

4. What is the theme of this story? (People do many different jobs for different reasons.)

5. What job do you think the girl will do when she grows up? (Answers will vary.)

THANKSGIVING DAY (Grade 2)
1. Why does Arway’s father call her clever? (He says she is clever because she notices that a light 

is on in Miss Elisabeth’s house and realizes that Miss Elisabeth is home.)
2. What is the problem in this story? (Miss Elisabeth is alone on Thanksgiving.)

3. What is Arway’s idea? (She thinks they should invite Miss Elisabeth to join them at the beach.)

4. What do Arway and Miss Elisabeth do at the beach? (They play in the sand, swim, and dance.)

5. What is the theme of this story? (It is good to ask people who are alone to join your celebration.)

WHERE IS FATUMA? (Grade 2)
1. Who is telling this story? (A girl named Zoe)
2. What is Zoe’s problem? (She is getting letters from her friend Fatuma, but she does not know 

where Fatuma is sending them from.)

3. What animal did Fatuma see? (a pygmy hippopotamus)

4. What is unusual about the last letter? (It does not have a stamp on it.)

5. How does the story end? (Fatuma comes home from her trip.)

WILD WEATHER (Grade 2)
1. What is the topic of this book? (different kinds of wild weather)
2. What happens during a rain storm? (dark clouds form, lightning flashes, thunder booms, rain 

falls very hard, and wind makes the trees dance)

3. What can rain become in a very cold place? (snow)

4. In what way does weather science help people? (It helps people be ready for different kinds 
of weather.)

5. Is this book fiction or nonfiction? (nonfiction)
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Grade 1, Volume 2
Oral Reading 

Fluency Assessments
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ORAL READING FLUENCY ASSESSMENTS

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE TEACHER
Every week you may assess the oral reading fluency of a sample of your students and record the 
number of words they read correctly per minute. Fluency is an important reading skill because 
as students gain ease and speed in word recognition, they are able to devote more attention to 
comprehension, which is the ultimate goal of reading. Assessing your students’ reading fluency at 
multiple points throughout the school year will allow you to track their progress in this important skill 
and to give special attention to those who need help. It is normal for students to progress at different 
rates. Ensuring that they are improving over time is more important than any particular score at one 
point in time. Through regular assessment, you can also monitor each student’s individual progress 
toward the national benchmarks for fluency.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Locate the assessment assigned for the current marking period. Prepare these materials:

• The student text sheet (remove from this guide)

• The scoring sheet

• A pencil for marking the scoring sheet

• A timer

Prepare a quiet place set apart from the other students. Identify the students you plan to assess, and 
instruct them to join you one at a time in quick succession. However, they should wait their turn at an 
adequate distance so that they cannot overhear the other students reading the passage.

DURING THE ASSESSMENT
Write the first student’s name above the first passage on the scoring sheet. Set the timer for 
60 seconds. Show the first student the student text sheet. Read these instructions aloud:

Here is a short story. I want you to read it aloud, quickly but carefully. When I say “Begin,” read 
the story as best as you can. If you come to a word you do not know, go on to the next word. 
Point to the first word. Ready? Begin.

Start the timer when the student reads the first word.

As the student reads, follow along on your copy of the scoring sheet. With your pencil, mark with a 
slash ( / ) any words the student skips or reads incorrectly. 

If the student makes an error and then corrects it on his or her own, count it as correct. If you have 
already marked the word as incorrect, circle over the slashed word ( ø ) to remind yourself to count it 
as correct.

Stay quiet except when the student hesitates for 3 seconds. Do not read the word for the student. 
Point to the next word and say, “Please go on.” Mark the skipped word as incorrect. 

When 60 seconds is up, say “Stop.” Mark the final word read with a bracket ( ] ).

Thank and dismiss the student. Repeat with the next student.
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AFTER THE ASSESSMENT
You may wait to calculate each score until you have finished assessing all students.

To calculate the student’s score, write in line A of the scoring sheet the number of the last word that 
the student read before the time was up.

Count the number of words that the student missed (skipped or read incorrectly) up until the last 
word read. Write this number in line B. 

Subtract the number in line B from the number in line A. This is the number of words that the student 
read correctly. Write this number in line C.

Record the score in line C in your gradebook.

 
Example:

Student Name: ___________________________________

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. Jen has a hen. That hen sees 

a bug. The hen does not see the fox. Jen went after the fox. 

The hen gets the bug. The hen is glad. Jen is glad. Jen has 

eggs to sell in the shop.

A.  # of last word read: ______

B.  # of words missed: ______

C.  A – B = ______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

1 12

23

32 43

464544 47 48 49

33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42

24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Patience

21

3

18
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Oral Reading Fluency  
Passage 1

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. 
Jen has a hen.
That hen sees a bug. 
The hen does not see the fox. 
Jen went after the fox. 
The hen gets the bug.
The hen is glad. Jen is glad.
Jen has eggs to sell in a shop.

Weeks  19–23
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ORAL READING FLUENCY ASSESSMENT PASSAGE 1 (WEEKS 19–23) SCORING SHEET

Student Name: _____________________________________

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. Jen has a hen. That hen sees 

a bug. The hen does not see the fox. Jen went after the fox. 

The hen gets the bug. The hen is glad. Jen is glad. Jen has 

eggs to sell in the shop.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. Jen has a hen. That hen sees 

a bug. The hen does not see the fox. Jen went after the fox. 

The hen gets the bug. The hen is glad. Jen is glad. Jen has 

eggs to sell in the shop.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. Jen has a hen. That hen sees 

a bug. The hen does not see the fox. Jen went after the fox. 

The hen gets the bug. The hen is glad. Jen is glad. Jen has 

eggs to sell in the shop.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. Jen has a hen. That hen sees 

a bug. The hen does not see the fox. Jen went after the fox. 

The hen gets the bug. The hen is glad. Jen is glad. Jen has 

eggs to sell in the shop.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Jen wants to sell eggs in a shop. Jen has a hen. That hen sees 

a bug. The hen does not see the fox. Jen went after the fox. 

The hen gets the bug. The hen is glad. Jen is glad. Jen has 

eggs to sell in the shop.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

 44 45 46 47 48 49

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

 44 45 46 47 48 49

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

 44 45 46 47 48 49

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

 44 45 46 47 48 49

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

 44 45 46 47 48 49
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Oral Reading Fluency  
Passage 2

Beth and Jane had fun. 
They hopped. They ran fast. 
They made up games. 
They went to the beach to get shells.
One day, Jane got sick. She could  
not play. 
Beth missed Jane. Beth baked a cake  
for Jane. 
When Jane got well, Beth smiled. 

Weeks  25–29
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ORAL READING FLUENCY ASSESSMENT PASSAGE 2 (WEEKS 25–29) SCORING SHEET

Student Name: _____________________________________

Beth and Jane had fun. They hopped. They ran fast. They 

made up games. They went to the beach to get shells. One 

day, Jane got sick. She could not play. Beth missed Jane. Beth 

baked a cake for Jane. When Jane got well, Beth smiled.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Beth and Jane had fun. They hopped. They ran fast. They 

made up games. They went to the beach to get shells. One 

day, Jane got sick. She could not play. Beth missed Jane. Beth 

baked a cake for Jane. When Jane got well, Beth smiled.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Beth and Jane had fun. They hopped. They ran fast. They 

made up games. They went to the beach to get shells. One 

day, Jane got sick. She could not play. Beth missed Jane. Beth 

baked a cake for Jane. When Jane got well, Beth smiled.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Beth and Jane had fun. They hopped. They ran fast. They 

made up games. They went to the beach to get shells. One 

day, Jane got sick. She could not play. Beth missed Jane. Beth 

baked a cake for Jane. When Jane got well, Beth smiled.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Beth and Jane had fun. They hopped. They ran fast. They 

made up games. They went to the beach to get shells. One 

day, Jane got sick. She could not play. Beth missed Jane. Beth 

baked a cake for Jane. When Jane got well, Beth smiled.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46
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Oral Reading Fluency  
Passage 3

Pat saw bright sunshine. 
Birds chirped in the low treetops.
Pat sniffed as she woke up.
Mom was baking bread. 
She walked to the barn to do 
her chores. 
She fed the goat. She swept  
the bare yard. 
She did not mind helping Mom  
with chores. 
After chores, she and Mom could sing. 

Weeks  31–35
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ORAL READING FLUENCY ASSESSMENT PASSAGE 3 (WEEKS 31–35) SCORING SHEET

Student Name: _____________________________________

Pat saw bright sunshine. Birds chirped in the low treetops. Pat sniffed 

as she woke up. Mom was baking bread. She walked to the barn to 

do her chores. She fed the goat. She swept the bare yard. She did not 

mind helping Mom with chores. After chores, she and Mom could sing.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Pat saw bright sunshine. Birds chirped in the low treetops. Pat sniffed 

as she woke up. Mom was baking bread. She walked to the barn to 

do her chores. She fed the goat. She swept the bare yard. She did not 

mind helping Mom with chores. After chores, she and Mom could sing.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Pat saw bright sunshine. Birds chirped in the low treetops. Pat sniffed 

as she woke up. Mom was baking bread. She walked to the barn to 

do her chores. She fed the goat. She swept the bare yard. She did not 

mind helping Mom with chores. After chores, she and Mom could sing.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Pat saw bright sunshine. Birds chirped in the low treetops. Pat sniffed 

as she woke up. Mom was baking bread. She walked to the barn to 

do her chores. She fed the goat. She swept the bare yard. She did not 

mind helping Mom with chores. After chores, she and Mom could sing.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

Pat saw bright sunshine. Birds chirped in the low treetops. Pat sniffed 

as she woke up. Mom was baking bread. She walked to the barn to 

do her chores. She fed the goat. She swept the bare yard. She did not 

mind helping Mom with chores. After chores, she and Mom could sing.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______ 
Correct Words Per Minute

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53
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