
Monday (Day 1) 
pages 22–25

Tuesday (Day 2) 
pages 26–29

Wednesday (Day 3) 
pages 30–33

Thursday (Day 4) 
pages 34–37

Friday (Day 5) 
pages 38–40

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with 
vowel teams ee 
and ea.

Read words with 
vowel teams ay 
and ai.

Read words with the 
vowel team ie.

Read words with the 
ee, ea, ay, ai, and ie 
vowel teams.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling need, green, eat, 
beans

stay, way, wait, tie, 
lied

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

cook, done, said, 
thought, pull, another

cook, done, said, 
thought, pull, another

Reading 
Comprehension

“Why Spider Has 8 
Thin Legs”

“Why Spider Has 8 
Thin Legs”

Differentiated  
review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “Why Spider 
Has 8 Thin Legs”

Differentiated  
review

Oral Vocabulary hungry, wing, steal, 
fight, safe, hide

Read-Aloud
“The Mother Hen and 
the Hawk”

“The Mother Hen and 
the Hawk”

Shared Writing

Identify prepositional 
phrases.

Write sentences 
with nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, 
and prepositional 
phrases.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 5 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Why Spider Has 8 
Thin Legs”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 6 in Student 
Activity Book

• “Why Spider Has 8 
Thin Legs”

• Study for quiz.

Re-read “Why Spider 
Has 8 Thin Legs” at 
home.

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read “The Hawk and the Vulture” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “The Hawk and the Vulture” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs.”

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information • Demonstrate 
knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary for improved spelling 
and writing skills • Use letter-sound associations, word parts, and 
context to read new words and analyze texts • Improve spelling and 
writing skills for effective communication • Use basic grammatical 
features to appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze 
text content and share ideas, information, and messages with others 
• Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful evaluation of 
facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness that speech is made 
of a sequence of symbols and sounds that can be manipulated to 
recognize and read words accurately and fluently • Demonstrate a 
literal comprehension of readings, through identification and analysis 
of main ideas and supporting details • Fluently read grade-level texts 
• Read grade-level text with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to 
questions from texts read. 

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants • Read 
words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, middle, and end of 
a story • Retell a story • Identify characters, setting, events, and plot in 
a story • Identify the problem in a story • Construct sentences correctly 
• Read diverse types of writings • Identify features of a folktale • Identify 
theme in a text • Recognize the elements of diverse types of writings 
• Name and identify some types of adjectives • Demonstrate knowledge 
of new words • Read a fable • Identify the features of a fable • Organize 
ideas for writing • Read words with variant word patterns • Identify the 
sequence of a text • Spell high-frequency and subject-related words 
• Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and related subject words 
in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to add details to writings 
• Write independently • Read diverse texts fluently • Listen to and 
discuss texts • Match information from reading with pictures.

Week 2 Lesson Planner
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Week 
2

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ee and ea 
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words cook, done, 
said, thought, pull, 
another 

• Read and comprehend 
“Why Spider Has 8 Thin 
Legs”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the vowel teams ee and ea. We 

will also learn some new vocabulary words and read a new story together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Last week we 
saw that the letter 
e by itself (point) 
usually makes 
the short e sound, 
/ĕ/. Sometimes 
two vowels come 
together to make a 
new sound. We call 
this a vowel team.

 For example, 
when two letter 
e’s come together 
(point), they make the 
long e sound, /ē/. 

 When the letters e 
and a come together 
(point), they also 
make the long e 
sound, /ē/. 

Point in turn under e, 
ee, and ea, saying 
their sounds (/ĕ/, /ē/, 
/ē/). 

Point to see. 
Underline ee.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
ee. The word is  
/s/–/ē/, see. 

Point to stream. 
Underline ea.  

 Here I see 
the vowel team 
ea. The word is 
/s/–/t/–/r/–/ē/–/m/, 
stream. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

 Say the sounds 
with me. Point in turn 
under e, ee, and ea, 
saying their sounds: 

 /ĕ/, /ē/, /ē/. 

Point to see. Point 
under ee.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
vowel team ee. 
Let’s read the word 
together: /s/–/ē/, see.

Repeat with stream 
(/s/–/t/–/r/–/ē/–/m/), 
free (/f/–/r/–/ē/), and 
heat (/h/–/ē/–/t/). 

 Now it’s your turn. 

 Say the sounds. 
Point in turn under  
e, ee, and ea. 
(/ĕ/, /ē/, /ē/)

Point to heat. Point 
under ea.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (the vowel 
team ea)

 Read the word. 
(/h/–/ē/–/t/, heat) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

When you point to 
the word sea, explain 
that see and sea 
sound the same 
but have different 
meanings—see 
means to use your 
eyes and the sea is 
like the ocean. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

e  ee  ea

see
stream

free
heat 

heat
tree

three
keep
sea
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Week 2 • Day 1

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
vowel teams ee and 
ea. Watch and listen. 

 First, I will spell a 
word with the vowel 
team ee. The word 
is need. I hear 3 
sounds: /n/–/ē/–/d/. 

 The first sound 
is /n/. (Write n.) The 
next sound is /ē/. 
(Write ee.) The third 
sound is /d/. (Write d.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  n–e–e–d, 
need. 

 Now I will spell a 
word with the vowel 
team ea. Repeat with 
eat.

Erase the words.

 Let’s spell some 
words together. I will 
say the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 First, we will spell 
a word with the 
vowel team ee. The 
word is need. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/n/–/ē/–/d/. 

 Let’s write it: /n/ 
(write n), /ē/ (write ee), 
/d/ (write d). Check 
the students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): n–e–e–d, 
need.  

 Now we will 
spell a word with 
the vowel team ea. 
Repeat with eat.

Repeat with green 
and beans. Before 
saying each word, tell 
the students which 
vowel team it uses 
(ee or ea).

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your 
turn. I will say some 
words. Listen to 
each sound. Then 
write the letters for 
each sound in your 
copybooks.

 First, I will say 
some words with the 
ee vowel team. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: need 
and green.

 Now I will say 
some words with the 
ea vowel team. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: eat and 
beans.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown on the next page at the left. Use 
objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the words.

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.
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Week 2 • Day 1

1. cook Point to cook.  This word is cook. Let’s read and spell it 
together: cook, c–o–o–k, cook. To cook means to make 
food. Turn to page 5 in Let’s Read and find someone who 
is cooking in the pictures. ... Let’s pretend we are cooking 
and say, “We are cooking.” (Do the motions together.)

2. done Point to done.  This word is done. Together: done, 
d–o–n–e, done. Done means something is finished. 
For example, when someone gives you work to do and 
you finish it, you can say, “I’m done!” Practice saying 
“I’m done!” 

3. said Point to said.  This word is said. Together: said,  
s–a–i–d, said. Said means to say something, but it 
already happened. For example, when you came to 
school this morning, I said “Good morning” to you. What 
did you say to me this morning?

4. thought Point to thought.  This word is thought. Together: thought, 
t–h–o–u–g–h–t, thought. (Tap your head lightly to indicate 
thinking.) Thought means to think, but it already happened. 
For example, when I woke up this morning, I thought (tap 
your head) about coming to school. When you woke up 
this morning, what did you think about? (Help individuals 
respond in well-formed sentences using thought.)

5. pull Point to pull.  This word is pull. Together: pull, p–u–l–l, 
pull. To pull means to tug something like this. (Demonstrate 
pulling on something.) For example, I pull weeds from my 
garden. Let’s pretend to pull weeds in the garden and say, 
“We are pulling weeds.” (Do the motions together.)

6. another Point to another.  This word is another. Together: 
another, a–n–o–t–h–e–r, another. Another means one 
more. For example, if I lose my pencil, I need another one. 
Who can give me another pencil? (Have a student lend 
you a pencil.) [Student’s Name] gave me another pencil.

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new story called “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs.” 

Please turn to page 5 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the story will be about. 

1. cook
2. done
3. said
4. thought
5. pull
6. another

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Let’s Read, Grade 2 5Week 2

Let’s Read page 5

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Let’s Read, Grade 2 5Week 2

Let’s Read page 5
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Week 2 • Day 1
Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. Remember that fiction stories tell us about 
things that are not real. The characters, setting, and events are made up 
by the author. One type of fiction story is called a fable. A fable usually 
teaches a lesson. In a fable, the characters are usually animals.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with. 

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in the story? (Spider, Rabbit, and Pig) 

2. What events happen at the beginning of the story? (Spider passes by 
Rabbit’s house and smells greens cooking, but he doesn’t want to stay 
to help Rabbit cook. So Spider spins a web and ties one end to his leg 
and the other end to Rabbit’s pot.) 

3. What events happen in the middle of the story, after Spider leaves 
Rabbit’s house? (Spider goes to Pig’s house and ties Pig’s pot of food to 
another leg with his web. Spider passes other friends’ houses and ties 
the rest of his legs to their pots of food. When each pot of food is done, 
Spider’s friends pull the webs attached to Spider’s legs.) 

4. What events happen at the end of the story, after Spider’s friends 
pull the webs attached to their pots of food? (All of Spider’s legs are 
stretched. Spider cries and runs into the stream to wash the webs away. 
After Spider leaves the stream, he sees that all his legs are very thin.) 

5. Why is this story a fable? (The story has characters that are animals, 
and it teaches a lesson.) 

6. What lesson does it teach? (Spider learns that it is not good to be lazy.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly 
word list is on page 4 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review 
the words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Week 2 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. need

2. green

3. eat

4. beans

5. stay

6. way

7. wait

8. tie

9. lied

10. cook

11. done

12. said

13. thought 

14. pull

15. another

4 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
2

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with ay 

and ai 
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words 
hungry, wing, steal, fight, 
safe, hide

• Read and comprehend 
“The Mother Hen and the 
Hawk”

• Write sentences with 
nouns, adjectives, and 
prepositional phrases

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read words with the vowel teams ay and ai. We will learn 

some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new story to you. Then we 
will write sentences with nouns, adjectives, and prepositional phrases.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 Yesterday we 
learned about the 
vowel teams ee 
and ea. Today we 
will learn about the 
vowel teams ay 
and ai. 

 When the letter a 
is by itself (point), it 
usually makes the 
short a sound, /ă/. 
When the letters a 
and y come together 
(point), they make 
the long a sound, /ā/. 
When the letters a 
and i come together 
(point), they also 
make the long a 
sound, /ā/.

Point in turn under 
a, ay, and ai, saying 
their sounds (/ă/, /ā/, 
/ā/). 

Point to day. 
Underline ay.  

 Here I see the 
vowel team ay. The 
word is /d/–/ā/, day. 

Point to rain. 
Underline ai.  Here 
I see the vowel 
team ai. The word is 
/r/–/ā/–/n/, rain.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

 Say the sounds 
with me. Point in turn 
under a, ay, and ai, 
saying their sounds: 

 /ă/, /ā/, /ā/.

Point to day. Point 
under ay.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
vowel team ay. 
Let’s read the word 
together: /d/–/ā/, 
day. 

Repeat with rain 
(/r/–/ā/–/n/), say 
(/s/–/ā/), and main 
(/m/–/ā/–/n/).

 Now it’s your turn. 

 Say the sounds. 
Point in turn under 
a, ay, and ai (/ă/, /ā/, 
/ā/).

Point to main. Point 
under ai.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (the vowel 
team ai )

 Read the word. 
(/m/–/ā/–/n/, main) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

a  ay  ai

day
rain
say

main 

main
play
tail

may
train
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Week 2 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. hungry  Hungry. Hungry is when your stomach hurts because 
you need to eat. For example, if I work all day and don’t 
eat breakfast or lunch, I will be very hungry for dinner! 
Let’s pretend to be hungry. Rub your stomach and say 
with me, “I am hungry!”

2. wing  Wing. A wing is the part of an animal’s body that it uses 
to fly. For example, a bird has two wings. Turn to page 244 
in Let’s Read and find the wings in the picture. ... Let’s 
pretend to fly with wings. (Do the motions together.) 

3. steal  Steal. To steal means to take something that is not 
yours. For example, sometimes one animal will steal an 
egg from another animal’s nest. Let’s pretend to steal 
eggs from a nest. (Do the motions together.)

4. fight  Fight. To fight means to hit and kick and try to hurt 
someone, like this. (Do the motions of fighting.) For 
example, sometimes animals fight with each other. Name 
some animals that fight. (Help individuals respond in well-
formed sentences using fight.)

5. safe  Safe. When you are safe, you are far away from 
danger or bad things. You are comfortable. Nothing 
will hurt you. (Hug yourself to indicate feeling safe.) For 
example, I feel safe when I am at home and at school. 
Where do you feel safe? (Help individuals respond in well-
formed sentences using safe.)

6. hide  Hide. To hide means to go somewhere where no one 
can see you. Sometimes animals hide in trees so that 
other animals can’t find them. Other animals hide in the 
ground. Let’s pretend that we are hiding. (Do the motions 
together.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new story called “The Mother Hen and 

the Hawk.” Please turn to page 244 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the story will be about.

The Mother Hen and  
the Hawk

Let’s Read, Grade 2244 Week 2

hungry  wing  steal  fight  
safe  hide

Week 
2

Let’s Read page 244

The Mother Hen and  
the Hawk

Let’s Read, Grade 2244 Week 2

hungry  wing  steal  fight  
safe  hide

Week 
2

Let’s Read page 244
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Week 2 • Day 2
Features of Text

 Today’s story is fiction. Remember that fiction stories tell us about 
things that are not real. The characters, setting, and events are made 
up by the author. Yesterday we read the fable “Why Spider Has 8 Thin 
Legs.” A fable is a type of fiction story that teaches a lesson and has 
characters that are animals. The spider in that fable learned that it isn’t 
good to be lazy. Today’s fiction story is about a mother hen and a hawk.

DURING READING
Read the story aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 The Mother Hen and the Hawk 
by Benjamin G. Everett 

In a little corner not far from the henhouse where she lived, 
Mother Hen scratched the ground. She used her feet to dig, and 
she pecked with her beak. Mother Hen had to work very hard to 
find food because she had many chicks and they were always 
hungry. Suddenly, Mother Hen looked up and saw a big hawk. 
She gathered her chicks and covered them with her wings. One 
of the chicks slipped away to chase a bug that was hopping 
along. The hawk saw this chick and came down to steal the little 
chick. But Mother Hen rushed toward her little chick, raising her 
wings to fight off the hawk. The hawk could not stay and fight for 
long, so he flapped his wide wings and flew away. Mother Hen 
was glad that the hawk was gone and that her chicks were safe. 
She led her chicks to a new spot in the shade to rest and hide 
from the hawks.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Who are the characters in the story? (Mother Hen, her chicks, the 
hawk) 

2. What events happen at the beginning of the story? (Mother Hen is 
working hard to find food for her chicks.) 

3. What events happen in the middle of the story? (Mother Hen sees a 
hawk. She covers her chicks with her wings. One chick chases a bug. 
The hawk tries to steal the chick.) 

4. What events happen at the end of the story? (Mother Hen fights off the 
hawk. The hawk flies away. Mother Hen takes her chicks to the shade 
to rest and hide from hawks.) 

5. “The Mother Hen and the Hawk” is not a fable because it does not 
teach a lesson. But it is like a fable in one way. In what way is it like a 
fable? (All of the characters in the story are animals.) 
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Week 2 • Day 2

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the “Students Here, Students There” chant below on the board or on 
the wall. 

Students here, students there,
Students, students everywhere!
Shy students hide,
Excited students run,
And happy students laugh.
Students at home,

Students with their mothers and  
 fathers,
And students next to a friend.
Students here, students there,
Students, students everywhere.
Students! Students! Students!

Point to the lines in the chant.  Let’s say our chant. Stand up. I will say 
a line, and then you will say the line with me. Do the same action that I 
do: next to a friend. For this action, stand next to a student for next. 
Remember, the chant will help us when we write sentences.

Use the Sentence Pattern Chart at the right to review nouns, adjectives, 
and verbs. Have students tell what verbs they like. Write the verbs in the 
verb column on the Sentence Pattern Chart. 

 Today we will learn about prepositional phrases. Prepositional 
phrases tell us where or when. Then we will write a sentence.

Add the prep. phrase column to the chart, as shown on the right. Point 
to prep. phrase.  Prep. phrase stands for prepositional 
phrase. A prepositional phrase tells where and when. 
Prepositional phrases start with words like on, at, in, 
over, under, through. Make hand motions to show the 
actions of the prepositional phrases: on, at, in, over, under, 
through.  Imagine a chicken that goes in, over, through, 
and around a tree. Let’s say some prepositional phrases: 
at school, in the classroom, on a hill. (Ask students to 
repeat after you as you say each phrase.)

Write prepositional phrases in the prep. phrase column 
on the Sentence Pattern Chart. If students need help 
thinking of prepositional phrases, ask: Where are students? When are they 
there? Have students pick one prepositional phrase. Circle the phrase on the 
Sentence Pattern Chart.

 I will show you how to use the Sentence Pattern Chart to write a 
sentence. I will pick 1 adjective, 1 noun, 1 verb, and 1 prepositional phrase. 
I capitalize the adjective because it is the first word in the sentence. Then 
I write the noun. Then I write the verb. Finally, I write the prepositional 
phrase. I put a period at the end. Here is one example: Happy students run 
at school. Can you say a sentence you like and that you might write?

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 5 in the Student Activity Book and read “Why 
Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go 
over the worksheet together during Phonics class.  

Week 2 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Read each word. Circle the vowel team in each word.

1. t ra in

2. keep

3. may

4. s t ream

5. cha in

6. c lean

7. pray

8. th ree

9. wai t

10. teach

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

green, heat, paint, play, sheet,  
sneak, spray, steal, tail, train

 ee/ea ay/ai
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Student Activity Book 
page 5

adjective noun verb

happy
excited

shy

students
friend

run
hide

laugh

adjective noun verb prep. phrase

happy
excited

shy

students
friends

run
hide 

laugh

at school
on a hill

down a hill
under a tree

Happy students 
run at school.
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Week 
2

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ie 
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words cook, 
done, said, thought, 
pull, another

• Read and comprehend 
“Why Spider Has 8 
Thin Legs”  

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the ie vowel team. We will also 

review our vocabulary words and read “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” 
together again. 

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 This week we 
have learned about 
the vowel teams ee, 
ea, ay, and ai. Today 
we will learn about 
the vowel team ie. 

 When the letter i 
is by itself (point), it 
usually makes the 
short i sound, / ĭ/. 
When the letters i 
and e come together 
(point), they make the 
long i sound, / ī/. 

Point in turn under i 
and ie, saying their 
sounds (/ ĭ/, / ī/). 

Point to lie. Underline 
ie.  Here I see the 
vowel team ie. The 
word is /l/–/ ī/, lie. 

Repeat with tried 
(/t/–/r/–/ ī/–/d/).

 Let’s do it 
together. 

 Say the sounds 
with me. Point in 
turn under i and ie, 
saying their sounds: 

 / ĭ/, / ī/.

Point to lie. Point 
under ie.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
vowel team ie. 
Let’s read the word 
together: /l/–/ ī/, lie. 

Repeat with tried 
(/t/–/r/–/ ī/–/d/), die 
(/d/–/ ī/), and cried 
(/k/–/r/–/ ī/–/d/.

 Now it’s your turn. 

 Say the sounds. 
Point in turn under i 
and ie. (/ ĭ/, /  ī/) 

Point to cried. Point 
under ie.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (the vowel 
team ie) 

 Read the word. 
(/k/–/r/–/ ī/–/d/, cried) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

lie
tried

die
cried

cried
fried
tied

replied
died

i  ie
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Week 2 • Day 3

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
ay, ai, and ie vowel 
teams. Watch and 
listen. 

 First, I will spell a 
word with the vowel 
team ay. The word is 
stay. I hear 3 sounds: 
/s/–/t/–/ā/. 

 The first sound is 
/s/. (Write s.) The next 
sound is /t/. (Write t.) 
The third sound is 
/ā/. (Write ay.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  s–t–a–y, 
stay. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words together. I will 
say the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 First, we will spell 
a word with the 
vowel team ay. The 
word is stay. What 
sounds do we hear? 
/s/–/t/–/ā/.

 Let’s write it: /s/ 
(write s), /t/ (write t), 
/ā/ (write ay). Check 
the students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): s–t–a–y, stay. 

 Now we will 
spell a word with 
the vowel team ai. 
Repeat with wait.

 Now we will 
spell a word with 
the vowel team ie. 
Repeat with tie.

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your 
turn. I will say some 
words. Listen to 
each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

 First, I will say 
some words with the 
ay vowel team. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: stay 
and way.

 Now I will say 
a word with the ai 
vowel team. 

Dictate the word wait.

 Now I will say 
some words with the 
ie vowel team. 

Dictate these words 
one at a time: tie and 
lied.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names. 

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each. 
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Week 2 • Day 3

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. cook Point to cook.  Read the word: (cook). To cook means 
to make food. Turn to page 5 in Let’s Read and find 
someone who is cooking in the pictures. ... Let’s pretend 
we are cooking and say, “We are cooking.” (Do the 
motions together.)

2. done Point to done.  Read the word: (done). Done means 
something is finished. For example, when someone gives 
you work to do and you finish it, you can say “I’m done!” 
Practice saying “I’m done!” 

3. said Point to said.  Read the word: (said). Said means to say 
something, but it already happened. For example, when 
you came to school this morning, I said “Good morning” 
to you. What did you say to me this morning?

4. thought Point to thought.  Read the word: (thought). (Tap your 
head lightly to indicate thinking.) Thought means to think, 
but it already happened. For example, when I woke up 
this morning, I thought (tap your head) about coming to 
school. When you woke up this morning, what did you 
think about? (Help individuals respond in well-formed 
sentences using thought.)

5. pull Point to pull.  Read the word: (pull). To pull means to tug 
something like this. (Demonstrate pulling on something.) 
For example, I pull weeds from my garden. Let’s pretend 
to pull weeds in the garden and say, “We are pulling 
weeds.” (Do the motions together.)

6. another Point to another.  Read the word: (another). Another 
means one more. For example, if I lose my pencil, I need 
another one. Who can give me another pencil? (Have a 
student lend you a pencil). [Name] gave me another pencil.

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” again. Please turn to 

page 5 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

1. cook
2. done
3. said
4. thought
5. pull
6. another

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Let’s Read, Grade 2 5Week 2

Let’s Read page 5

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Let’s Read, Grade 2 5Week 2

Let’s Read page 5
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Week 2 • Day 3
Features of Text

 Remember that this story is fiction and also a fable. What is a fiction 
story? (Fiction stories tell us about things that are not real. The characters, 
setting, and events are made up by the author.) What is a fable? (A fable is 
a fiction story that teaches a lesson and has animals as the characters.)

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions 
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in the story? (Spider, Rabbit, and Pig) 

2. What events happen at the beginning of the story? (Spider passes by 
Rabbit’s house and smells greens cooking, but he doesn’t want to stay 
to help Rabbit cook. So Spider spins a web and ties one end to his leg 
and the other end to Rabbit’s pot.) 

3. What events happen in the middle of the story, after Spider leaves 
Rabbit’s house? (Spider goes to Pig’s house and ties Pig’s pot of food to 
another leg with his web. Spider passes other friends’ houses and ties 
the rest of his legs to their pots of food. When each pot of food is done, 
Spider’s friends pull the webs attached to Spider’s legs.) 

4. What events happen at the end of the story, after Spider’s friends 
pull the webs attached to their pots of food? (All of Spider’s legs are 
stretched. Spider cries and runs into the stream to wash the webs away. 
After Spider leaves the stream, he sees that all his legs are very thin.) 

5. Why is this story a fable? (The story has characters that are animals, 
and it teaches a lesson.) 

6. What lesson does it teach? (Spider learns that it is not good to be lazy.)

Retelling
Guide students to retell the story in their own words.

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly 
word list is on page 4 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review 
the words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Week 2 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. need

2. green

3. eat

4. beans

5. stay

6. way

7. wait

8. tie

9. lied

10. cook

11. done

12. said

13. thought 

14. pull

15. another

4 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
2

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with the ee, 

ea, ay, ai, and ie vowel 
teams 

• Read fluently “Why 
Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” 

• Listen to and comprehend 
“The Mother Hen and 
the Hawk” 

• Write sentences with 
nouns, adjectives, 
verbs, and prepositional 
phrases

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read words with the ee, ea, ay, ai, and ie vowel teams. You 

will read “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” with your partner. I will read “The 
Mother Hen and the Hawk” to you again. Then we will write sentences 
with nouns, adjectives, verbs, and prepositional phrases.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

 This week we 
learned about the 
ee, ea, ay, ai, and ie 
vowel teams. 

 Watch and listen 
as I review their 
sounds. Point in turn 
under each vowel 
team, saying their 
sounds.

Point to heat. 
Underline ea.  

 Here I see the 
vowel team ea. The 
word is /h/–/ē/–/t/, 
heat.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

 Say the sounds 
with me. Point in turn 
under each vowel 
team, saying their 
sounds.

Point to heat. Point 
under ea.  What 
letters do we see 
here? We see the 
vowel team ea. 

 Let’s read the 
word together: 
/h/–/ē/–/t/, heat.

Repeat with free, tail, 
say, and tied.

 Now it’s your turn. 

 Say the sounds. 
Point in turn under 
each vowel team.

Point to tied. Point 
under ie.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (the vowel 
team ie) 

 Read the word. 
(/t/–/ ī/–/d/, tied) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Have students turn to “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” on page 5 in Let’s 
Read and find words with each vowel team (e.g., always, tried, eat, free, 
day, greens, wait, stay, lied, etc.). Write the words on the board as they 
find them. 

Note: If students identify the words said and friend, explain that said and 
friend break the rule. (Some words have irregular spellings.) That is why 
we learn them as sight words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

ee  ea  ay
ai  ie

heat
free
tail
say
tied 

tied
play

lie
keep
train

stream

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Let’s Read, Grade 2 5Week 2

Let’s Read page 5

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 234

G2_TIGV1_W02_Final.indd   34G2_TIGV1_W02_Final.indd   34 25/05/20   10:50 AM25/05/20   10:50 AM



Week 2 • Day 4

READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the story “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” with your 

partner. Please turn to page 5 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the story 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to 
take turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class.  

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the story “The Mother Hen and the Hawk” 

again. Please turn to page 244 in Let’s Read. 

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., hungry, wing, steal, fight, safe, hide). 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

Features of Text
 Remember that this story is fiction. What is a fiction story? (A fiction 

story is about things that are not real.) Also remember that some fiction 
stories are fables. What is a fable? (A fiction story that teaches a lesson. 
The characters in a fable are usually animals.) We have been reading 
“Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs.” It is a fable about a spider whose legs 
are stretched thin. Today’s fiction story is about a mother hen, her 
chicks, and a hawk.

Spider always tried 
to eat for free. He 
did not like to cook. 
One day he passed 
Rabbit’s house. He smelled 
greens cooking. He stopped to see what 
Rabbit was cooking. 

“The greens are not yet done,” said Rabbit. 
“If you wait a bit, you can eat with me.” 

Spider thought Rabbit needed him to help 
with the cooking. “I cannot stay,” Spider lied, 

“but let me spin a web and tie one end to 
my leg and one end to your pot. When the 
greens are done, you can pull on the web.” 

Why Spider Has 
8 Thin Legs
A Folktale from Africa
Retold by Lili Henderson

Let’s Read, Grade 2 5Week 2

Let’s Read page 5

The Mother Hen and  
the Hawk

Let’s Read, Grade 2244 Week 2

hungry  wing  steal  fight  
safe  hide

Week 
2

Let’s Read page 244
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Week 2 • Day 4
DURING READING

Read the story twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning. 

 The Mother Hen and the Hawk  
by Benjamin G. Everett

In a little corner not far from the henhouse where she lived, 
Mother Hen scratched the ground. She used her feet to dig, and 
she pecked with her beak. Mother Hen had to work very hard to 
find food because she had many chicks and they were always 
hungry. Suddenly, Mother Hen looked up and saw a big hawk. 
She gathered her chicks and covered them with her wings. One 
of the chicks slipped away to chase a bug that was hopping 
along. The hawk saw this chick and came down to steal the little 
chick. But Mother Hen rushed toward her little chick, raising her 
wings to fight off the hawk. The hawk could not stay and fight for 
long, so he flapped his wide wings and flew away. Mother Hen 
was glad that the hawk was gone and that her chicks were safe. 
She led her chicks to a new spot in the shade to rest and hide 
from the hawks.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the characters in the story? (Mother Hen, her chicks, the 
hawk) 

2. What is Mother Hen doing at the beginning of the story? (Mother Hen 
is working hard to find food for her chicks.) 

3. What happens in the middle of the story? (Mother Hen sees a hawk. 
She covers her chicks with her wings. One chick chases a bug. The 
hawk tries to steal the chick.) 

4. How does Mother Hen fix her problem at the end of the story? 
(Mother Hen fights off the hawk. The hawk flies away. Mother Hen 
takes her chicks to the shade to rest and hide from hawks.) 

5. Even though this story is not a fable, how is it like a fable? (All of the 
characters in the story are animals.)

Retelling 
Guide students to retell the story in their own words.
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Week 2 • Day 4

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the “Students Here, Students There” chant from Week 1 (below) on the 
board or on the wall. 

Students here, students there,
Students, students everywhere!
Shy students hide,
Excited students run,
And happy students laugh.
Students at home,
Students with their mothers and fathers,
And students next to a friend.
Students here, students there,
Students, students everywhere.
Students! Students! Students!

Point to the lines in the chant.  Let’s say our chant. Stand up. I will say 
a line, then you will say the line with me. Let’s do an action for next to a 
friend. (Stand next to a student. Have students stand next to each other.)

Use the Sentence Pattern Chart to review nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, and prepositional phrases. Have 
students tell what prepositional phrases they like. Circle 
a prepositional phrase on the chant that you haven’t 
circled yet.

 Today we will write a sentence in our copybooks. 
We will choose 2 adjectives, 1 noun, 1 verb, and 
1 prepositional phrase. How many adjectives? (2) 
How many nouns? (1) How many verbs? (1) How many 
prepositional phrases? (1)

Call on 2 students to each say a sentence. If students 
need help thinking of sentences, circle 2 adjectives, 1 noun, 1 verb, and 
1 prepositional phrase on the Sentence Pattern Chart to help them.

 Now we will write the sentence. Work with your partner. In your 
copybook, write 2 adjectives, 1 noun, 1 verb, and 1 prepositional phrase. 
Use the Sentence Pattern Chart if you need help.

Walk around the room and check the students’ work. Have partners stand up 
and read their sentences together to the class. 

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 6 in the Student Activity Book and read “Why 
Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to 
study their spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow. 

Week 2 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Circle the words with ie. Read the story aloud.

“Why did all the flies die?” I cried.

“I tried to save them,” she replied. 

“But they got all tied up in the spider’s web.”

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

bit, cries, dried, hip, lie, quit,  
replies, spin, thin, tried

 i ie
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Student Activity Book 
page 6

adjective noun verb prep. phrase

happy
excited

shy

students
friends

run
hide 

laugh

at school
on a hill

down a hill
under a tree
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Week 
2

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Sight word cards

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories.  

WEEKLY PHONICS / SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. another, 2. beans, 3. cook, 4. done, 5. eat, 6. green, 7. lied, 8. need, 
9. pull, 10. said, 11. stay, 12. thought, 13. tie, 14. wait, 15. way

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” on 
page 5 in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each 
other and help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read 
the story 3 times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously 
seen text in Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to read “The Hawk and the Vulture” on page 131 
in Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently. Students should read the story 3 times each. 

Group C (Needs Additional Support) 
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at the 
right. 
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Week 2 • Day 5

 This week we 
learned about the 
ee, ea, ay, ai, and ie 
vowel teams.

 Watch and listen 
as I review their 
sounds. Point in turn 
under each vowel 
team, saying their 
sounds.

Point to see. 
Underline ee.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
ee. The word is  
/s/–/ē/, see. 

Repeat with stream 
(/s/–/t/–/r/–/ē/–/m/).

 Let’s do it 
together. 

 Say the sounds 
with me. Point in turn 
under each vowel 
team, saying their 
sounds.

Point to stream. 
Point under ea.  

 What letters do 
we see here? We 
see the vowel team 
ea. Let’s read the 
word together: 
/st/–/r/–/ē/–/m/, 
stream. 

Repeat with day 
(/d/–/ā/), rain 
(/r/–/ā/–/n/), and tried 
(/t/–/r/–/ ī/–/d/). 

 Now it’s your turn. 

 Say the sounds 
with me. Point in turn 
under each vowel 
team. 

Point to tried. Point 
under ie.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (the vowel 
team ie) 

 Read the word. 
(/t/–/r/–/ ī/–/d/, tried)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Erase the board and write the new words, as shown at the right. Draw the 
chart on the board, and have students copy it in their copybooks.

 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. If a word has 
a long e vowel team, 
we will write it here 
(point to the ee/ea 
box). If it has a long a 
vowel team, we will 
write it here (point to 
the ay/ai box). If it has 
a long i vowel team, 
we will write it here 
(point to the ie box).

 The word free 
(point) has the vowel 
team ee, which says 
/ē/, so I will write 
it here. 

Write free in the 
ee/ea box, and cross 
it off the list.

 Let’s do the next 
one together. Where 
do we write the word 
replied? It has the 
vowel team ie, which 
says / ī/. We will write 
it here. 

Write replied in the ie 
box, and cross it off 
the list. 

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have these students work in pairs to review their sight word 
cards.

ee  ea  ay
ai  ie

see
stream

day
rain

tried 

tried 
lie

three
tail 

free
replied

say
heat
train 

may
cried
tree
sea
main

ee/ea ay/ai ie
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Week 2 • Day 5

2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T27 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students.  

Group A (Meets Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to read “The Hawk and the Vulture” on page 131 
in Let’s Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read 
the story aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly 
and fluently. 

Group B (Exceeds Expectations) 
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “Why Spider Has 8 Thin Legs” on page 5 in 
Let’s Read.  

Group C (Needs Additional Support) 
Have students work in pairs to re-read “Why Spider Has 8 Legs” on page 5 
in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other 
3 times and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, 
they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read.  

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.
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