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Foreword

Read Liberia Activity

February 17, 2020

Dear School Authorities, Teachers, Parents, Community Members, and Students,

I am pleased to introduce the revised Read Liberia Activity series of books for students in 

Grades 1 and 2 to help them learn to read fl uently and to understand what they have read.

For each grade, there is a set of four books, which should be used together: one Student 

Activity Book, one Let’s Read book, and two Teacher Instructional Guides.

• The Student Activity Book is to be used daily by the students in class and at home.

• The Let’s Read book is a class reader, and, like the fi rst book, should be used daily 

by the students, both in class and at home.

• The other two books in the set are the Teacher Instructional Guides (one for Semester 1 

and the other for Semester 2), which provide daily lesson plans for teachers. The 

Teacher Instructional Guides are to be used together with the student books.

The Ministry of Education, Republic of Liberia, is confi dent that if these revised materials 

are used systematically and correctly throughout the year, students will develop good basic 

reading skills by the end of Grade 2, and these reading skills will help their learning in other 

subjects throughout their academic career as they use their skills to read for understanding. 

The Ministry, therefore, expects the books to be well used, starting in the 2020–21 school year.

The Read Liberia Activity series of books is the result of more than 10 years of work on 

early grade reading in Liberia, informed by international scientifi c research on the very best 

ways to teach children to read. Teachers and parents who previously encountered the USAID 

Read Liberia Activity series of books will recognize some of the lessons, stories, and 

activities that are featured there. The new, revised materials are an improved and expanded 

version, based on feedback received from teachers and schools over the years.

I extend sincere thanks and appreciation to all those who worked tirelessly to produce the 

Read Liberia Activity series. I wish to single out the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) for their fi nancial and technical support, without which this publication 

would not have been possible.

Offi ce of the Minister

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
3rd Street, Sinkor

MONROVIA, LIBERIA
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Special thanks go to the officials from the Department of Instruction of the Ministry of Education, 

especially those in the Center of Excellence for Curriculum and Textbook Research. Special 

thanks also go to the Departments of Administration and Planning of the Ministry, for their 

considerable inputs in the review of the materials. I acknowledge the technical leadership 

of RTI International and the valuable contribution of Brattle Publishing Group in content 

development, book design, and production.

Finally, I appeal to parents, community members, and other people working in or supporting 

education to encourage reading at school and in the home. This is the foundation of quality 

education, which helps to guarantee a promising future for our children and, by extension, 

Liberia.

Let’s transform Liberia into an educated nation and a literate society by cultivating reading 

as a habit, especially for school-age children, whether in school or out of school. This is 

the beginning of confidence-building for children’s lifelong learning. Parents, teachers, and 

school leaders, please ensure that your students at all levels, especially in early grades, 

adopt reading into their habits, because good reading skills foster understanding, both of 

which are the most dependable learning tools. 

Thanks to all the contributors and sponsors.

Regards,

Prof. D. Ansu Sonii, Sr.
Minister
Ministry of Education
Republic of Liberia

Foreword: Read Liberia Activity
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Welcome to Read Liberia Activity. This multi-year program, which was built on the foundation laid by 
its predecessor, the Liberia Teacher Training Program, was developed to help you teach the critical 
skills and strategies introduced in the Liberian National Curriculum and those necessary for students 
to become fluent readers. Read Liberia Activity includes systematic instruction in phonological 
awareness, phonics, spelling, and comprehension. It also includes an assessment system that you 
can apply to capture student performance data, determine mastery levels, and make data-driven 
decisions about your instruction and remediation. Lessons are provided through a teacher-friendly 
instruction guide, a separate student activity book, and a student reader. Supplementary readers 
also provide additional opportunities for independent reading. 

Project Components
Read Liberia Activity has four main components: a teacher instruction guide, a student activity book, 
a student reader titled Let’s Read, and a series of supplementary readers. 

Teacher Instruction Guide
The Teacher Instruction Guide is the main instructional tool. It guides you in important reading skills 
and strategies needed to develop fluent readers. The Teacher Instruction Guide must be followed 
closely to ensure that students achieve the full benefit of the project. The Teacher Instruction 
Guide contains the program’s pedagogical philosophy, weekly skill planners and daily lessons in 
reading instruction, weekly reviews with differentiated instruction activities that provide re-teaching 
opportunities, benchmark oral fluency and accuracy assessments, and a complete answer key to the 
Student Activity Book. 

Reading Skill Overview/Weekly Lesson Plans
Each week begins with an overview of the skills 
that will be taught each day. You can use these 
weekly planners to organize your instruction.

Using Read Liberia Activity

Week 4 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1)

pages 62–65
Tuesday (Day 2)

pages 66–69
Wednesday (Day 3)

pages 70–73
Thursday (Day 4)

pages 74–77
Friday (Day 5)
pages 78–80

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read and spell words 
with i + consonant + 
silent e.

Read words with ar. Read words with ew. • Review i + 
consonant + 
silent e.

• Review ar, ew.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling life, like, time, hide, 
white

farm, hard, car, few, 
grew

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

village, work, city, 
different, could, miss

village, work, city, 
different, could, miss

Reading 
Comprehension

“Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia”

“Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia”

Differentiated 
review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Kwenah Goes 
to Monrovia”

Differentiated 
review

Oral Vocabulary
meat, gone, afraid, 
decide, a little while

Read-Aloud “Muhammad Goes to 
the Market”

“Muhammad Goes to 
the Market”

Shared Writing

Identify prepositional 
phrases.

Write sentences 
with nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, 
and prepositional 
phrases.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 11 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 12 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia”

• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Kwenah 
Goes to Monrovia.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “My Trip to Monrovia” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “My Trip to Monrovia” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made 
of a sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to 
recognize and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a 
literal comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis 
of main ideas and supporting details • Fluently read grade-level texts • 
Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read. 

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, middle, and end of 
a story • Retell a story • Identify characters, setting, events, and plot in 
a story • Identify the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly 
• Write sentences using spelling and sight words • Read diverse types 
of writings • Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea and facts in 
a nonfiction text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize the elements of 
diverse types of writings • Name and identify some types of adjectives 
• Write descriptive sentences • Demonstrate knowledge of new words • 
Use vocabulary words in sentences • Organize ideas for writing • Read 
words with variant word patterns • Identify the sequence of a text • Spell 
high-frequency and subject-related words • Demonstrate understanding 
of vocabulary and related subject words in context • Use charts and 
graphic organizers to add details to writings • Write independently • 
Read diverse texts fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 61
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Week 4 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) Tuesday (Day 2)

Homework

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

Indicates page numbers
for full lesson plans

The left-hand column shows the 
key areas of instruction.

The Homework row shows each 
day’s assignment at a glance.

Differentiated Instruction activities 
on Day 5 provide customized activity 
options that remediate skill gaps or 
extend critical skills.

The week’s skills and strategies are 
correlated to the Liberia Ministry of 
Education’s National Standards for 
Reading and Comprehension.

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read and spell words 
with 
silent 

Spelling life, like, time, hide, 
white

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

village, work, city, 
different, could, miss

Reading 
Comprehension

“Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia”

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Oral Vocabulary

Read-Aloud

Shared Writing

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 

Shared Writing

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2vi

G2_TIGV1_FM_R5.indd   6G2_TIGV1_FM_R5.indd   6 5/25/20   10:25 AM5/25/20   10:25 AM



Daily Reading Lesson Plans
The daily reading lesson plans are the primary instructional tool. The lessons provide 
skill instruction, with opportunities for students to practice and apply the skills.

Week
4

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with ar
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words meat, 
gone, afraid, decide, a 
little while 

• Listen to and 
comprehend 
“Muhammad Goes to the 
Market” 

• Write sentences with 
nouns, adjectives, 
verbs, and prepositional 
phrases 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book

Day
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
Today we will read words with the letters ar. We will learn some new 

vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then we will write 
sentences with nouns, adjectives, verbs, and prepositional phrases.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Yesterday we 
learned about the 
silent e. Today we 
will learn about the 
letters ar. When the 
letters a and r come  r come  r
together, they sound 
like the name of the 
letter r, /är/.

Point to star. 
Underline ar. Here 
I see the letters a
and r. Together they 
make the sound 
/är/. The word is 
/s/–/t/–/är/, star.

Let’s do it 
together. 

Point under ar.  Say 
the sound with me: 
/är/.

Point to star. Point 
under ar. What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
letters a and r. What 
sound do they make 
together? /är/.

Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/s/–/t/–/är/, star. 

Repeat with: dark, 
part, 

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point under ar.  Say 
the sound. (/är/)

Point to mark. Point 
under ar. What 
letters do you see 
here? (the letters a
and r)r)r What sound do 
they make together? 
(/är/)

Read the whole 
word. (/m/–/är/–/k/, 
mark) mark) mark

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 
For sharp, remind 
students that the 
letters sh together 
make one sound, /sh/.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 26666

Week 4 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. meat Meat. Meat is food that comes from an animal. 
For example, the meat in a stew could come from a 
cow. What other types of meat do we eat?

2. gone Gone. When something is gone, it is no longer 
there. For example, when I went to visit my friend, 
she was gone. She wasn’t there. Have you ever 
tried to visit someone who was gone? (Help 
individuals respond in well-formed sentences using 
gone.)

3. afraid Afraid. To be afraid is to be scared or worried 
about something. For example, I can say that I am 
afraid of snakes because they may bite me. Name 
something that you are afraid of. (e.g., spiders, etc.)
When I am afraid, my face looks like this. (Make 
a fearful face.) Show me what your face looks like 
when you are afraid.

4. decide Decide. To decide means to make a choice 
about something. For example, if your mother 
sends you to the market to buy some tomatoes 
other food), you have to decide which tomatoes 
to buy. Do you buy these tomatoes or those 
tomatoes? You have to decide. What other kinds of 
things do you have to decide? (e.g., which game to 
play with friends, etc.)

5. a little while A little while. A little while is a short amount 
of time. For example, in a little while we will go 
outside to play (or other activity)
we do in a little while? (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using a little while.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
Now I’m going to read to you a new story called “Muhammad Goes to 

the Market.” Please turn to page 246 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the story will be about.

Muhammad Goes to 
the Market

Let’s Read, Grade 2246246 Week 4

meat  gone  afraid  decide  
a little while

Week
4

Let’s Read page 246Let’s Read page 246Let’s Read

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 6767
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Students will be able to:

Day
2

INTRODUCTION
Today we will read words with the letters 

vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then we will write 
sentences with nouns, adjectives, verbs, and prepositional phrases.

1 MIN.
. We will learn some new 

Indicates the week and the day of 
the lesson—lessons are provided 
for each day of the week

A list of objectives for 
each day of instruction

Daily Check:
ar

star
dark
part
mark

mark
sharp
card
arm
bark

A list of materials
that you and 
your students will 
need to complete 
the day’s lesson

Each day’s 
Introduction
tells the students 
what they will be 
doing that day.

12 MIN.

Sections include an estimate of 
how long the section might take.

Repeat with: dark, 
part, and mark.

 Call on 2 students to read one word each.

Repeat with: 
 mark

 Call on 2 students to read one word each.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

Phonics and Word Study teaches 
students how to associate a 
specific letter (or spelling) with a 
sound. They learn to sound out 
words and read them. 

is to be scared or worried 
about something. For example, I can say that I am 
afraid of snakes because they may bite me. Name 

(e.g., spiders, etc.)
(Make 

 Show me what your face looks like 

means to make a choice 

is to be scared or worried 
about something. For example, I can say that I am 
afraid of snakes because they may bite me. Name 

(e.g., spiders, etc.)

means to make a choice 
For example, if your mother 

sends you to the market to buy some tomatoes 
, you have to decide which tomatoes 

to buy. Do you buy these tomatoes or those 
tomatoes? You have to decide. What other kinds of 

(e.g., which game to 

is a short amount 
of time. For example, in a little while we will go 

(or other activity). What else could 
(Help individuals respond in 

a little while.)

means to make a choice 
For example, if your mother 

sends you to the market to buy some tomatoes (or 
, you have to decide which tomatoes 

to buy. Do you buy these tomatoes or those 
tomatoes? You have to decide. What other kinds of 

(e.g., which game to 

is a short amount 

Oral Vocabulary appears in 
Days 2 and 4 of each week. 
These are words students hear 
and say during Read-Aloud 
activities.

  Speaking icons indicate that you should say the bolded 
words aloud to the class. 

  The check mark icon is a quick check that you can use 
to determine if students understand the instruction. 

  The Homework icon shows practice work to be done 
outside of the classroom. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 vii
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Week
4

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ew
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words village, work, 
city, different, could, miss 

• Read and comprehend 
“Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

Day
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
Today we will read and spell words with the letters ew. We will also ew. We will also ew

review our vocabulary words and read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” 
together again.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

This week we 
learned about the 
letters i and silent 
e, and the letters ar. 
Today we will learn 
about the letters ew. ew. ew
In today’s words, 
the letters e and w
together make the 
sound /ū/. 

Point to new. 
Underline ew.  Here 
I see the letters e
and w. Together they w. Together they w
make the sound /ū/. 
The word is /n/–/ū/, 
new. new. new

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point under ew.
 Say the sound 

with me: /ū/.

Point to new. Point 
under ew.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
letters e and w. What w. What w
sound do they make 
together? /ū/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
n/–/ū/, new. 

Repeat with drew, 
knew, and blew. For 
knew, tell students 
that when a word 
starts with the letters 
kn together, the k is k is k
silent. Only the letter 
n makes a sound, /n/.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point under ew.
 Say the sound. 

(/ū/)

Point to blew. Point 
under ew.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (e and w)w)w What 
sound do they make 
together? (/ū/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/b/–/l/–/ū/, 
blew) blew) blew

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

ew

new
drew
knew
blew

blew
flew
stew
threw

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 27070

Week 4 • Day 3

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

Now we will spell 
some words with ar
and with ew. Watch ew. Watch ew
and listen. 

 The word is farm. 
I hear 3 sounds: 
/f/–/är/–/m/. 

 The first sound is 
/f/. (Write f.) The next 
sound is /är/, just 
like the name of the 
letter r. (Write ar.) The 
third sound is /m/. 
(Write m.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names: f–a–r–m, 
farm. 

Erase the word.

 The next word is 
few. I hear 3 sounds: few. I hear 3 sounds: few
/f/–/y/–/ū/. 

 This word is 
special. The first 
sound is /f/. (Write f.) 
The next sound is /y/, 
but we don’t write 
any letter for that 
sound. We just go 
on to the last sound.
The last sound is /ū/. 
(Write ew.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names: f–e–w, 
few. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with ar and ar and ar
with ew. I will say ew. I will say ew
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word 
is farm. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/f/–/är/–/m/. 

 Let’s write it: /f/ 
(write f  ), /är/ (write 
ar)ar)ar , /m/ (write m).
Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): f–a–r–m, 
farm. 

Repeat with few and 
hard. For few, remind 
students that the 
word few is special few is special few
and we don’t write 
anything for the 
sound /y/.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the letters ar or ar or ar ew. ew. ew
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: hard, 
car, and grew. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 7171

Week 4 • Day 3

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. village Point to village.  Read the word: (village). A village 
is a small town. There are many villages outside of 
cities. For example, [name of a nearby or familiar 
village] is a village. Name some other villages that you 
know. 

2. work Point to work.  Read the word: (work).work).work  To work means 
to do a job. For example, I work as a teacher. I also do 
work on the farm and at home. Children do work, too. 
What kind of work do you do?

3. city Point to city.  Read the word: (city).city).city  A city  A city  A is a very big 
place where many people live and work. For example, 
Monrovia is a city. Name some other cities that you 
know.

4. different Point to different.  Read the word: (different).different).different Different
means not the same. For example, a city is different 
from a village because a city is big and has many 
people, but a village is small and has only a few 
people. How else are cities different from villages? 
(Help individuals respond in well-formed sentences 
using different.)

5. could Point to could.  Read the word: (could).could).could Could means Could means Could
that something was possible to do. For example, if I 
say “I wish I could fly like a bird,” I mean I wish it was 
possible for me to fly. What do you wish you could 
do? (Help individuals respond in well-formed sentences 
using I wish I could. ...)

6. miss Point to miss.  Read the word: (miss). To miss means 
to want something that you used to have with you but 
don’t have anymore. When I travel by myself, I miss 
my family and my home because they are not with 
me at that time. What is something you miss? (Help 
individuals respond in well-formed sentences using 
miss.)

1. village
2. work
3. city
4. different
5. could
6. miss

Week 4 • Day 3

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
Now we will read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” again. Please turn to 

page 12 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text.

Features of Text
Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 

(things that are not real) Every fiction story has a plot. What is the plot in 
a fiction story? (the set of important events that happen in a story)

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Who are the main characters in the story? (Bainda and Kwenah) 

2. What is the setting? Where does the story take place? 
in the city) 

3. What is the plot of the story? What are the important events that 
happen in the beginning, middle, and end of the story? 
to Kwenah’s village and asks Kwenah to move to the city with him. 
Kwenah agrees to move to the city with Bainda. Kwenah decides to 
move back to his village.) 

4. What is the main problem in the story? (Kwenah is unhappy in the city. 
Kwenah misses his village.) 

5. How does Kwenah solve or fix his problem? 
village.)

Retelling 
Guide students to retell the story in their own words.

HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 10 in the Student Activity Book
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Kwenah Goes to 
Monrovia
by Kenneth Harding

Bainda grew 
up in Monrovia. 

Week 4 Word Lists

Using Read Liberia Activity

describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text.

Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 
Every fiction story has a plot. What is the plot in 

(the set of important events that happen in a story)

describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 
Every fiction story has a plot. What is the plot in 

Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 
as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 

up in Monrovia. 
One day he went One day he went 
to stay with his friend to stay with his friend 
Kwenah. Kwenah was a farmer, and 
he lived in a small village. Bainda 
saw how hard Kwenah worked. He 
thought the farm work was too much 
for Kwenah. 

“I will ask my friend to come with me 
to Monrovia. He needs some rest,” 
Bainda said. “He will like to taste a 
new life in the city.”

The next day, Bainda asked Kwenah 
to go to Monrovia with him. “You need 
a rest from all this hard farm work,” he 
said to Kwenah. 

Let’s Read, Grade 2Let’s Read, Grade 21212 Week 4

Let’s Read page 12Let’s Read page 12Let’s Read

describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 
Every fiction story has a plot. What is the plot in 

(the set of important events that happen in a story)

Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell us? 
Every fiction story has a plot. What is the plot in 

During Reading Comprehension, 
students are guided before, 
during, and after reading through 
activities that introduce and 
reinforce comprehension.

During Spelling, students practice 
applying letter-sound relationships 
taught during phonics.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

The margins feature 
letters and words 
in the activities that 
you can write on the 
board for modeling. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 27272

In Written Vocabulary/Sight Words, 
the vocabulary words from Let’s Read 
are the same words that students will 
learn to read by sight. Students will 
have many opportunities to read these 
words again and again and in more 
than one context so that they do not 
have to sound out every word and are 
able to read more fluently. 

Week 4 • Day 2
5. How does Muhammad feel when his money is gone? (afraid to tell his 

mother)

6. How does Muhammad solve or fix his problem? (He tells 
his mother what happened and she forgives him. Next 
time he will finish his errands before playing.)

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the “Tree Hole Crabs Here, Tree Hole Crabs There” chant 
from Week 3 (at the right) on the board or on the wall. 

Let’s say our chant. Stand up. I will say a line, then you 
will say the line with me. Do the same actions that I do. Point 
upward as you say up in a tree. Put one hand on your arm as 
you say on a branch.

Sentences have adjectives, nouns, and verbs. Today we will learn about 
prepositional phrases. Prepositional phrases tell us where or when—for 
example, on a log, in the room, up a tree. 

Use the Sentence Pattern Chart from Week 3 (at the right) to review nouns, 
adjectives, and verbs. Have students tell what verbs and adjectives they like.  

Add another column to the chart labeled prep. phrase and point to it.
A prepositional phrase answers the questions where and when. Let’s 

say some prepositional phrases: up in the tree, in the forest, next to the 
pool, at night.

Call on 2–3 students to each say a prepositional phrase from 
the chant. If students need help finding the prepositional 
phrases, ask: Where are the tree hole crabs? (up in a tree, on a 
branch, in a pool)branch, in a pool)branch, in a pool

Write the prepositions in the prep. phrase column of the 
Sentence Pattern Chart. Choose one prepositional phrase and 
circle it on the Sentence Pattern Chart.

Now let’s use the Sentence Pattern Chart to write 
a sentence. I will pick 1 adjective, 1 noun, 1 verb, and 
1 prepositional phrase. I capitalize the adjective because it is the first word 
in the sentence. Then I write the noun. Then I write the verb. Last, I write 
the prepositional phrase. I put a period at the end of the sentence.

Write the sentence: Wet crabs sleep up in a tree. Show students how the 
sentence fits the Sentence Pattern Chart by pointing to the adjective, the 
noun, the verb, and the prepositional phrase. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 11 in the Student Activity Book and read 
“Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also 
go over the worksheet together during Phonics class.

Week 4 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Read the words. Underline the words with silent e.

1. bi te

2. p i t

3. s t r ipe

4. t ime

5. f i t

6. r ipe

7. l i fe

8. bi l l

9. sh ine

10. h ide

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read 
the words.

dime, star, dim, twin, farm, twine, 
spine, hard, spin, kit, dark, kite

i i_e ar

11Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

Student Activity Book
page 11

adjective noun verb prep. phrase

small
wet
safe
good

crabs jump 
creep
sleep 

eat

up in a tree
on a branch

in a pool

adjective noun verb

small
wet
safe
good

crabs jump 
creep
sleep 

eat

Wet crabs sleep 
up in a tree.

Tree hole crabs here, Tree hole crabs there, 
Tree hole crabs, tree hole crabs everywhere. 
Small tree hole crabs jump, 
Wet tree hole crabs creep, 
Safe tree hole crabs sleep, 
And awake tree hole crabs eat. 
Tree hole crabs in a pool of rain, 
Tree hole crabs up in a tree, 
And tree hole crabs on a branch. 
Tree hole crabs here, tree hole crabs there, 
Tree hole crabs everywhere. 
Tree hole crabs! Tree hole crabs! Tree hole crabs! 
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from Week 3 (at the right) on the board or on the wall. 

will say the line with me. Do the same actions that I do. 
upward as you say 
you say 

prepositional phrases. Prepositional phrases tell us where or when—for 
example, 

Use the Sentence Pattern Chart from Week 3 (at the right) to review nouns, 
adjectives, and verbs. Have students tell what verbs and adjectives they like.  

Add another column to the chart labeled 

say some prepositional phrases: 
pool, at night.

Call on 2–3 students to each say a prepositional phrase from 
the chant. If students need help finding the prepositional 

Guide students to retell the story in their own words.

Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 

Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 

Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 

Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

the chant. If students need help finding the prepositional 
phrases, ask: Where are the tree hole crabs? (
branch, in a pool

Write the prepositions in the prep. phrase column of the 
Sentence Pattern Chart. Choose one prepositional phrase and 
circle it on the Sentence Pattern Chart.

Now let’s use the Sentence Pattern Chart to write 
a sentence. I will pick 1 adjective, 1 noun, 1 verb, and 
1 prepositional phrase. I capitalize the adjective because it is the first word 
in the sentence. Then I write the noun. Then I write the verb. Last, I write 
the prepositional phrase. I put a period at the end of the sentence.

Write the sentence: 
sentence fits the Sentence Pattern Chart by pointing to the adjective, the 
noun, the verb, and the prepositional phrase. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 11 in the 
“Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also 
go over the worksheet together during Phonics class.

the chant. If students need help finding the prepositional 
phrases, ask: Where are the tree hole crabs? (
branch, in a pool

Write the prepositions in the prep. phrase column of the 
Sentence Pattern Chart. Choose one prepositional phrase and 

In Shared Writing, the 
teacher and students 
work together. The 
teacher models the 
thought process so that 
students can focus on 
the writing process. 
Shared Writing appears 
on Days 2 and 4.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2viii
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Assessment System 
Read Liberia Activity has an ongoing assessment system that is designed to provide you with 
individual student performance data. The system provides data that can be used to diagnose 
student skill gaps and modify instruction to close the gaps. Read Liberia Activity consists of the 
following assessments:

Using Read Liberia Activity

Week
4

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with ar
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words meat, 
gone, afraid, decide, a 
little while 

• Listen to and 
comprehend 
“Muhammad Goes to the 
Market” 

• Write sentences with 
nouns, adjectives, 
verbs, and prepositional 
phrases 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book

Day
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
Today we will read words with the letters ar. We will learn some new 

vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then we will write 
sentences with nouns, adjectives, verbs, and prepositional phrases.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Yesterday we 
learned about the 
silent e. Today we 
will learn about the 
letters ar. When the 
letters a and r come  r come  r
together, they sound 
like the name of the 
letter r, /är/.

Point to star. 
Underline ar. Here 
I see the letters a
and r. Together they 
make the sound 
/är/. The word is 
/s/–/t/–/är/, star.

Let’s do it 
together. 

Point under ar.  Say 
the sound with me: 
/är/.

Point to star. Point 
under ar. What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
letters a and r. What 
sound do they make 
together? /är/.

Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/s/–/t/–/är/, star. 

Repeat with: dark, 
part, and mark.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point under ar.  Say 
the sound. (/är/)

Point to mark. Point 
under ar. What 
letters do you see 
here? (the letters a
and r)r)r What sound do 
they make together? 
(/är/)

Read the whole 
word. (/m/–/är/–/k/, 
mark) mark) mark

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 
For sharp, remind 
students that the 
letters sh together 
make one sound, /sh/.

ar

star
dark
part
mark

mark
sharp
card
arm

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 26666

ORAL READING FLUENCY ASSESSMENT PASSAGE 1 (WEEKS 1–5) SCORING SHEET

Student Name: _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

Student Name: _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54
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make one sound, /sh/.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

mark arm
bark

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

Daily Check/Ongoing Assessment:
Within each lesson, you are 
given observational assessment 
opportunities that help you to 
monitor student mastery of skills. 

Week
4

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Sight word cards

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories. 

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. car, 2. city, 3. could, 4. different, 5. 
10. life, 11. like, 12. time, 13. village, 14. 

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.)

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” on 
page 12 in Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each 
other and help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read 
the story 3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously 
seen text in 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “My Trip to Monrovia” on page 140 in 
Let’s Read or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 

7878

Week 6
AssessmentASSESSMENT

Write the numbers on the board as shown beside each section. 
Point to the number on the board as you ask each question. Have 
students find the number on their Student Activity Book page. If the 
students do not have a Student Activity Book, have them write the 
answers on a piece of paper or in their copybooks.

 Today I am going to ask you some questions about what you 
have learned in the past five weeks. You will write your answers 
in your Student Activity Book. Open your Student Activity Book to 
page 13.

PHONICS / SPELLING

A. Phonics and Word Study 15 MIN.
Note: If the students do not have the Student Activity Book, you can 
write the following words in two boxes on the board: 

1st box, for #1–5: 

leak, like, lock, lake, lark, lick

2nd box, for #6–10: 

dew, die, day, dome, dame, deem

 Point to the letter A. I will say a word. Choose the correct 
word from the box and write it on the line. Let’s do an 
example together. On the line next to the word Example, write 
the word lock. Look at the first word box. Which of these words 
is lock? … Write lock on the line next to the word Example. (Write 
lock on the board next to the word Example. Walk around the room 
to check that students understand what to do.)

 For numbers 1–5, choose a word from the first box.

1. like

2. lake

3. leak

4. lick

5. lark

 For numbers 6–10, choose a word from the second box.

6. day

7. dew

8. deem

9. dome

10. die

Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Week 6 Assessment

A. Phonics and Word Study

leak, like, lock, lake, lark, lick

Example:          

1.          

2.          

3.          

4.          

5.          

dew, die, day, dome, dame, deem

6.          

7.          

8.          

9.          

10.          

13Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book
page 13
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2nd box, for #6–10: 

dew, die, day, dome, dame, deem

 Point to the letter A. I will say a word. Choose the correct 
word from the box and write it on the line. Let’s do an 
example together. On the line next to the word Example
the word lock. Look at the first word box. Which of these words 
is lock? … Write lock? … Write lock lock on the line next to the word lock on the line next to the word lock Example
lock on the board next to the word lock on the board next to the word lock Example. Walk around the room 
to check that students understand what to do.)

 For numbers 1–5, choose a word from the first box.

1. like

2. lake

3. leak

4. lick

5. lark

 For numbers 6–10, choose a word from the second box.

6. day

7. dew

8. deem

9. dome

10. die

Periodic Assessments: Written 
assessments are given at the end 
of each period—in Weeks 6, 12, 
18, 24, 30, and 36. Week 18 is a 
semester test—i.e., it covers skills 
taught during Weeks 1–17. Week 
36 is a year-end test—i.e., it covers 
skills taught during Weeks 1–35.

Timed Oral Reading Fluency Assessments: These assessments 
test student oral reading fluency three times a year, during 
Weeks 11 (Period 2), 23 (Period 4), and 35 (Period 6). The tests 
and directions are separate from the Teacher Instruction Guide.

Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.

Write these words in your copybook. 

5. farm, 6. few, 7. grew, 
14. white, 15. work

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 

Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.
15 MIN.

Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.

hide, 

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.)

15 MIN.
Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.

grew, 8. hard, 9. hide, 

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 

8. hard, 

Review Lessons: Day 5 lessons 
are review lessons that begin with 
spelling and sight word quizzes.

Oral Reading Fluency 
Passage 1

I like to shop with Mom. She takes 
cash to pay for things. I get to hand 
the cash to the man in the stand. 
Mom gets a sweet treat for me. The 
last thing we get is fresh fish. When 
we get home, I help put things away. 
Then we eat the fish.

Weeks 1–5
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 _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

 _____________________________________

I like to shop with Mom. She takes cash to pay for things. I get 

to hand the cash to the man in the stand. Mom gets a sweet 

treat for me. The last thing we get is fresh fish. When we get 

home, I help put things away. Then we eat the fish.

A.  # of last word read: _______

B.  # of words missed: _______

C.  A – B = _______
Correct Words Per Minute

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

49 50 51 52 53 54

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54
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Timed Oral Reading Fluency Tests: Timed 
oral reading fluency tests begin midway 
through Grade 1 at Week 19 and continue 
weekly through Grade 2. You may test a 
few students each week, with the goal of 
assessing every student at least once per 
period. The tests and directions are found 
at the back of this Teacher’s Guide. 

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” on 
page 12 in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each 
other and help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read 
the story 3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously 
seen text in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “My Trip to Monrovia” on page 140 in 
Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Have students work in pairs to re-read “Kwenah Goes to Monrovia” on 
Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each 

other and help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read 
the story 3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “My Trip to Monrovia” on page 140 in 

or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the words on the board, as shown on the next page at the right. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 
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fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the words on the board, as shown on the next page at the right. 

You can reinforce skills 
with review activities. The 
Differentiated Review
activities are divided into 
groups (A, B, C). Assign the 
group activities to students 
based on their ability 
levels, with Groups A and B 
activities for those students 
who meet or exceed 
performance expectations 
and C for those students 
who need more support.

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 ix
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Pronunciation Chart
Read Liberia Activity includes daily phonics and phonemic awareness skill instruction. Sound 
instruction is a critically important skill component of achieving literacy. The chart below should 
be reviewed before each phonemic awareness and phonics lesson in order to guarantee that 
correct pronunciation is taught and applied. Note that letters or symbols in between slashes 
always indicate pronunciation, not spelling, and are for the teacher’s reference only. To avoid 
confusing the students, you should never write these notations on the board.

Consonant Sounds

/b/ (ball) /n/ (nest) /y/ (yes)

/d/ (dig, played) /p/ (pig) /z/ (zoo)

/f/ (fun) /kw/ (queen) /ch/ (chair, catch)

/g/ (gate) /r/ (run) /sh/ (show)

/h/ (hit) /s/ (see, toss, rice) /th/ (thumb)

/j/ (June, page, dodge) /t/ (tap, wished) /hw/ (wheel)

/k/ (kick, cat) /v/ (van) /ng/ (sing)

/l/ (leg, yell) /w/ (win)

/m/ (mat) /ks/ (box)

Vowel Sounds

/ă/ (rat) /ā/ (bake, day, rain) /är/ (car)

/ĕ/ (bed, bread) /ē/ (feet, dream, happy) /ēr/ (year)

/ĭ/ (dish) /ī/ (like, night, find, cry, lied) /or/ (for, more)

/ŏ/ (pot) /ō/ (home, boat, slow) /ŭr/ (turn, bird, her)

/ŭ/ (luck) /ū/ (June, grew, blue, food) /ô/ (saw)

/əd/ (waited) /oo/ (good, could) /ôl/ (ball, salt)

/əl/ (little, final) /ou/ (house, town) /ôk/ (talk)

/ĭng/ (resting) /oi/ (boy, join) /ôt/ (bought)

Using Read Liberia Activity
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Student Activity Book
The Student Activity Book is a workbook that offers reading and practice activities for each week. 
The activity pages are presented in the order they are used in the lessons. The worksheet is 
intended to be completed at home and returned to the class the next day.

Preprinted sight word cards found at the end of the book can also be cut out and used for practice 
activities.

Using Read Liberia Activity

Week 4 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and 
Sight Words

Spelling Words

1. life

2. like

3. time

4. hide

5. white

6. farm

7. hard

8. car

9. few

10. grew

Sight Words

11. village

12. work

13. city

14. different

15. could

16. miss

1010 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

Directions: Choose the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the word on the line.

new, threw, drew, stew, knew, flew, grew, blew

1. The wind         the kite in the sky.

2. I         the right answer on the exam!

3. Mother has made a delicious 

4. He         the ball to his teammate.

5. The plant         from a tiny seed into a very 
tall tree.

6. Father got me a        

7. I         a picture in my copybook.

8. The birds         back to their nest.

Directions: Choose two words from the box above and write a 
sentence of your own using each word.

1. ���������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

2. ���������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

Week 4 Day 4 Homework

1212 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

Week 1 Week 1

Week 1 Week 1

Week 1 Week 2

Week 2 Week 2

Week 2 Week 2

Week 2 Week 3

    Sight Word Cards

want fix
rest glad

friend cook
done said
thought pull
another forest

R9Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Written Vocabulary and 

grew

different

could

The first page 
shows the 
spelling words 
and written 
vocabulary and 
sight words for 
the week.

Mother has made a delicious         for supper.

 the ball to his teammate.

 from a tiny seed into a very 

        bag for school.

 a picture in my copybook.

 back to their nest.

Choose two words from the box above and write a 
sentence of your own using each word.

���������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

Homework 
activities reinforce 
the phonics 
lessons that 
children have 
done in class for 
that week.

Week 2 Week 2

Week 2 Week 3

thought pull
another forest

R9R9Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

Sight word cards, 
meant to be cut out, 
are provided at the 
back of the Student 
Activity Book.

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can 

Why Spider Has Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Week 2

G2_LetsRead_pp00i-128_R5.indd   5 4/15/20   12:26 PM

thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Let’s Read, Grade 2 55

The Let’s Read 
pages contain a 
variety of fictional 
and informational 
stories that 
will motivate 
children to read 
independently. 

3

Dolo is visiting his grandmother in the country. 

“Today I have a special job for you, Dolo,” Grandma 
said. “You are going to help me make GB to go with 
our soup for lunch.” 

Let’s Read
Let’s Read is a collection of stories that your 
students can read to practice their reading 
independently in class or at home. The reading 
selections are engaging stories or interesting 
informational pieces that teach children 
about the world around them. The stories are 
organized by week and additional stories are 
placed at the end of the book. These are extra 
stories that can be assigned on Day 5 of each 
week as additional reading opportunities.

Supplementary Readers 
The supplementary readers are a collection 
of stories that provide students with varying 
abilities the opportunity to read independently 
at an appropriate level. The collection includes 
folktales, stories, and nonfiction readers. 
You can use assessment data to assign the 
appropriate books to the children. Time is set 
aside every Friday and during the review weeks 
for students to engage with the readers in class. 
Comprehension questions for each reader 
appear in the back of the Student Activity 
Book, and the answer key is in the Teacher’s 
Guide. A school may also decide to let students 
sign for the readers on Fridays to use on the 
weekend and return the following week. 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 xi
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Techniques for Getting the Students’ Attention
Attention-getters are a great classroom/workshop management tool! Whether students 
or participants are busy working in groups, on activities, or are just plain chatty, 
these attention-getters are not only fun but are an effective way to get your class or 
participants re-focused, so you can give instructions. Following is one of the most used.

Teacher says: One two three eyes on me.

Participants respond: One two eyes on you.

Teacher says: Bring it back.

Participants respond: Way back.

Using Read Liberia Activity
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Read Liberia Activity
Learning to read well is essential for both academic success and success in the work world. 
Acquiring early language and literacy skills facilitates reading proficiency, ensures that 
students are able to read independently, and fosters students’ ability to get information from 
a wide range of text sources, including informational and narrative texts (National Reading 
Panel, 2000). Read Liberia Activity is a comprehensive instructional project designed to help 
students gain early literacy skills and develop into proficient readers. All materials have been 
reviewed by the Republic of Liberia, Ministry of Education and align to learning objectives and 
goals of the Liberia National Curriculum.

Development of Read Liberia Activity
The structure of Read Liberia Activity includes a carefully 
designed scope and sequence that explicitly introduces 
the knowledge and skills included in the Liberian 
National Curriculum; that immediately provides 
opportunities for students to practice and apply 
those knowledge forms; and that reinforces 
them to ensure that students achieve mastery. 
Additionally, the sequence of instruction is 
designed to help students build on early 
knowledge and skills and become independent 
readers who can benefit from reading a 
wide range of texts. Read Liberia Activity was 
developed with careful consideration of several 
key areas of importance. The figure at the right 
represents the intersection of factors considered in 
the development of the curriculum.

1. Alignment
All efforts have been made to align Read Liberia Activity to the 
Liberian National Reading Curriculum (2019). This curriculum, adopted by the Liberian Ministry 
of Education, is based on research evidence about the most effective approach to teach 
children to read and write independently so that they can be successful in school. The weekly 
scope and sequence for Read Liberia Activity is tightly aligned with the Grade Level Objectives 
of the National Curriculum. When teachers complete the 30 weeks of instruction in each 
grade, students will have met all of the Grade Level Objectives established in the curriculum.

2. Development of early literacy skills
Research into the development of pre-literacy skills suggests that it is important for students 
to develop phonemic awareness. A student who is phonemically aware can hear a common 
word such as “cat” and segment and blend the sounds that are heard in the word. This is 
understood to be important preparation for reading and writing in an alphabetic language 
such as English (Adams, 1990). Beyond phonemic awareness, students learn the letters of the 
alphabet and the common sounds associated with each letter; this is referred to as phonics. 
With phonics and a foundation of sight words, students are able to decode familiar and 
unfamiliar words in increasingly complex sentences. With adequate opportunities to read in 
accessible texts, students can develop fluency in their reading. This fluency allows students to 
read for pleasure and for information. As students develop their fluency, they can be instructed 
in how to read strategically depending on their purpose for reading (Snow, 2002).

The Project Philosophy

Liberia National 
Curriculum (2019)

Development of 
Early Literacy Skills

Development of Early 
Language Skills

Focus on Fluency and 
Comprehension

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2 xiii
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3. Development of early language knowledge and skills
In addition to learning to read, it is important that students develop strong early language 
knowledge and skills. This knowledge includes developing oral language, basic and 
academic vocabulary, and the tools to write (Baumann, Kame’enui, & Ash, 2003). In order 
for students to be strong readers, they also need to understand that print is used to 
communicate. They need to learn how to spell accurately, write with correct grammar, and 
develop accurate enough handwriting to communicate with clarity (McCardle, Chhabra, 
& Kapinus, 2008). These important areas should not be underestimated as they support 
students’ understanding of why literacy is useful both in and out of school.

4. Building fluency to ensure comprehension
Read Liberia Activity is designed to help students build fluency so that they can understand 
what they are reading. When students read slowly, they are often unable to understand the 
connections within the text and instead hear only isolated words. When students master the 
early skills of reading, they can build fluency, and their reading sounds like language. When 
it sounds like language, it is easier to understand and easier to comprehend (Chard, Pikulski, 
& McDonagh, 2012). However, reading words quickly without having the oral language 
foundation or knowing the meaning of the words leaves students with little understanding 
of what they are reading (Rasinski, Reutzel, Chard, & Linan-Thompson, 2011). Therefore, it is 
essential that students learn both the reading and language aspects of Read Liberia Activity 
so that they are proficient with literacy. 

The Read Liberia Activity is deeply committed to the principle of collaboration, learning, and 
adaptation (CLA). This edition of the Read Liberia teaching and learning materials and the 
corresponding teacher training and coaching activities have undergone extensive revision 
based on the experiences and feedback from teachers, coaches, Ministry of Education staff, 
and other stakeholders. Their input has been invaluable to improving the usefulness of these 
resources and is much appreciated. 
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