
Week 8 Lesson Planner
Monday (Day 1) 
pages 126–129

Tuesday (Day 2) 
pages 130–133

Wednesday (Day 3) 
pages 134–137

Thursday (Day 4) 
pages 138–141

Friday (Day 5) 
pages 142–144

Phonics and 
Word Study

Read words with y 
as /ī/.

Read words with the 
contraction n’t.

Read words with the 
vowel team ue.

Review y as /ī/, the 
contraction n’t, and 
the vowel team ue.

• Quiz
• Differentiated 

review

Spelling my, sky, try, why can’t, isn’t, blue, true

Written 
Vocabulary/
Sight Words

kite, fly, flew, trust, 
glue, know, knew, 
fall, fell

kite, fly, flew, trust, 
glue, know, knew, 
fall, fell

Reading 
Comprehension

“The Lone Star Kite” “The Lone Star Kite” Differentiated  
review

Reading Fluency 
Practice

Pairs: “The Lone Star 
Kite”

Differentiated  
review

Oral Vocabulary
president, peace, 
remember, celebrate, 
parade, country

Read-Aloud
“President Joseph 
Jenkins Roberts”

“President Joseph 
Jenkins Roberts”

Shared Writing

Use a main idea 
graphic organizer to 
write a summary.

Use a Sentence 
Pattern Chart to 
review nouns and 
adjectives.

Homework

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 21 in Student 
Activity Book

• “The Lone Star Kite”

Write spelling and 
sight words 3 times in 
copybooks.

• Page 22 in Student 
Activity Book

• “The Lone Star Kite”
• Study for quiz.

Re-read “The Lone 
Star Kite.”

Day 5 Review: 
Differentiated 
Instruction

First Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to re-read “The Lone Star Kite.”
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to read a “A Good Friend” or any supplementary reader.
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Review Phonics and Word Study.
Second Review Activity
• Group A (Meets Expectations): Work in pairs to read “A Good Friend” or any supplementary reader.
• Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions for “The Lone Star Kite.”
• Group C (Needs Additional Support): Work in pairs to re-read “The Lone Star Kite.” 

Grade 2 National Standards for Reading and Comprehension
Learning Outcomes: Read and process information 
• Demonstrate knowledge of sight words and other vocabulary 
for improved spelling and writing skills • Use letter-sound 
associations, word parts, and context to read new words 
and analyze texts • Improve spelling and writing skills for 
effective communication • Use basic grammatical features to 
appropriately compose and respond to texts • Analyze text 
content and share ideas, information, and messages with 
others • Predict outcomes and make judgments after careful 
evaluation of facts and issues • Demonstrate the awareness 
that speech is made of a sequence of symbols and sounds that 
can be manipulated to recognize and read words accurately 
and fluently • Demonstrate a literal comprehension of readings, 
through identification and analysis of main ideas and supporting 
details • Fluently read grade-level texts • Read grade-level text 
with speed and accuracy • Correctly respond to questions from 
texts read.

Learning Objectives: Identify vowels and recognize consonants 
• Read words with varied word patterns • Identify beginning, 
middle, and end of a story • Retell a story • Identify characters, 
setting, events, and plot in a story • Identify the problem in a 
story • Construct sentences correctly • Write sentences using 
spelling and sight words • Read diverse types of writings 
• Identify facts from a text • Identify main idea and facts in a 
nonfiction text • Identify theme in a text • Recognize the elements 
of diverse types of writings • Name and identify some types of 
adjectives • Form contractions • Demonstrate knowledge of new 
words • Use vocabulary words in sentences • Read words with 
variant word patterns • Identify the sequence of a text • Listen 
to a biographical text • Spell high-frequency and subject-related 
words • Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and related 
subject words in context • Use charts and graphic organizers to 
add details to writings • Write independently • Read diverse texts 
fluently • Listen to and discuss texts.
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Week 
8

Day 
1

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with y as / ī/
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words kite, fly, flew, 
trust, glue, know, knew, 
fall, fell 

• Read and comprehend 
“The Lone Star Kite”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the letter y with a new sound. 

We will also learn some new vocabulary words and read a new story 
together.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letter and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point under y.  
 We learned 

that the letter y is 
a consonant and 
makes the sound /y/. 
In some words, the 
letter y acts like a 
vowel and makes the 
sound / ī/.

Point to by. Underline 
y.  In this word, the 
letter y makes the 
sound / ī/. The word 
is /b/–/ ī/, by. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point under y.  Say 
the new sound with 
me: / ī/.

Point to by. Point 
under y.  What 
sound does the 
letter y make in this 
word? / ī/. Let’s read 
the word together: 
/b/–/ ī/, by. 

Repeat with: my, dry, 
and spy.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point under y.  Say 
the new sound. (/ ī/)

Point to spy.  
 Read the word. 

(/s/–/p/–/ī/, spy)

Repeat with the 
remaining words. For 
why, remind students 
that the letters wh 
together make the 
sound /hw/.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.y

by
my
dry
spy

spy
cry
sly
fry

why
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Week 8 • Day 1

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity.

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
letter y as / ī/. Watch 
and listen. 

 The word is my. 
I hear 2 sounds: 
/m/–/ ī/. 

 The first sound is 
/m/. (Write m.) The 
next sound is / ī/— 
and in this word, / ī/ 
is spelled with the 
letter y. (Write y.)

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the letter 
names:  m–y, my. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words with y as / ī/ 
together. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word is 
my. What sounds do 
we hear? /m/–/ ī/.

 Let’s write it: /m/ 
(write m), / ī/—and 
in this word, / ī/ is 
spelled with the 
letter y (write y). 
Check the students’ 
work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): m–y, my. 

Repeat with why. If 
necessary, remind 
students that the /hw/ 
sound is spelled with 
the letters wh.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word 
with y as / ī/. Listen 
to each sound. Then 
write the letter for 
each sound in your 
copybooks. 

Dictate these words: 
why, sky, and try.

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
the word aloud using 
the letter names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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Week 8 • Day 1

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. kite Point to kite.  This word is kite. Let’s read and spell it 
together: kite, k–i–t–e, kite. A kite is a toy that you fly in 
the wind on a very long piece of string. Turn to page 20 
in Let’s Read and find the kites in the pictures. ... Let’s 
pretend to fly a kite in the wind. (Do the motions.)

2.  fly, 
flew

Point to fly.  This word is fly. Together: fly, f–l–y, fly. To fly 
means to move through the air. Birds and airplanes can 
fly. (Point to flew.) This word is flew. Together: flew, f–l–
e–w, flew. Flew means to fly, but in the past before now. 
For example, I can say my aunt flew in an airplane last 
week.

3. trust Point to trust.  This word is trust. Together: trust,  
t–r–u–s–t, trust. When you trust someone, you believe 
that they will do the right thing. For example, I can say 
that I trust my mother. I know that she is wise and will 
always do what is best for us. Who do you trust and why? 

4. glue Point to glue.  This word is glue. Together: glue, g–l–u–e, 
glue. Glue is something you use to stick things together. (If 
possible, bring in some glue to show the students.) We can 
use glue to make toys or fix things that are broken. When 
have you used glue to make or fix something? 

5.  know, 
knew

Point to know.  This word is know. Together: know, 
k–n–o–w, know. If you know something, you understand 
it or you have the answer. For example, I know that today 
is [day of the week]. I know that 2 + 2 = 4. (Point to knew.) 
This word is knew. Together: knew, k–n–e–w, knew. Knew 
means to know, but in the past before now. For example, 
I knew how to read when I was very young. What is 
something you already knew how to do before you came 
to Grade 2?

6.  fall, 
fell

Point to fall.  This word is fall. Together: fall, f–a–l–l, fall. 
To fall means to go down quickly to the ground, like this. 
(Drop a pencil or other object on the ground.) (Point to fell.) 
This word is fell. Together: fell, f–e–l–l, fell. Fell means to 
fall, but in the past before now. For example, the pencil (or 
other object) fell on the ground. Drop your pencils on the 
ground and say with me, “The pencil fell on the ground.”

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read a new story called “The Lone Star Kite.” Please turn to 

page 20 in Let’s Read.

1. kite
2. fly, flew
3. trust
4. glue
5. know, knew
6. fall, fell

Many children flew kites.  
The kites flew high in  
the sky. They went this  
way and that way in the wind. 

Monroe had a kite. His brother had 
made it for him. The kite had red and 
white stripes. It had one blue star at 
the top. Monroe liked his kite. 

	 	 	 The
Lone	Star	

Kite
by Benjamin G. Everett

Let’s Read, Grade 220 Week 8

Let’s Read page 20

Many children flew kites.  
The kites flew high in  
the sky. They went this  
way and that way in the wind. 

Monroe had a kite. His brother had 
made it for him. The kite had red and 
white stripes. It had one blue star at 
the top. Monroe liked his kite. 

	 	 	 The
Lone	Star	

Kite
by Benjamin G. Everett

Let’s Read, Grade 220 Week 8

Let’s Read page 20
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Week 8 • Day 1
BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author.

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

• predict what they think the story will be about. 

Features of Text
 Today’s story is fiction. Remember, fiction stories tell us about things 

that are not real. The characters, places, and events are made up by the 
author. Every fiction story has a plot—the set of events that happen in 
a story. Characters in stories often have problems. A problem is a bad 
situation that needs to be fixed or solved. Let’s read the story to find out 
who has a problem and what the problem is. 

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the story?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Who are the two main characters in this story? (Monroe and his 
brother, Washington) 

2. What is the setting of the story? (on a hill, at Monroe’s house)

3. What is the plot, or the important events that happen in the 
beginning, middle, and end of the story? (Monroe goes to a hill to fly 
his kite. The kite wouldn’t fly and fell to the ground. Monroe was sad. 
His brother, Washington, came to help Monroe and saw that the kite 
was broken. Monroe went to get glue and Washington fixed Monroe’s 
kite. Monroe flew his kite and all the children came to watch.) 

4. What is Monroe’s problem in the story? (Monroe’s kite won’t fly 
because it’s broken.) 

5. How does Monroe fix or solve his problem? (His brother glues his kite 
back together.)

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in their 
copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The weekly word 
list is on page 20 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may also review the 
words during Spelling class and help students use them in sentences.

Week 8 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. my

2. sky

3. try

4. why

5. can’t

6. isn’t

7. blue

8. true

9. kite

10. fly

11. flew

12. trust

13. glue

14. know

15. knew

16. fall

17. fell

20 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2

G2_SAB_W07-10_R3.indd   20 03/04/20   11:39 AM

Student Activity Book 
page 20
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Week 
8

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with the 

contraction n’t 
• Demonstrate 

understanding of the 
vocabulary words 
president, peace, 
remember, celebrate, 
parade, country 

• Listen to and 
comprehend “President 
Joseph Jenkins Roberts”

• Use a main idea graphic 
organizer to write a story 
summary

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
2

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will learn about words with the contraction n’t. We will also 

learn some new vocabulary words, and I will read a new text to you. Then 
we will use a main idea graphic organizer to write a story summary.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point to n’t.  Today 
we will learn about 
the contraction n’t. 
A contraction is a 
shorter way to say or 
write two words. We 
use n’t to shorten the 
word not. 

Point to the 
apostrophe (’  ). This 
mark is called an 
apostrophe.

Point to did not. 
 These words are 

did and not. 

Point to didn’t. 
Underline n’t.  Here 
I see the letter n, 
an apostrophe, 
and the letter t. 
The apostrophe 
shows that we 
have shortened the 
word not. We also 
removed the space 
between did and not 
and made them one 
word. This whole 
word is didn’t. 

 Did not and didn’t 
mean the same. 
Didn’t is just a 
shorter way to say 
did not.

Repeat with is not 
and isn’t.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to did not. 
 Read these words 

with me: did, not. 

Point to didn’t. Point 
under n’t.  What 
do we see here? 
The letter n, an 
apostrophe, and the 
letter t. What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
not. Read this whole 
word with me: didn’t. 

 Didn’t is a shorter 
way to say what? Did 
not.

Repeat with 
is not/isn’t, do 
not/don’t, and could 
not/couldn’t. For 
don’t, explain that the 
pronunciation of do 
changes a little in the 
contraction.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to could not. 
 Read these words. 

(could, not)

Point to couldn’t. 
Point under n’t. 

 What do you see 
here? (the letter n, an 
apostrophe, and the 
letter t) What word 
have we shortened 
with the apostrophe? 
(not) Read the whole 
word. (couldn’t) 

 Couldn’t is a 
shorter way to say 
what? (could not)

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

n’t

did not 
didn’t
is not 
isn’t
do not 
don’t
could not 
couldn’t

was not 
wasn’t
are not 
aren’t
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Week 8 • Day 2

ORAL VOCABULARY 12 MIN.
Use objects, pictures, and demonstrations to help students understand the 
words. 

 Now we will learn some new vocabulary words.

1. president  President. A president is the leader of a country. 
For example, George Weah is the president of 
Liberia. Can you name another president? 

2. peace  Peace. When there is peace, no one is fighting. 
Let’s show that we are at peace. (Divide students into 
two groups and ask each group to stand on a different 
side of the room. Then ask the student groups to meet 
in the middle of the room and shake hands.) Say with 
me, “We are at peace.”

3. remember  Remember. To remember is to bring a thought 
or idea back into your mind again. For example, I 
remember that yesterday we read a story about a 
boy and his kite. What else do you remember that we 
did at school yesterday? (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using remember.)

4. celebrate  Celebrate. To celebrate means to do something 
fun because it is a special day. For example, every 
year we celebrate Independence Day. What other 
days do we celebrate? (Help individuals respond in 
well-formed sentences using celebrate.)

5. parade  Parade. A parade is a line of people who walk 
together for a special reason. Let’s make a parade. 
(Line up some or all of the students and have them 
walk around the room as if in a parade.)

6. country  Country. A country is a large area of land with its 
own people and government. For example, we live in 
the country of Liberia. What is the name of another 
country? (If possible, use a map to point out the names 
and locations of other countries in Africa.)

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you a new text called “President Joseph 

Jenkins Roberts.” Please turn to page 248 in Let’s Read.

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

• predict what they think the text will be about.

President Joseph Jenkins  
Roberts 

Let’s Read, Grade 2248 Week 8

president  peace  remember  
celebrate  parade  country

Week 
8

Let’s Read page 248
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Week 8 • Day 2
Features of Text

 Today’s text is nonfiction. Remember that nonfiction text tells us true 
information about something. The nonfiction text we’ll read today is 
a special kind of nonfiction text called a “biography.” A biography is a 
true story about a real person’s life. Usually a biography tells us when 
and where a person was born and when the person died, as well as 
important things the person did.

DURING READING
Read the text aloud twice with expression, using the picture and gestures 
to convey meaning.

 President Joseph Jenkins Roberts 
by Jamesetta Ross Diggs

Joseph Jenkins Roberts was the first president of Liberia. He was 
born in 1809 in Virginia in the United States of America. Joseph 
Jenkins Roberts did many great things in Liberia. He helped other 
countries recognize Liberia as an official country. During the time 
he was president, many people left the United States to come 
and live in Liberia. President Roberts did all he could so that the 
people of Liberia and the people migrating from America could 
live together in peace. [Note: Pause and ask students what they 
think the word migrating means. Re-read the last two sentences 
and ask students to listen for clues (people left the United States 
to come and live in Liberia). Tell students that migrating means 
moving from one place to another.]  President Roberts is 
remembered every year on the date of his birthday, March 15. 
This day is a holiday in Liberia, and many Liberians celebrate. 
Also on March 15, a school in Monrovia that is named in honor 
of President Roberts usually holds a parade on the streets of 
the city.

AFTER READING

Check Predictions
Discuss the students’ predictions. Which ones matched the text?

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Why is this text a biography? (It is a story about a real person’s life. It is 
about a real person, President Joseph Jenkins Roberts, and his life.) 

2. When was President Joseph Jenkins Roberts born? (1809)

3. Where was President Joseph Jenkins Roberts born? (Virginia in the 
United States)

4. Why is President Joseph Jenkins Roberts important? What important 
things did he do? (He was the first president of Liberia. He made other 
countries see that Liberia was also a country. He did all he could to 
make people live together in peace.) 

Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2132
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Week 8 • Day 2
5. When do we celebrate President Joseph Jenkins Roberts? How do 

we celebrate him? (every year on his birthday, March 15; a school in 
Monrovia named after him has a parade) 

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Tape the main idea graphic organizer from Week 7 (below) on the wall or on 
the board. Use the “At Home in the Stars” word bank from Week 7, Day 4, at 
the right. 

“At Home in the Stars”
Main Idea There are many different types of stars and star 

shapes.
Detail Stars glow red, blue, or white.
Detail We have a special star called the sun.
Detail One star shape is the Southern Cross.
Detail People like to study the stars.
Ending Sentence Stars are interesting and beautiful.

 Let’s read together the main idea sentence from our “At Home in the 
Stars” summary: There are many different types of stars and star shapes. 
Now read the supporting details with me: We have a special star called the 
sun. One star shape is the Southern Cross. People like to study the stars. 

 Work with a partner to write a summary of “At Home in the Stars.” 
Copy the main idea sentence in your copybook. Use the word bank and 
graphic organizer to choose the supporting details. Write 3 supporting 
detail sentences. You can look back in the text on page 16 in Let’s Read for 
ideas. Write the ending sentence from the “At Home in the Stars” graphic 
organizer.  

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 21 in the Student Activity Book and read “The 
Lone Star Kite” aloud to someone at home. Note: You may also go over the 
worksheet together during Phonics class. 

“At Home in the 
Stars”  

Word Bank

stars
night
glow

Red Giants
white 
blue

star shapes
people
study
dark

M
ar

ce
lC

le
m

en
s 

/ S
hu

tte
rs

to
ck

.c
om

At Home  At Home  
in the Starsin the Stars
by Ruth Siburt

Look up at the clear night sky. What are 
those lights? Stars! Turn, turn every way. 
Still, there they are. We live on Earth. 
And our home is among all those stars. 

Earth is one of the  
planets in the Milky Way. 
The Milky Way has millions 
of stars. When people see 
the Milky Way, it looks like 
a trail of spilled milk.

Let’s Read, Grade 216 Week 7

Let’s Read page 16

Week 8 Day 2 Homework
Directions: Read the contraction. Write the words that make up the 
contraction.

 Contraction Words

1. doesn’t                   

2. didn’t                   

3. hasn’t                   

4. don’t                   

5. aren’t                   

6. isn’t                   

7. weren’t                   

8. hadn’t                   

9. wasn’t                   

10. couldn’t                   

11. wouldn’t                   

12. shouldn’t                   

does not

21Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Student Activity Book 
page 21
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Week 
8

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read and spell words 

with ue 
• Demonstrate 

understanding of and 
spell the vocabulary/
sight words kite, fly, flew, 
trust, glue, know, knew, 
fall, fell 

• Read and comprehend 
“The Lone Star Kite”

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Let’s Read

Student Activity Book 

Day 
3

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read and spell words with the letters ue. We will also 

review our vocabulary words and read “The Lone Star Kite” together 
again.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point under ue. 
 Today we will 

learn about the 
vowel team ue. 
When the letters u 
and e come together 
(point), they make 
the sound /ū/.  

Point to glue. 
Underline ue.  Here 
I see the vowel team 
ue. The letters u and 
e together make the 
sound /ū/. The word 
is /g/–/l/–/ū/, glue. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point to ue.  Say 
the sound with me: 
/ū/.

Point to glue. Point 
under ue.  What 
letters do we see 
here? u and e. What 
sound do they make 
together? /ū/.

 Let’s read the 
whole word together: 
/g/–/l/–/ū/, glue. 

Repeat with:

• /t/–/r/–/ū/, true
• /k/–/l/–/ū/, clue

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point to ue.  Say 
the sound. (/ū/)

Point to clue. Point 
under ue.  What 
letters do you see 
here? (u and e) What 
sound do they make 
together? (/ū/)

 Read the whole 
word. (/k/–/l/–/ū/, 
clue) 

Repeat with the 
remaining words.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

ue

glue
true
clue

clue
sue
blue
due
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Week 8 • Day 3

SPELLING 10 MIN.
Erase the board from the previous activity. 

 Now we will spell 
some words with the 
contraction n’t and 
the vowel team ue. 

 The word is can’t. 
Can’t is short for 
the word cannot. 
I hear 4 sounds: 
/k/–/ă/–/n/–/t/.

 The first sound is 
/k/. (Write c.) The next 
sound is /ă/. (Write 
a.) The third sound 
is /n/. (Write n.) Now I 
write an apostrophe 
to show that we 
shortened the word 
not. (Write ’.) The last 
sound is /t/. (Write t.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters 
and apostrophe 
as you say the 
names:  c–a–n–
apostrophe–t, can’t. 

Erase the word.

The next word is 
blue. Underline ue. 

 I hear 3 sounds: 
/b/–/l/–/ū/.

 The first sound is 
/b/. (Write b.) The next 
sound is /l/. (Write l.) 
The third sound is 
/ū/—and in this word, 
/ū/ is spelled with ue. 
(Write ue.) 

Move your finger 
under the letters as 
you say the names:  

 b–l–u–e, blue. 

Erase the word.

 Let’s spell some 
words together with 
the contraction 
n’t and the vowel 
team ue. I will say 
the word. We will 
listen to each sound. 
Then you will write 
the letters in your 
copybooks as I write 
them on the board. 

 The first word is 
can’t. Can’t is short 
for the word cannot. 
What sounds do we 
hear? /k/–/ă/–/n/–/t/. 

 Let’s write it: /k/ 
(write k), /ă/  
(write a), /n/ (write 
n)—now let’s write an 
apostrophe to show 
that we shortened 
the word not  
(write ’)—and /t/ 
(write t). Check the 
students’ work. 

 Now let’s spell 
the word together 
with the letter names 
(point): c–a–n–
apostrophe–t, can’t. 

Repeat with blue, isn’t 
(short for is not), and 
true. 

Erase the words.

 Now it’s your turn. 
I will say a word with 
the contraction n’t or 
the vowel team ue. 
Listen to each sound. 
Then write the letter 
for each sound in 
your copybooks. 

Dictate these words:  
isn’t and true. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Have students spell 
each word aloud 
using the letter 
names.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to spell one word each.
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Week 8 • Day 3

WRITTEN VOCABULARY / SIGHT WORDS 10 MIN.
Write the words on the board, as shown at the left. Use objects, pictures, and 
demonstrations to help students understand the words. 

 Now we will review our vocabulary words.

1. kite Point to kite.  Read the word: (kite). A kite is a toy that 
you fly in the wind on a very long piece of string. Turn to 
page 20 in Let’s Read and find the kites in the pictures. 
... Let’s pretend to fly a kite in the wind. (Do the motions.)

2. fly, flew Point to fly.  Read the word: (fly). To fly means to move 
through the air. Birds and airplanes can fly. (Point to 
flew.) Read the word: (flew). Flew means to fly, but in the 
past before now. For example, I can say my aunt flew in 
an airplane last week.

3. trust Point to trust.  Read the word: (trust). When you trust 
someone, you believe that they will do the right thing. 
For example, I can say that I trust my mother. I know 
that she is wise and will always do what is best for us. 
Who do you trust and why? 

4. glue Point to glue.  Read the word: (glue). Glue is something 
you use to stick things together. (If possible, bring in 
some glue to show the students.) We can use glue to 
make toys or fix things that are broken. When have you 
used glue to make or fix something? 

5.  know, 
knew

Point to know.  Read the word: (know). If you know 
something, you understand it or you have the answer. 
For example, I know that today is [day of the week]. 
I know that 2 + 2 = 4. (Point to knew.) Read the word: 
(knew). Knew means to know, but in the past before 
now. For example, I knew how to read when I was very 
young. What is something you already knew how to do 
before you came to Grade 2?

6. fall, fell Point to fall.  Read the word: (fall). To fall means to go 
down quickly to the ground, like this. (Drop a pencil or 
other object on the ground.) (Point to fell.) Read the word: 
(fell). Fell means to fall, but in the past before now. For 
example, the pencil (or other object) fell on the ground. 
Drop your pencils on the ground and say with me, “The 
pencil fell on the ground.”

READING COMPREHENSION 20 MIN.
 Now we will read “The Lone Star Kite” again. Please turn to page 20 in 

Let’s Read.

1. kite
2. fly, flew
3. trust
4. glue
5. know, knew
6. fall, fell

Many children flew kites.  
The kites flew high in  
the sky. They went this  
way and that way in the wind. 

Monroe had a kite. His brother had 
made it for him. The kite had red and 
white stripes. It had one blue star at 
the top. Monroe liked his kite. 

	 	 	 The
Lone	Star	

Kite
by Benjamin G. Everett

Let’s Read, Grade 220 Week 8

Let’s Read page 20

Many children flew kites.  
The kites flew high in  
the sky. They went this  
way and that way in the wind. 

Monroe had a kite. His brother had 
made it for him. The kite had red and 
white stripes. It had one blue star at 
the top. Monroe liked his kite. 

	 	 	 The
Lone	Star	

Kite
by Benjamin G. Everett

Let’s Read, Grade 220 Week 8

Let’s Read page 20
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Week 8 • Day 3
BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• read the title and author. 

• describe each picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the pictures and text. 

Features of Text
 Remember that this story is fiction. What does a fiction story tell 

us? (about people, places, and events that aren’t real) Remember that 
characters in stories often have problems. A problem is a bad situation 
that needs to be fixed or solved. Let’s read the story again to remember 
who has a problem and what the problem is.

DURING READING
• Have the class read the story aloud with you, pointing under each word 

as they read. If a student misreads a word, stop and sound out the word. 

• After each page, discuss what the students have read to check for 
understanding. Clarify any vocabulary that they have trouble with.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses. 

1. Who are the two main characters in this story? (Monroe and his 
brother, Washington) 

2. What is the setting? (on a hill, at Monroe’s house) 

3. What is the plot, or the important events that happen in the 
beginning, middle, and end of the story? (Monroe goes to a hill to fly 
his kite. The kite wouldn’t fly and fell to the ground. Monroe was sad. 
His brother, Washington, came to help Monroe and saw that the kite 
was broken. Monroe went to get glue and Washington fixed Monroe’s 
kite. Monroe flew his kite and all the children came to watch.) 

4. What is Monroe’s problem in the story? (Monroe’s kite won’t fly 
because it’s broken.) 

5. How does Monroe fix or solve his problem? (His brother glues his kite 
back together.)

Retelling 
Guide students to retell the story in their own words.

 HOMEWORK
Have students write each spelling and vocabulary/sight word 3 times in 
their copybooks and spell each word aloud to someone at home. The 
weekly word list is on page 20 in the Student Activity Book. Note: You may 
also review the words during Spelling class and help students use them in 
sentences.

Week 8 Word Lists

Spelling Words

Written Vocabulary and  
Sight Words

1. my

2. sky

3. try

4. why

5. can’t

6. isn’t

7. blue

8. true

9. kite

10. fly

11. flew

12. trust

13. glue

14. know

15. knew

16. fall

17. fell

20 Read Liberia Activity, Grade 2
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Week 
8

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Read words with y as / ī/, 

the contraction n’t, and 
the vowel team ue 

• Read fluently “The Lone 
Star Kite” 

• Listen to and 
comprehend “President 
Joseph Jenkins Roberts”

• Use a Sentence Pattern 
Chart to identify 
adjectives and nouns

LEARNING RESOURCES

Let’s Read

Student copybooks

Student Activity Book 

Day 
4

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today we will read some more words with the letter y as / ī/, the 

contraction n’t, and the vowel team ue. You will read “The Lone Star Kite” 
with your partner. I will read “President Joseph Jenkins Roberts” to you 
again. Then we will learn some more adjectives and nouns.

PHONICS AND WORD STUDY 10 MIN.
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown at the left.

Point in turn under y, 
n’t, and ue.  This 
week we learned 
a new sound for 
the letter y, / ī/. We 
also learned about 
the contraction n’t, 
which shortens the 
word not. Finally, we 
learned the vowel 
team ue, which 
makes the sound /ū/.

Point to my. Underline 
y.  In this word, the 
letter y makes the 
sound / ī/. The word 
is /m/–/ ī/, my. 

Point to did not. 
 These words are 

did and not. 

Point to didn’t.  This 
word is didn’t. It is a 
shorter way to say 
did not. 

Point to clue. 
Underline ue.  The 
letters u and e 
together make the 
sound /ū/.  The word 
is /k/–/l/–/ū/, clue. 

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point in turn under 
y, n’t, and ue.  Say 
the sounds with me: 
/ ī/, /nt/, /ū/.

Point to my. Point 
under y.  What 
sound does the 
letter y make in this 
word? / ī/. Let’s read 
the word together: 
/m/–/ ī/, my. 

Point to did not. 
 Let’s read the 

words together: did, 
not. 

Point to didn’t. 
 Let’s read the 

word together: 
didn’t. Didn’t is a 
shorter way to say 
what? did not. 

Point to clue. Point 
under ue.  What 
sound do the letters 
u and e make 
together? /ū/. Let’s 
read the word 
together: /k/–/l/–/ū/, 
clue.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point in turn under y, 
n’t, and ue.  Say the 
sounds. (/ ī/, /nt/, /ū/)

Point to my. Point 
under y.  What 
sound does the letter 
y make in this word? 
(/ ī/) Read the word. 
(/m/–/ ī/, my) 

Point to did not. 
 Read the words. 

(did, not) 

Point to didn’t. 
 Read the word. 

(didn’t) Didn’t is a 
shorter way to say 
what? (did not) 

Point to clue. Point 
under ue.  What 
sound do the letters 
u and e make 
together? (/ū/) Read 
the word. (/k/–/l/–/ū/, 
clue)

Repeat with dry, is 
not/isn’t, and glue.

Time permitting, have students turn to “The Lone Star Kite” on page 20 in 
Let’s Read and find words with the letter y as / ī/, the contraction n’t, and 
the vowel team ue in the text (e.g., sky, blue, couldn’t, cry, etc.). Write the 
words on the board as they find them.

Daily Check: Call on 2 students to read one word each.

y  n’t   ue

my
did not
didn’t
clue

dry
is not
isn’t
glue

Many children flew kites.  
The kites flew high in  
the sky. They went this  
way and that way in the wind. 

Monroe had a kite. His brother had 
made it for him. The kite had red and 
white stripes. It had one blue star at 
the top. Monroe liked his kite. 

	 	 	 The
Lone	Star	

Kite
by Benjamin G. Everett

Let’s Read, Grade 220 Week 8

Let’s Read page 20
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Week 8 • Day 4

READING FLUENCY PRACTICE  12 MIN.
 Now you will read the story “The Lone Star Kite” with your partner. 

Please turn to page 20 in Let’s Read.

Have the students work in pairs, taking turns to read the passage aloud 
to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. Students 
should read the story 3 times each. Time permitting, call on individuals to 
take turns reading aloud correctly and fluently to the whole class.

READ-ALOUD 13 MIN.
 Now I’m going to read to you the text “President Joseph Jenkins 

Roberts” again. Please turn to page 248 in Let’s Read. 

BEFORE READING

Preview
Guide the students to . . .

• review the meanings of the vocabulary words that they learned on Day 2 
(i.e., president, peace, remember, celebrate, parade, country). 

• describe the picture, helping them with vocabulary as needed.

• find their vocabulary words in the picture. 

Features of Text
 Remember that this text is nonfiction. This text is a special type of 

nonfiction, called a biography. What does a biography tell us about? 
(about a real person’s life; it might tell us when and where a person was 
born and when the person died, as well as important things the person 
did) This week we have also been reading a fiction story, “The Lone 
Star Kite.” What does a fiction story tell us about? (Fiction stories tell 
us about things that are not real.) “The Lone Star Kite” is a fiction story 
about a boy who flies a kite. Today’s nonfiction text is a biography about 
President Joseph Jenkins Roberts.

Many children flew kites.  
The kites flew high in  
the sky. They went this  
way and that way in the wind. 

Monroe had a kite. His brother had 
made it for him. The kite had red and 
white stripes. It had one blue star at 
the top. Monroe liked his kite. 

	 	 	 The
Lone	Star	

Kite
by Benjamin G. Everett

Let’s Read, Grade 220 Week 8

Let’s Read page 20

President Joseph Jenkins  
Roberts 

Let’s Read, Grade 2248 Week 8

president  peace  remember  
celebrate  parade  country

Week 
8

Let’s Read page 248
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Week 8 • Day 4
DURING READING

Read the text twice with expression, using the picture and gestures to 
convey meaning.

 President Joseph Jenkins Roberts 
by Jamesetta Ross Diggs

Joseph Jenkins Roberts was the first president of Liberia. He was 
born in 1809 in Virginia in the United States of America. Joseph 
Jenkins Roberts did many great things in Liberia. He helped other 
countries recognize Liberia as an official country. During the time 
he was president, many people left the United States to come 
and live in Liberia. President Roberts did all he could so that the 
people of Liberia and the people migrating from America could 
live together in peace. [Note: Pause and ask students what they 
think the word migrating means. Re-read the last two sentences 
and ask students to listen for clues (people left the United States 
to come and live in Liberia). Tell students that migrating means 
moving from one place to another.]  President Roberts is 
remembered every year on the date of his birthday, March 15. 
This day is a holiday in Liberia, and many Liberians celebrate. 
Also on March 15, a school in Monrovia that is named in honor 
of President Roberts usually holds a parade on the streets of 
the city.

AFTER READING

Comprehension Questions
Accept any answer supported by the text. Sample answers are given in 
parentheses.

1. Why is this text a biography? (It is a story about a real person’s life. It is 
about a real person, President Joseph Jenkins Roberts, and his life.) 

2. When was President Joseph Jenkins Roberts born? (1809)

3. Where was President Joseph Jenkins Roberts born? (Virginia in the 
United States)

4. Why is President Joseph Jenkins Roberts important? What important 
things did he do? (He was the first president of Liberia. He made other 
countries see that Liberia was also a country. He did all he could to 
make people live together in peace.) 

5. When do we celebrate President Joseph Jenkins Roberts? How do 
we celebrate him? (every year on his birthday, March 15; a school in 
Monrovia named after him has a parade) 

6. What do you do to celebrate President Joseph Jenkins Roberts? 
(Answers will vary.)
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Week 8 • Day 4

SHARED WRITING 15 MIN.
Write the “Characters Here, Characters There” chant as shown on a large 
piece of paper. Tape it on the board or the wall so students can see it. 

Characters here, Characters there,
Characters, characters everywhere!
Smart characters fix kites,
Little characters run,
Big characters sit,
And thankful characters hug.
Characters on a hill,
Characters next to big brother,
Characters down the hill,
And characters in the wind.
Characters here, characters there,
Characters, characters everywhere!
Characters! Characters! Characters!

 Here’s another chant to help us write sentences. Remember, chants help 
us learn the words that we need to know to write a sentence. Stand up. 
Say the chant one line at a time. Have students repeat each line after you. 
Make motions for words like run (run in place) or down the hill. Have students 
repeat the motions as they say the line.

Draw a blank Sentence Pattern Chart as shown on the right, and point to 
the word noun.  Remember that a noun is a person, place, or thing. I will 
name a noun. Characters is a noun. Is a character a person, a place, or a 
thing? A character is a person. Write characters in the noun column on the 
chart. Draw a person or a bird next to the word characters.

Point to the word adjective in the Sentence Pattern Chart.  We use 
adjectives to describe nouns. We can use adjectives like smart, little, big, 
and thankful. Point to the adjectives in the “Characters Here, Characters 
There” chant. Write them in the chart in the adjective column.

Save the Sentence Pattern Chart for Week 9, Day 2.

 HOMEWORK
Have students complete page 22 in the Student Activity Book and read “The 
Lone Star Kite” aloud to someone at home. Also remind students to study 
their spelling and sight words for the quiz tomorrow. 

adjective noun

adjective noun

little
big

smart
thankful

characters

Week 8 Day 4 Homework
Directions: Choose the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the word on the line.

blue, cry, dry, glue, true, why

1. You can fix the broken kite with some        .

2. After the rainy season comes the         
season.

3. The ocean water is very         today.

4. Did the sick baby         all night?

5. I am not lying—what I am telling you is        !

6. Please tell me the reason         you are late 
to class.

Directions: Write each word from the box in the correct list. Read  
the words.

by, clue, blue, due, fry, my, sue, sky

 ue y
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Week 
8

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Write their spelling and 

sight words on a quiz
• Practice their phonics 

and word recognition, 
fluency, and 
comprehension skills 

LEARNING RESOURCES

Student copybooks

Sight word cards

Let’s Read

Supplementary 
readers

Day 
5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories.

WEEKLY PHONICS/SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. blue, 2. can’t, 3. fell, 4. flew, 5. fly, 6. isn’t, 7. glue, 8. kite, 9. know, 10. my, 
11. sky, 12. true, 13. trust, 14. try, 15. why 

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “The Lone Star Kite” on page 20 in 
Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other and 
help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the story 3 
times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text in 
Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “A Good Friend” on page 149 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. 
Students should read the story 3 times each.

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at 
the right.

try
cannot
can’t
due

sky
was not
wasn’t

blue
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Week 8 • Day 5

INTRODUCTION 1 MIN.
 Today you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week. 

Then you will practice reading words and stories.

WEEKLY PHONICS/SPELLING QUIZ 15 MIN.
 Now you will take a quiz on your spelling and sight words for the week.

Write these words in your copybook. 

1. blue, 2. can’t, 3. fell, 4. flew, 5. fly, 6. isn’t, 7. glue, 8. kite, 9. know, 10. my, 
11. sky, 12. true, 13. trust, 14. try, 15. why 

Time permitting, have students write the answers on the board and check 
their work. (To save time, call students to the board in groups of 5.) 

REVIEW (DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION) 34 MIN.
Divide the students into 2 or more groups according to their needs. Note that 
you may not have students in every category every time. 

Group A (Meets Expectations): Students who are doing well with phonics 
and word recognition and are ready for more practice in fluency and 
comprehension

Group B (Exceeds Expectations): Students who are excelling in fluency and 
comprehension and are ready to go further in comprehension and writing

Group C (Needs Additional Support): Students who are struggling with 
phonics and word recognition (including, for example, students who do 
poorly on the weekly quiz)

1. First Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities. Groups A and B will work 
independently while you work with Group C.

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “The Lone Star Kite” on page 20 in 
Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other and 
help each other read correctly and fluently. Students should read the story 3 
times each. If they finish early, they should re-read any previously seen text in 
Let’s Read.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “A Good Friend” on page 149 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
story aloud to each other and helping each other read correctly and fluently. 
Students should read the story 3 times each.

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students review this week’s Phonics and Word Study lessons with you. 
Write the letters and words on the board, as shown on the next page at 
the right.

try
cannot
can’t
due

sky
was not
wasn’t

blue

Point in turn under y, 
n’t, and ue.  This 
week we learned 
a new sound for 
the letter y, / ī/. We 
also learned about 
the contraction n’t, 
which shortens the 
word not. Finally, we 
learned the vowel 
team ue, which 
makes the sound /ū/.

Point to try. Point 
under y.  In this 
word, the letter y 
makes the sound 
/ ī/. The word is 
/t/–/r/–/ ī/, try. 

Point to cannot. 
 This word is 

cannot. 

Point to can’t.  This 
word is can’t. It is a 
shorter way to say 
cannot. 

Point to due. Point 
under ue.  The 
letters u and e 
together make the 
sound /ū/.  The word 
is /d/–/ū/, due.

 Let’s do it 
together. 

Point in turn under 
y, n’t, and ue.  Say 
the sounds with me: 
/ ī/, /nt/, /ū/.

Point to try. Point 
under y.  What 
sound does the 
letter y make in this 
word? / ī/. Let’s read 
the word together: 
/t/–/r/–/ ī/, try.

Point to cannot. 
 Let’s read the 

word together: 
cannot.

Point to can’t.  Let’s 
read the word 
together: can’t. Can’t 
is a shorter way to 
say what? cannot. 

Point to due. Point 
under ue.  What 
sound do the letters 
u and e make 
together? /ū/. Let’s 
read the word 
together: /d/–/ū/, 
due.

 Now it’s your turn. 

Point in turn under y, 
n’t, and ue.  Say the 
sounds. (/ ī/, /nt/, /ū/)

Point to try. Point 
under y.  What 
sound does the letter 
y make in this word? 
(/ ī/) Read the word. 
(/t/–/r/–/ ī/, try) 

Point to cannot. 
 Read the word. 

(cannot) 

Point to can’t. 
 Read the word. 

(can’t) Can’t is a 
shorter way to say 
what? (cannot) 

Point to due. Point 
under ue.  What 
sound do the letters 
u and e make 
together? (/ū/) Read 
the word. (/d/–/ū/, 
due)

Repeat with sky, was 
not/wasn’t, and blue.

 y  n’t  ue
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Week 8 • Day 5
Erase the board and write the new words, as shown at the left. Draw the 
chart on the board, and have the students copy it in their copybooks.

 Now we will put 
words in the correct 
boxes. Point to the 
appropriate box as 
you tell students 
where to write words 
with y, n’t, and ue.

 The word fry 
(point) has the letter 
y at the end, so I will 
write it here. 

Write fry in the y box, 
and cross it off the 
list.

 Let’s do the next 
two together. Where 
do we write the word 
didn’t? It has the 
contraction n’t, so 
we write it here. 

Write didn’t in the n’t 
box, and cross it off 
the list. 

 Where do we write 
the word sue? It has 
the vowel team ue, 
so we write it here. 

Write sue in the ue 
box, and cross it off 
the list.

 Now it’s your turn. 
For the rest of the 
words, work with 
your partner to write 
each word in the 
right box. 

Move around the 
room and randomly 
check students’ work 
as they write. 

Time permitting, have these students work in pairs to review their sight word 
cards.

2. Second Review Activity (17 MIN.)
Direct each group to do the following activities in pairs. Move around the 
room and check their work, giving support where needed. Alternatively, 
while the students are working independently, you may administer the Oral 
Reading Fluency Assessment on page T31 of this Teacher Guide to some 
students. 

Group A (Meets Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to read “A Good Friend” on page 149 in Let’s 
Read, or read any of the supplementary readers, taking turns to read the 
story aloud to each other 3 times and helping each other read correctly and 
fluently.

Group B (Exceeds Expectations)
Have students work in pairs to discuss and write answers in their copybooks 
to the questions about “The Lone Star Kite” on page 20 in Let’s Read.

Group C (Needs Additional Support)
Have students work in pairs to re-read “The Lone Star Kite” on page 20 
in Let’s Read. Have them take turns to read the story aloud to each other 
3 times and help each other read correctly and fluently. If they finish early, 
they should re-read any previously seen text in Let’s Read.

 HOMEWORK
Have students re-read the Let’s Read text for the week aloud to someone 
at home.

fry
didn’t

sue

dry
clue

aren’t
blue
by

couldn’t

y n’t ue
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